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This year's cover picture was taken by Sabena J Blackbird.  

It shows a Moorhen at Martin Mere WWT, Lancashire. 
 
A selection of her natural history and travel photographs are available for sale through Alamy 

http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/sabena-jane-blackbird.html 
 

Full information on our 2021 programme of coach trips, talks and field trips  
will be on our website from mid-January 2021. 

www.mnapage.info 
 

Reports and pictures from many previous trips not covered in this newsletter are on our blog at  
 

www.NaturalistsNotebook.mnapage.info 
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Chairman’s Report Sabena J Blackbird  
 

 
During the AGM in March 2020 our discussions centred on whether the MNA could continue to 
provide the larger coaches for our outings given the drop in member numbers and loss in income. 
Nevertheless, the positive benefits of these further afield trips to members outweighed the financial 
concerns so we decided to continue with larger coaches. However, there was already rumblings in 
the news that would prove to put a stop to the MNA programme of coach trips and many local field 
trips during 2020. 
The Covid-19 global pandemic has created new challenges to our daily lives, and everyone’s plans 
and aspirations have for the time being at least been put on hold. A whole range of new words 
have entered our everyday vocabulary – lockdowns, social distancing, shielding, the R-number, 
track and trace, the new normal etc.  During these troubled times the MNA has merely been 
slumbering…. 
Without the aid of prophecy, we don’t know what 2021 will hold. At the time of going to press initial 
results of clinical trials on the efficacy of a Covid-19 vaccine have given some hope. The MNA 
committee have put together a programme of coach trips and local trips for 2021 that you will have 
received with this newsletter. For the most part we are planning to visit similar destinations that 
were billed in last years diary. I think the key point to make is that as a group we need to be flexible 
– we can only run these outings if current government guidance allows us to do so. Please consult 
the MNA website programme page for up to date information on whether a trip is going ahead as 
planned or to whether there has been any alterations or cancellations. 
https://www.mnapage.info/programme/ On the positive side if restrictions are eased enough next 

year we plan to run a few extra local trips �  
 
 

Treasurer’s Report Alexander Mansfield 
 

 
A return to normality… 
 
The MNA finances are set up to be very simple – the membership fee covers our modest running 
costs the majority of which are the cost of maintaining our website, producing this newsletter and 
public liability insurance cover for our meetings so by renewing you help keeping everything 
running as normal – and sometimes normal is all that  we need…. 
 
Coach trips, are simply designed to break even, this is wholly dependent on numbers attending, 
but any surplus will be reinvested back into them by either having a larger coach or by simply 
reducing the cost so either way – everybody benefits – I’m certainly looking forward to them 
restarting… 
 
We still have the ability to make small grants to other deserving causes – so if you think of one that 
might benefit please let us know. 

 

 

Membership Report   John Clegg 
 

 
Normally at this time of year I am writing to remind you that your membership is due for renewal 
but this is not a normal year. We started well getting some new members but before we could 
welcome them COVID-19 came along and put a stop to our plans. Membership numbers remain at 
a little over 100 and let us hope none have fallen to the Covid-19 virus. I have not been informed of 
any. The only death that I was informed of came as a great shock and surprise was that of Bruce 
Harper (see obituary by David) A number of MNA members attended his funeral but not all were 
able to go in to the chapel and had to listen to the service outside owing to the limit in numbers. As 
soon as we are free of this Covid-19 outbreak and can once again have our coach and other 
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outings I will send you a new programme and all of the committee very much hope that you will all 
stay with us. In the words of the song “WE WILL MEET AGAIN BUT I DON’T KNOW WHEN.” Until 
then keep safe and well. 
 
 
 

Coach Report Seema Aggarwal 
 

 
The year started with our first outing on 8th February 2020 to The Spinnies, Llanfairfechan. We had 
sixteen members filling our sixteen seater coach, a perfect start but this was soon to change. The 
UK went into lockdown on 23rd March and our coach trips had to be cancelled for the whole of the 
year. Covid -19 brought huge changes to everyone’s lives and no one was exempt. Our coach 
company A2B is now anxiously waiting for our programme to start again in 2021. 
No one knows how 2021 will plan out but we can only hope that some sort of normality may begin 
to emerge after March, and we can once again resume our coach trips and enjoy the natural world. 
In the meantime, I wish you and your families a safe and peaceful Christmas and a happy new 
year.
 

  

 

Bruce Harper   1940-2020 
 

 
The MNA was duly represented during his funeral at Springwood Crematorium on 26th August 
when his life was fully addressed. He lived all his adult life in the same house in Hunt's Cross while 
all his working life was with Liverpool Parks and Gardens – great commitment. His employment 
was obviously a labour of love which continued in his garden and greenhouse. His outdoor life 
extended to being a member of the national association of weather recorders which involved 
having the relevant equipment, recording and forwarding data to the centre. Over the years I had 
interesting meteorological conversations with Bruce whether it be a recent violent thunderstorm 
with flooding, sudden changes in wind direction or a lack of rainfall – he would break off with “just a 
minute I'll go and get the figures”. 
 
His outdoor interests were obviously furthered by his long membership of the MNA and RSPB, 
particularly looking forward to the coach trips, and his involvement in lining-out the local football 
pitches. His enjoyment of the sport extended to being a season ticket holder with Everton. The 
fresh air was part and parcel of his great interest in railways. He was a frequent observer and 
recorder of local freight traffic serving Jaguar- Land Rover and Garston container terminal. He 
knew all the main departure times and when a train was due from Felixstowe, Dagenham or 
Southampton, or if it was late. He also knew his classes of locomotive, who built them and their 
power ratings. Again, long chats on the phone! 
 
The electronic world passed Bruce by but he was a happy contented man. Our conversations 
continued over recent difficult months. Right up to the end it was classic Bruce. I shall miss him. It 
was reassuring to know that he was in the capable hands of Marie Curie at the end. 
David 
 
 

Lockdown Madness – Stanley Park                     John Clegg 
 

After two weeks of lockdown watching box 
sets, neighbours – mine not the tv soap, 
completing two wordsearch puzzle books and 
counting the birds on the wallpaper in one of 
my bedrooms I decided I needed to do 
something or go mad so I decided to keep a 
record of my daily walk around Stanley Park. 
I had in total 43 species of birds from the 

smallest to the largest of British birds, some 
only seen once and others daily along with 
brown rat and grey squirrel.  
Swallows arrived in the first week in April and 
soon started to build nests in three of the old 
sandstone shelters along the top terrace. 
When they had young in them and were 
carrying in food if a magpie was about, they 
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would be seen dive-bombing it with 
droppings. They were last seen on 11th 
October. House martins were only seen over 
the lake with swifts only seen twice with 3 
birds each time. This year has been a poor 
one for swift for me.  
Three pairs of grey wagtails were regularly 
seen around the lake with one building a nest 
under the main bridge. It failed I think owing 
to the large number of fishermen around the 
lake some even taking up residence in large 
tents on the bank. Mallard were in good 
numbers and one mother was seen with 20 
day old young and raised 18 of them. With 
two herons present I heard an excited young 
boy calling “Mum, Dad come quick I’ve just 
seen a blue flamingo!” one for the tick 
hunters. On the 1st October while watching 
one of them a young rat was swimming along 
the edge of the lake and when it passed in 
front of the heron it lunged down, got it and 
downed it in one. A pair of great crested 
grebe had 4 young and after 2 weeks took 2 
young each. 
In the last week of September 4 mute swans 
arrived and by the first week in November 
their numbers had gone up to 9. The 1st 

November not only seen the start of a new 
month but also a new bird – little grebe. The 
lake contains a large number of carp, some 
over 3ft in length. Over the lake were seen 
good numbers of broad-bodied chaser and 
emperor dragonflies along with common blue 
and red damselflies. In one corner of the 
playing field the council had sowed a 
wildflower meadow. This was very good for 
butterflies with 11 species seen. Near one 
entrance to the park is a circle of London 
plane trees and in the centre of them is a tree 
the Sunday group has been trying to identify. 
This year seeing it from no leaves to full leaf, 
in flower and in seed I now think it is a 
Huntingdon Elm and is the only one in the 
park. At the time of writing 2 week in 
November most of the trees are still in their 
autumn colour of red and gold and are 
looking very nice. 
I am hoping that I can soon stop this and start 
to get out once again and meet up with you 
but until then I will have to do as a sign on 
one of the park gates says “Welcome to the 
Park and keep the length of 5 ducks apart” 
 

 
 

Ainsdale to Freshfield, July 2020                Sabena J Blackbird 
 

An outing to the Sefton Coast after the easing 
of the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions with 
DaveB, Ron and Seema was most rewarding. 
Walking along Shore Road towards the coast 
we immediately donned our botanical hats 
noting English Stonecrop Sedum anglicum, 
Burnet Rose Rosa spinosissima and Kidney 
Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria.  
A clump of Thrift Armeria maritima marked 
the entrance to Sands Lake and Common 
Mallow Malva sylvestris was growing beside 
the wooden platform beside the lake. The 
resident pair of Mute Swans – one with a blue 
North West Swan Study darvic ring 4CJY – 
were proud parents of four cygnets. A local 
couple informed us that they had started off 
with six cygnets but had lost two to predation.  
An Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator was 
patrolling the lake and the chattering 
scratching song of a Sedge Warbler 
emanating from the scrub as we wandered 
along the boardwalk noting a few Alder Leaf 
Beetle Agelastica alni plus a number of 
larvae munching on the Alder Alnus glutinosa 
leaves, a few Common Red Soldier Beetles 
Rhagonycha fulva, a Brown Leaf Weevil 
Phyllobius oblongus, a number of 

Harvestmen Phalangium opilio and a Cream 
Spot Ladybird Calvia quattuordecimguttata. 
Grass heads held several distinctive Dark-
winged Fungus Gnats Sciara hemerobioides 
with black wings, head, thorax, and a bright 
yellow abdomen.  
 

 
Dark-winged Fungus Gnat 
 
We entered the Dunes and began notching 
up more plants with Polypody Polypodium 
vulgare, Round-leaved Wintergreen Pyrola 
rotundifolia, Biting Stonecrop Sedum acre, 
Common Bird's-foot Trefoil Lotus 
corniculatus, Common Restharrow Ononis 
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repens, Sea Spurge Euphorbia paralias, 
Yellow-wort Blackstonia perfoliata, Common 
Centaury Centaurium erythraea, Eyebright 
Euphrasia officinalis, Yellow-rattle 
Rhinanthus minor and a scattering of Marsh 
Helleborine Epipactis palustris. 
 

 
Eyebright 
 
After partaking of the facilities of the socially 
distanced Portaloos we continued along to 
Ainsdale Discovery Centre noting clumps of 
Buck’s-horn Plantain Plantago coronopus 
growing in the small patches of wind-blown 
sand that hand gathered beside a fence, a 
chrysalis of a Six-spot Burnet Zygaena 
filipendulae and the first of the yellow and 
black caterpillars of Cinnabar Moth Tyria 
jacobaeae. Returning to the dunes we found 
a few plants of Hound’s-tongue Cynoglossum 
officinale with soft downy grey leaves and 
clusters of maroon red flowers. Each of the 
flowers produces 4 fruits or nutlets that are 
flat and densely covered with small, hooked 
burrs (glochidia) that facilitate dispersal by 
animals. The plant is toxic containing 
pyrrolizidine alkaloids which induces severe 
liver disease in ant herbivores that eat it. 
A number of the dune slacks were still rather 
wet and squelchy underfoot which allowed 
ideal conditions for Purple-loosestrife 
Lythrum salicaria and Marsh Pennywort 
Hydrocotyle vulgaris – a creeping perennial 
aquatic herb with distinctive leaves that are 
peltate (round) and crenate (with rounded 
teeth). No adult Common Frogs Rana 
temporaria but plenty of froglets. 
We continued to Dune Slack 169 for lunch 
noting a couple of plants growing in the pond 
margins - Lesser Spearwort Ranunculus 
flammula and another that DaveB later 
identified as Brookweed Samolus valerandi – 

small white flowers with five petals and 
distinctive spoon shaped leaves held erect 
and alternating up the stem. 
 

 
Hound’s-tongue 
 
The sun appeared bringing a female 
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 
basking on the sand and a pair of Migrant 
Hawkers Aeshna mixta engaging in an aerial 
dogfight over the water.  
We saw swathes of Kidney Vetch Anthyllis 
vulneraria, Pyramidal Orchids Anacamptis 
pyramidalis, plus the odd Common Spotted-
orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsia, a past-it Early 
Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza incarnata ssp. 
coccinea and clump of flowering Sea-holly 
Eryngium maritimum. There was a good 
scattering of Dune Brittlestems Psathyrella 
ammophila growing amongst the Marram 
Grass Ammophila arenaria feeding 
saprotrophically on the decaying roots. 
 

 
Dune Brittlestem 
 
The grating ‘chee-urik’ of Sandwich Terns 
drew us seawards and we stood on the 
frontal dunes watching them flying by over 
the waves. Dodging the lockdown escapees 
walking their dogs and the thrill-seeking kite 
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sand-boarders we headed towards the 
tideline. 
Amongst the masses of washed up Sand 
Mason Worm Tubes Lanice conchilega was a 
scattering of coal pieces, specifically 
Anthracite a hard variety of coal with a 
submetallic lustre. One larger piece had white 
silicaceous veins running through it. The 
source of the coal was one of the Sefton 
Coast’s famous shipwrecks – ‘Bradda’ a 
steam cargo ship carrying a shipment of coal 
to Ireland which ran aground in 1936 during 
bad weather. Despite the attempts of the 
Manx Captain and crew alerting other 
shipping to their predicament they were 
washed to sea when the vessel listed and 
there was only one survivor. 
 

 
Pod Razor 
 
Pod Razorshell Ensis siliqua, Rayed Trough 
Shell Mactra stultorum, Common Otter Shell 
Lutraria lutraria, Prickly Cockle Acanthocardia 
echinata, Common Mussel Mytilus edulis, 
White Piddock Barnea candida and Necklace 
Shell Euspira catena were amongst the shell 
finds. Algae included washed up Spiral 
Wrack Fucus spiralis, Knotted (Egg) Wrack 
Ascophyllum nodosum and Gutweed Ulva 
intestinalis.  
 

 
Mermaid’s Purse Thornback Ray 
 
There was one stranded Lion's Mane Jellyfish 
Cyanea capillata, a piece of washed-up soft 
coral Dead Man’s Fingers Alcyonium 

digitatum, Mermaids Purse eggcase of 
Thornback Ray Raja clavata and the test of a 
Sea Potato Heart Urchin Echinocardium 
cordatum. 
Heading back inland we continued south 
watching the odd Swift scything low over the 
dunes, listened to a scolding Whitethroat and 
hoeeting Willow Warbler. A few Butterflies 
were flitting around with lone Small Skipper 
Thymelicus sylvestris, Large Skipper 
Ochlodes venata plus half a dozen Meadow 
Browns Maniola jurtina.  
A couple of plants generated discussion- Wild 
Parsnip Pastinaca sativa with umbels of 
yellow flowers. Care must be taken as their 
sap contains photo-sensitive chemicals 
furanocoumarins (also found in Giant 
Hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum) that 
can cause phytophotodermatitis with skin 
blistering and burns. The other was Garden 
Asparagus Asparagus officinalis that grows 
wild on sand dunes and is tall and upright 
with one main stem having branches of 
feathery needle-like foliage. Wild Asparagus 
Asparagus prostratus is quite rare and more 
prostate in appearance. Levelled sand dunes 
around the Formby area were extensively 
farmed for asparagus from the mid-19th 
Century and whose history is celebrated in 
The Formby Asparagus Trail.  
We followed the white post markers along the 
Sefton Coastal Path which had become 
overgrown in places by Creeping Willow Salix 
repens through lack of footfall. The dynamic 
nature of this dune system was also shown 
by a large sand dune that had advanced 
across the path that we circumvented before 
joining the original route.  
 

 
Ichneumon Wasp 
 
We had now reached Fisherman’s Path and 
were soon crossing the golf course fairway 
and railway line. A last treat with a male 
Ichneumon Wasp either Ichneumon 
stramentor or Ichneumon suspiciosus who 
are almost identical in appearance. 



 
 

Goldeneye – love is in the air!           Sabena J Blackbird 
 

 
Goldeneye are one of our well-known ducks 
with individuals from Northern Europe visiting 
the UK to overwinter. They first nested in 
Scotland in the early 1970’s and thanks to the 
Speyside nest-box programme they have 
been attracted to nest in specially designed 
boxes put up on trees close to water. 
 

 
 
If you are lucky you may witness their 
spectacular courtship display in the Spring 
before the birds return to their breeding 
areas. Typically, the bottle green-headed 
males swim around the brown-headed 
female, while she remains motionless in a 
prone posture. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
They then stretch their heads forward along 
the water before throwing their heads rapidly 
back so that they rested on their rumps, bills 
pointing skywards, while uttering a grating 
two-noted call. 
 

 
 
They swing their orange feet forward, 
sending up a small shower of water in front of 
them. If one of the males has been 
successful in enticing the female he climbs 
on her back biting the back of her neck 
feathers and mates. It always looks as 
though she is half drowned in the process 
and she often has a quick splash about 
afterwards to rearrange her tousled feathers. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Marsh-orchids at Haskayne, May 2020   Philip H. Smith & Patricia A. Lockwood  
 

 
Introduction 
Established in 1978 by agreement between the North-west Water Authority (later United Utilities) 
and the Lancashire Naturalists’ Trust (now the Wildlife Trust), Haskayne Cutting Nature Reserve is 
a 2.6km section of disused railway cutting near the village of Haskayne in West Lancashire (vice-
county 59, South Lancashire). It has a total area of about 7.8ha, a central grid reference being 
SD358093 (Fig. 1).  The reserve has long been noted as a refuge for wildlife in an otherwise 
intensively farmed district, habitats including neutral and acidic grassland, ditches, swamp, carr 
woodland and sandstone outcrops. An account of the site’s history, geology and biodiversity was 
published by Smith & Holmes (1975). 
 
Marsh-orchids at Haskayne                
One of the reasons for setting up the reserve was a spectacular abundance of marsh-orchids 
(Dactylorhiza), especially in section 1, over 3000 flower-spikes being counted in 1972 (Plate 1). 
Smith & Holmes (1975) reported identification problems, as many of the plants appeared to be 
hybrids. However, the dominant species was thought to be the Southern Marsh-orchid 
(Dactylorhiza praetermissa). Also abundant was the Early Marsh-orchid (D. incarnata), mostly of 
the Nationally Scarce coastal subspecies coccinea, while Northern Marsh-orchid (D. purpurella) 
and Common Spotted-orchid (D. fuchsii) were present in smaller numbers. Early management of 
the reserve included control of willow (Salix) scrub and grassland mowing, partly in an attempt to 
conserve the orchid populations. However, by the early 2000s, the orchids had almost 
disappeared, partly due to coarsening of the grassland sward and growth of willow scrub but also 
because large parts of the cutting became flooded for much of the year. Attempts in 2005 to 
improve drainage by re-profiling ditches in the southern section had limited success but, soon 
afterwards, annual mowing (with removal of arisings) of the damp grassland in the accessible 
northern part of section 1 began under the auspices of a revised Management Plan. 
 

 
 
Fig. 1. Map of Haskayne Cutting Nature Reserve 
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Marsh-orchid counts                               
By 2012, it was evident that marsh-orchids were again becoming a feature of the cutting’s 
managed grassland, justifying regular counts of the flower-spikes in May/June. The orchids were 
restricted to section 1, south of Barton Bridge, extending for about 160m in a strip about 20m wide 
from about SD 3571 0889 to SD 3563 0875. As before, some difficulty was experienced in 
identifying the dominant taxon, the early flowering dates in May suggesting that many of the plants 
were Northern Marsh-orchids (Plate 2), though Southern Marsh-orchids (Plate 3) were also 
numerous. Many individuals appeared to have intermediate characters and may be hybrids 
between these two species, this taxon being notoriously difficult to determine (Stace et al., 2015). 
Fig. 2 shows that numbers of the two species combined increased almost exponentially, reaching a 
total of 4400 spikes by 2019 before declining to 2600 in 2020. The later-flowering and distinctive 
Early Marsh-orchid subspecies coccinea (Plate 4), (Near Threatened in England), also increased 
during the study period, peaking at 134 in 2017 but declining thereafter, only 60 being counted in 
2019 (Fig. 3). In addition, a few Bee Orchids (Ophrys apifera) were noted in most years. 
Interestingly, no Common Spotted-orchids were found. 
 
Discussion 
During the study period, numbers of marsh-orchid flower-spikes at Haskayne Cutting Nature 
Reserve increased 22-fold from just over 200 in 2012 to 4400 in 2019, before declining to 2600 in 
2020. The reduced population was thought to be due to an unprecedented spring drought in the 
region, almost no rain falling during April and May. Despite this decline, the total number of marsh-
orchids present was comparable to the 3000 counted in 1972 (Smith & Holmes, 1975). Population 
growth since 2012 can reasonably be attributed to annual mowing of the damp neutral grassland in 
the southern section, with removal of arisings. A similarly large increase in Green-winged Orchids 
(Anacamptis morio) at Altcar Training Camp reported by Smith & Cross (2016) was also shown to 
be a direct result of annual mid/late summer mowing.  
 
 

  
 
Fig. 2 (l). Combined counts of Northern and Southern Marsh-orchids at Haskayne, 2012-2020. 
Fig. 3 (r). Counts of Early Marsh-orchids at Haskayne, 2012-2019 
 
While detailed studies to determine the nature of the associated plant community were not carried 
out, reference to keys and descriptions in Rodwell (1992) suggests affinities with the UK National 
Vegetation Classification’s MG5 Cynosurus cristatus-Centaurea nigra grassland, probably the 
Lathyrus pratensis sub-community (MG5a). This is a floristically-rich grassland type typical of hay 
meadows on circum-neutral brown-earth soils throughout the lowlands of Britain but which is 
increasingly rare due to agricultural improvement. The Lathyrus sub-community is usually found on 
fairly mesotrophic more heavily textured soils. In wetter areas adjacent to the marginal ditches, the 
vegetation supporting some of the orchids more closely resembles M27: Filipendula ulmaria-
Angelica sylvestris mire, a luxuriant community found on moderately nutrient-rich moist soils found 
along water-sides (Rodwell, 1991). 
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Plate 1 (l). Naturalists’ Trust visit to Haskayne Cutting in June 1976 to see the orchids 
Plate 2 (r). Putative Northern Marsh-orchid, Haskayne Cutting 
 

  
 
Plate 3 (l). Typical Southern Marsh-orchid, Haskayne Cutting 
 
Plate 4 (r). Early Marsh-orchid subspecies coccinea, Haskayne Cutting 

 



 
 

Natural History Photographs  Sabena J Blackbird 
 

 
Angle Shades Moth, Bromborough 
 

 
Crab Spider with Muscid Fly, Norfolk 
 
 

 
Wolf Spider, Arnside Knott 
 

 
Meadow Plant Bug, St Aidan’s RSPB 

 
Common Wasp, Dunsop Bridge 
 

 
Green Leafhopper, Dibbinsdale 
 
 

 
Mayfly larvae, Freshfield Dune Heath 
 

 
Hedgehog, Bootle 
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Collared Earthstar, Marford Quarry  
 

 
Tawny Grisette, Marford Quarry 

         
Rosemary Beetle, Wirral         Red Soldier Beetles, Minera    Clay-coloured Weevil, Norfolk     
 

   
Yellow Stagshorn, Marford Quarry    Cormorant, Puffin Island  
 

    
Bronze Shieldbug nymph, Ainsdale   Sparrowhawk, Bromborough 



References: 
Rodwell, J.S. (ed.) (1991). Mires and heaths. British plant communities volume 2. Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge.  
Rodwell, J.S. (ed.) (1992). Grasslands and montane communities. British plant communities 
volume 3. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.  
Smith, P.H. & Cross, S. (2016). Effect of mowing regime on abundance of green-winged orchid 
Anacamptis morio on coastal grassland in Merseyside, England. Conservation Evidence 13: 79-81. 
Smith, P.H. & Holmes, W. (1975). The natural history of a disused railway cutting. Nature in 
Lancashire  5: 2-11. 
Stace, C.A., Preston, C.D. & Pearman, D.A. (2015). Hybrid flora of the British Isles. Botanical 
Society of Britain & Ireland, Bristol. 
 
 

Mothing Dave Hardy 
 
 
As for everyone this year has proved to be 
depressing and frustrating with the ability to 
get out and about very limited due to the 
pandemic and the requirement to shield. So I 
decided to get some serious mothing done, 
the problem with that was previously I had 
used a homemade Skinner type trap from the 
flat roof extension of the hairdressers I live 
above having left this trap on the roof for 
some time it had become unusable it having 
been badly damaged by the weather. 
Deciding to do what I had intended to do for 
some time I ordered a Robinson trap from 
Watkins and Doncaster in Leominster this 
caused another problem in that the national 
lock down was in force and many of the staff 
had been furloughed so it was some time 
before I received and could set up the trap. It 
now being the middle of April and the 
weather not great I wasn’t expecting much 
and so it proved with the Light Brown Apple 
moth, a micro moth the only regular species 
caught. One of the Robinson traps attributes 
reputedly being that moths cannot escape as 
easily as from a Skinner which suits me no 
longer having the desire or ability to climb out 
of the bedroom window at the crack of dawn 
the only four o’clock of interest now is ‘P.M’. 
The LBA is of interest not a native species it 
was introduced to this country with imported 
apples from New Zealand where it has 
caused severe damage to apple crops in the 
past fortunately it hasn’t caused the same 
damage here. 
 Into May with nothing of great note being 
recorded, at last June and warmer nights with 
the warmth came the regulars Heart and 
Dart, Spectacle, Small Magpie, Silver Y and a 
few new species to my trap the Shuttle 
Shaped Dart and Heart and Club then the 
more attractive species the Buff Ermine, 
Herald, Poplar Hawk Moth with its blaze of 
orange on the underwing when disturbed.  

 
Where these more exotic species come from 
is a mystery, the nearest gardens being a 
distance away presumably they follow the 
railway line along Olive Mount Cutting with its 
wildflowers and fruit trees lining the cutting 
edges. Later in the month a few early 
Swallow-tailed and Brimstone moths and 
Goldspot with Common, Early and Blotched 
Emerald, Scarce Silver Lines, Green Silver 
Lines, and Angle Shades, Buff tip, Figure of 
Eighty making up numbers.  
 
With the V-Bomber of a moth the Lime Hawk 
Moth with swept back wings and ability to 
cling on to your skin putting in an 
appearance. Moving into July and August you 
would normally expect to be bombarded if 
near to the trap by the Yellow Underwings, 
Large and Lesser Yellow Underwings, Large 
and Lesser Broad Boarded Yellow 
Underwings this year it has been almost 
exclusively just the large yellow in this area. 
Also not seen this year are some of my 
favourites the White Ermine, Chi, Ruby Tiger, 
Burnished Brass, Miller and with but a few 
Elephant Hawk Moths with the grey species 
previously always recorded missing from this 
year’s records. I also like to see Buff Arches 
what at first glance is dull moth belying its 
first appearance like the Gadwall it requires 
closer observation of the markings on the 
wings which are superb. With Scalloped Oak 
and several worn and faded Pugs providing 
an identification challenge the number of 
species slowly crept up. Other commoner 
species turning up were Flame, Flame 
Shoulder and the usual Waves and Carpets 
and the normal Rustics and Minors also 
appearing. 
With hopefully a late warm spell to come with 
Copper and Scarlet Underwings a possibility 
it might finally turn into a satisfying year. 
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Ainsdale Fungi Foray, October 2020        Sabena J. Blackbird  
 

 
DaveB, Harry, Seema and I headed to 
Ainsdale NNR for the annual MNA Fungi 
Foray. Backtracking from Ainsdale station to 
the reserve we were quickly notching up 
some interesting medicinal plants. Tansy 
Tanacetum vulgare with clusters of round 
button-like, yellow flower heads that contains 
a volatile oil that is an effective insecticide - 
an infusion of the leaves in Tansy Tea was 
used as a tonic to kill internal parasites and at 
Easter Medieval English cuisine included 
Tansy Cakes somewhere between a pancake 
and an omelette. Evening-primrose 
Oenothera sp. is well known for its medicinal 
properties from the treatment of various 
‘women’s problems’ to asthma and whooping 
cough. Soapwort Saponaria officinalis a 
straggling perennial with pale pink flowers 
containing chemicals called saponins that 
can be extracted by soaking the leaves and 
rhizomes producing a liquid soap. This was 
used extensively in woollen mills to clean 
woollen cloth - a process called fulling which 
gives rise to the country name of Fullers' 
Herb.  
 

 
Hare’s Ear 
 
Walking along the boardwalk skirting the 
small lake we spotted a handful of dark blue 
Alder Beetles Agelastica alni on the Alder 
Alnus glutinosa leaves and came across our 
first Fungi the common but very variable 
species Deceiver Laccaria laccata. Cutting 
beside the Reserve Warden’s offices we 
headed into the woods and found a very 
productive hollow beside the path that had a 
number of clustered groups of Hare’s Ear 
Otidea onotica (although the prefix ono- in 
the species name onotica actually means 
donkey). On the underside of a fallen 
Corsican Pine Pinus nigra were 4-5 white 
cushions that we initially thought were slime 

moulds but on closer inspection on the fresh 
specimens they looked quite fluffy. I later 
identified these as Powderpuff Bracket Postia 
ptychogaster.  
 

 
Powderpuff Bracket 
 
According to the NBN (National Biodiversity 
Network) atlas there are no records in our 
region, so I contacted our Fungi aficionado 
Tony Carter. Good find with no previous 
records for Ainsdale. He also mentioned that 
this was the anamorph (asexual reproductive) 
stage, this is followed by poroid (sexual 
reproductive) stage which forms resupinate 
growth with pores and is very uncommon. 
 

 
Bloody Brittlegill 
 
A fine show of Russulales including Bloody 
Brittlegill Russula sanguinaria with blood-red 
caps and red-flushed stems, the similar 
looking Crab Brittlegill Russula xerampelina 
that smells of shellfish and the yellow hued 
Ochre Brittlegill Russula ochroleuca.  
A roving flock of Long-tailed Tits gave close 
views as we approached a handy fallen log 
for our lunch break after first noting that it 
was covered in the bootlace rhizomorphs of 
Honey Fungus Armillaria sp. A flock of 
excitable Crossbills were noisily feeding on 
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the cones at the top of a nearby Corsican 
Pine. DaveB found a Slime Mould Tubifera 
ferruginosa syn. Tubifera arachnoidea and on 
the edge of the Pinewoods a single Veiled 
Poisonpie Hebeloma mesophaeum -reddish 
brown near the cap centre and paler near the 
margins. 
We added Common Puffball Lycoperdon 
perlatum, Grey Knight Tricholoma terreum, 
Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria, Pale Poisonpie 
Hebeloma leucosarx, Orange Mosscap 
Rickenella fibula and a handful of Collared 
Earth Star Geastrum triplex. 
 

 
Woolly Milkcap 
 
Underneath some Silver Birch Betula pendula 
we found a fresh specimen of Woolly Milkcap 
Lactarius torminosus a beautiful salmon pink 
coloured cap with depressed centre and 
woolly bearded edge. Other Birch related 
Fungi included Brown Birch Bolete Leccinum 
scabrum and Birch Knight Tricholoma fulvum. 
DaveB saw a Short-tailed Vole Microtus 
agrestis as it scurried under a tree root then I 
caught a glimpse of a dead Wood Mouse 
Apodemus sylvaticus lying nearby shouting 
‘Stop!’ but too late as Harry’s boot came 
down right on top of it! After reassuring 
Seema that the Wood Mouse was already 
dead and Harry hadn’t killed it we found that 
the moss on which it was lying had cushioned 
the impact of the boot. Our ‘Corpse of the 
Day’ looked peaceful in its repose.  
Underneath some Pedunculate Oaks 
Quercus robur purple dashes of colour were 
the distinctive Amethyst Deciever Laccaria 
amethystina growing both as scattered single 
specimens and in small dense clumps or tufts 
(caespitose). 

 

 
 

 
Wood Mouse 
 
We spotted a few Oak Marble Galls caused 
by the Gall Wasp Andricus kollari they were 
now mature, brown in colour with visible 
emergence holes, from which the asexual 
adults have escaped. 
 

 
Amethyst Deciever 
 
The sun put in an appearance, along with a 
patrolling Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta near 
the small pond that was a nice conclusion to 
the day’s finds.  
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Freshfield Fungi Foray, October 2020 Sabena J Blackbird 
 

 
A couple of weeks later our MNA Quartet 
headed out again at another good Fungi 
Foray venue - Freshfield Dune Heath. 
Managed by Lancashire Wildlife Trust this 
reserve is the single largest lowland heath 
site in the north west of England. We first 
headed into the woodland in Montagu Road 
Triangle where there were plenty of Ochre 
Brittlegill Russula ochroleuca, Frosty Webcap 
Cortinarius hemitrichus and a lone Tawny 
Funnel Cap Lepista flaccida – though it is 
often gregarious and produces fairy rings. 
 

 
Brown Rollrim 
 
Through the kissing gate and into the main 
reserve – two members of the Boletales - 
Slippery Jack Suillus luteus which have spore 
tubes and pores and Brown Roll-Rim Paxillus 
involutus which are gilled - are usually found 
along the edge of the paths and we weren’t 
disappointed. The wet weather made the cap 
of these two Fungi and very slimy indeed!  
 

 
The Sickener 
 
Characteristically under Pines were half a 
dozen of the Russula called The Sickener 
Russula emetica – with bright scarlet cap, 
white stem and white adnexed gills - if eaten 
these poisonous mushrooms cause nausea 
and vomiting. Again under Pines were troops 

of a large agaric with funnel shaped cap and 
white decurrent gills called Clouded Funnel 
and more formerly often referred to as 
Clouded Agaric Clitocybe nebularis.  
Dotted amongst the various Moss species 
were the dainty Orange Mosscap Rickenella 
fibula the cap is usually less than 1cm in 
diameter with deeply decurrent gills. 
 

 
Orange Mosscap 
 
Young fruitbodies of the familiar Fly Agaric 
Amanita muscaria were emerging from the 
leaf litter along with another Amanita - The 
Blusher Amanita rubescens whose caps vary 
between almost white to buff brown and are 
covered in white veil fragments and whose 
gills will ‘blush’ turning pink when damaged.  
 

 
Rufous Milkcap 
 
Rufous Milkcap Lactarius rufus were present 
in good numbers – this reddish brown agaric 
has creamy white gills which like other 
members of the Lactarius family exudes milky 
white latex when damaged. In Rufous 
Milkcap the milk remains white but the similar 
looking Liver Milkcap Lactarus hepaticus 
exudes white latex that stains yellow as it 
dries. Variable Oysterling Crepidotus 
variabilis was noted on a dead Bramble 
Rubus fructiosus twig and in the charcoal 
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remains of a fire site were a couple of 
Bishop’s Inkcaps Coprinellus angulatus. 
 

 
Witches Broom 
 
One young Silver Birch Betula pendula had a 
number of Witches Brooms. These dense 
twiggy formations looking like a tangled birds 
nest occur in a number of Tree species and 
have botanists debating about their cause. 
Bacterial, fungal or viral attack produces the 
development of large numbers of axillary 
shoots on infected buds occurring over a 
number of years for the larger Witches 
Brooms. In Birch Trees these deformities are 
likely caused by the ascomycete yeast 
Taphrina betulina. A large Birch Polypore 
Fomitopsis betulina with wavy bracket edge 
had developed on another Silver Birch. Strips 
cut from the surface of the bracket were 
traditionally used by barbers to sharpen the 
edges of the cut-throat razors they used 
hence the other common name for this 
bracket – Razor Strop. 
 

 
Birch Polypore 
 
Grazing animals on the Dune Heath including 
Hebridean sheep, Bagots and Golden 
Guernsey goats form an important 
management tool in controlling invasive scrub 
species such as Gorse Ulex europaeus, 
Silver Birch Betula pendula and Moor Grass 
Molinia. Their dung also provides ideal 

growing conditions for the coprophilous 
mushroom Egghead Mottlegill Panaeolus 
semiovatus.  
 

 
Egghead Mottlegill 
 
In a fenced off area where the sheep and 
goats were grazing Snowy Waxcaps 
Cuphophyllus virgineus were present in good 
numbers along with a scattering of red 
coloured Waxcaps Hygrocybe sp. and on a 
discarded twig Yellow Brain Tremella 
mesenterica. Reindeer Lichen Cladonia 
portentosa was growing in patches on the 
rough ground – this lichen’s greyish green 
lichen branches resemble Reindeer’s antlers 
and they are also a favourite food of 
Reindeer. 
 
We squelched through a puddle at the level 
crossing gate and quickly crossed the railway 
line and golf course where some merry 
golfers were about to T-off in the continuing 
downpour. Into the Pinewoods where amidst 
the pine needles were a handful of rather 
soggy Purple Brittlegills Russula 
atropurpurea and Saffron Milkcaps Lactarius 
deliciosus with salmon pink/orange caps with 
darker concentric rings and whose saffron 
coloured gills when cut release bright red-
orange latex that eventually turns wine red. 
We decided to call it a day and paddled 
through the now small pond by the level 
crossing just in time to catch a returning train. 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 



 
Jellyfish In The North-west           Sabena J. Blackbird  
 

 

In August this year there were a number of headlines in the local press and on regional television 
concerning members of the public who had been stung by Jellyfish on New Brighton beach. Most 
of the reports gave useful information about the do’s and don’ts about what to do if you are stung – 
Do: rinse the area with seawater, scrape spines off using edge of bank card or tweezers then soak 
area in warm water – as hot as you can tolerate. Don’t: use vinegar, pee on the area, use an ice 
pack. However, despite beachgoers posting pictures information was lacking on the Jellyfish 
species involved in the incidents or inaccurate identification was given as to the culprit. Here is a 
short guide to the more common Jellyfish species likely to be seen around our coastline or washed 
up on the beach. 
 

Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita 
The commonest UK species the Moon Jellyfish - a translucent dome shaped jellyfish that can 
reach sizes of around 40cm. There are four circles around the centre shaped like a four-leaf clover. 
These are the reproductive organs - the gonads: in males they are a violet colour and in females 
they are whitish. The stings are not powerful enough to penetrate human skin. 
 

Compass Jellyfish Chrysaora hysoscella 
Easily recognised this translucent jellyfish has 16 dark brown V-shaped lines radiating from the 
centre. There are brown markings around the fringe of the bell from which long thin marginal 
tentacles hang and four longer frilly feeding arms. These can give a nasty sting! Interestingly 
Compass Jellyfish change their sex from male to female as they mature. 
 

Lion’s Mane Jellyfish Cyanea capillata 
A translucent reddish-brown Jellyfish whose bell reaches around 50cm in diameter and is 
scalloped into eight lobes (lappets), each lobe containing from 70 to 150 tentacles. From the 
central mouth extend broad frilly oral arms. These long flowing tentacles up to 3m in length are 
reminiscent of a lion’s mane and give a very nasty sting! 
 
Barrel Jellyfish Rhizostoma pulmo 
The Barrel Jellyfish is our largest, with a diameter of up to 90cm and weights of up to 35 kilos. 
They are commonly nicknamed the Dustbin-lid Jellyfish. Its mushroom shaped bell has eight thick 
arms hanging below on which tiny tentacles are arranged, giving it a bulky, frilly appearance. The 
violet fringe around the bell contains sense organs. They are gentle giants - feeding on tiny 
phytoplankton their sting is mild and mostly harmless to humans. 
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A Natural History Diary David Bryant 
 

 
 
Risley Moss  12th November 2019 
After a prolonged absence Ron Crossley and 
I decided to explore this reserve on the east 
side of Warrington, alighting at Birchwood 
station on the Liverpool – Manchester line on 
a cold, cloudy day but dry and calm. Leaving 
the station you soon enter deciduous 
woodland with grassy glades and clearings, 
some only recently created, intended for 
wildflowers and butterflies. At the side of the 
main path were some large logs and stumps 
with colourful Sulphur Tuft and even bigger 
masses of Honey Fungus demonstrating their 
black, intertwining, “bootlace” rhizomorphs 
which look like roots. Not being satisfied we 
explored offpath and were rewarded with 
translucent Crystal Brain, Shaggy Inkcap, 
several large Clouded Agaric and prolific 
Candle Snuff – I've never come across so 
much, so much that you couldn't help 
treading on it. 
 
Then it was back to the path to be 
accompanied by numerous Robins, a party of 
Long-tailed Tits and the whistles of 
Bullfinches as a Great Spotted Woodpecker 
did some tapping. Eventually we arrived at 
the impressive visitor centre where an 
information board was intriguing with its 
photographs of Adder, Grass Snake, Slow 
Worm and Hobby which has long been 
associated with the lower wetland towards 
the railway. We finished our day there; the 
waters were icy and quiet save a few Teal as 
Redwings flew over. A suitable conclusion to 
a day really intended as a recce for a 
spring/summer visit. 
 
Prestatyn  5th March 
After arriving by train on a clear, sunny day 
Ron and I did the usual circuit, first heading 
east towards the golf course. The Brambles 
and Gorse in front of the bungalows had half 
a dozen Greenfinches singing and chasing 
about amidst numerous House Sparrows 
while a Yellowhammer just looked on with the 
occasional call but very colourful in the sun. 
Seaward in the horse paddock we were 
fascinated by an Oystercatcher sitting on a 
scrape of sandy shingle – once it walked 
away but returned to resume sitting. 
 
As Skylarks were singing when we crossed 
the golf course the distinctive loud  

whinneying trill of the Little Grebe drew us to 
the main drain where we had good close 
views of a pair entering and emerging from 
the reeds. As far as the pumping station we 
had another three pairs; quite extraordinary 
for such a short stretch. Meanwhile a pair of 
Stonechats flitted to and fro. 
 
Making our way across the dune system 
Water Rails called from the wet depressions 
with their reeds and rushes as a Little Egret 
prodded some open water. We had lunch at 
the substantial wooden shelter near the Little 
Tern Observation site. Facing south it 
became very warm as we admired the 
numerous Skylarks, one landing so close that 
you could see all plumage detail without any 
binoculars. The shoreline was fairly quiet. 
The main focus of attention was a Herring 
Gull finding cockles near the tideline, flying 
up the beach and dropping them on to the 
shingle break them open. Numerous nearby 
gulls seemed to lack interest. 
 
Bootle Notes  April – May 
The second week in April had a fall of 
Chiffchaffs in Derby Park with two singing 
from separate trees and five close by feeding 
on the ground amongst the Ivy and Feverfew. 
A pair probably nested in the park because a 
bird sang from the same Ash for the next two 
and a half months, something I've never 
witnessed. Not only that but one was 
regularly singing in my garden and adjacent 
ones for several weeks, even bathing in the 
bird bowl and getting thoroughly drenched. I 
can never quite understand why people rise 
at some unearthly hour to hear the dawn 
chorus because the last week in April within a 
100 yard radius of the band stand I had Blue, 
Great and Coal Tit, Blackbird, Song Thrush, 
Dunnock, Robin, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 
Blackcap, Chiffchaff and Garden warbler 
singing with a Great Spotted drumming in the 
distance. 
 
The rare Rustyback Fern is prospering in the 
sandstone wall at the junction of Park and 
Langdale Streets. Years ago there were only 
three plants but now there are a dozen. Dave 
Hardy has a similar number in roof gutters at 
his abode in Broad Green. Meanwhile my 
side passage has Common Polypody, Black 
Spleenwort and Harts Tongue – all probably 
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due to banging boots and shaking clothes 
after outings. Not a fern but it is remarkable 
how common Rue-leaved Saxifrage is along 
a bevelled sandstone ledge in the brick walls 
of Walton Prison, the whole length of Hornby 
Road. 
 
Back in my garden where I've deliberately 
kept some bare ground the Tawny Mining 
Bees were busy excavating perfectly circular 
holes with little heaps of earth nearby. 
Patiently sitting in a chair can have its 
rewards; for example, a Grey-haired Mining 
Bee settling on the leaves of Phlox, a species 
I expect to see at Highfield Moss or the 
slopes of Moel Fammau. Days later a very 
showy bee puts in an appearance with its 
black and yellow wasp-like abdomen and 
hairy orange thorax – Nomada lathburiana – 
it parisitises other bees, its main host being 
the Grey-haired Mining Bee! That same day a 
different hoverfly from the usual; with my 
insect book at hand this black and yellow 
species turns out to be Sphaerophoria 
interrupta which is widespread. The wooden 
bee-house I bought last year has proved to 
be popular. The main occupants being -  the 
Leaf-cutter Bee Megachile centuncularis 
which cuts amazingly smooth, curved pieces 
of rose leaf – the Red Mason Bee Osmia 
bicornis which plugs the nest hole with mud, 
with up to half a dozen nest cavities in a six 
inch tube. 
 
For the last three years I've had Orange Tips 
in my garden, both male and female. I like to 
think it is because Jack by the Hedge does 
well since I introduced it and it does spread, 
even into neighbouring gardens. Another 
newcomer has been the Devil's Coach-horse, 
two last year and one this year but only half 
the size and yet still aggressive when 
touched with a twig. A final garden note was 
the Hummingbird Hawkmoth which briefly fed 
at White Valerian on 30th June during a hot 
spell with a SE airflow. 
 
Lunt Meadows  May 
I cycled there several times. Twice I had 
Black-necked Grebe, just the one bird. At the 
south end along the trail just outside the 
reserve there was a nice clump of Lungwort 
which I rarely see. Interestingly the buds are 
bright red but as the flower develops the 
petals turn pinkish-blue. The spotted leaves 
also aid in recognition. Towards the main 
entrance around disturbed earth in the path 
were a pair of Burying or Sexton Beetles 
which I've seen previously in roughly the 

same spot. When I later met Phil Smith at 
Haskayne he mentioned that a Hairy 
Dragonfly had been seen and photographed 
by Phil Boardman early in the month at Lunt, 
the first record for Lancashire. 
 
 
Holland Moss  21st July 
On a bright, warm, sunny day Ron, Harry, 
Dave H and I alighted at Rainford station and 
then walked the path along the railway in the 
Wigan direction. Masses of Bramble were 
intermixed with Hogweed, Creeping Thistle 
and Wild Angelica which proved very 
attractive to a nice variety of butterflies – 
Large and Small Skipper, Red Admiral, 
Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Small White, 
Small Copper and a much faded Painted 
Lady. Not to be outdone were several moths 
– Common Footman, Scalloped Oak and a 
micro-moth Garden Pebble – duly identified 
by Dave. Yellowhammers were calling and 
singing their familiar refrain as dozens of 
Swifts, with some Swallows and House 
Martins, swept low over a large field of Barley 
while many others stayed aloft. Ducking 
under some low Sycamore disturbed a 
Speckled Wood after we had been looking at 
a fallow field below us with plentiful Ox-eye 
Daisy and impressively tall Perennial 
Sowthistles. 
 
Crossing the railway it was a world of spongy 
black peat as we came across Field Pansy, 
Ribbed Melilot and Centaury as Semaphore 
Flies Poecilobothrus nobilitatus flitted about 
shallow pools, opening and closing their 
black and white wings, hence their name. 
Over the way Oystercatchers called in flight 
but nearer at hand eight Grey Partridges 
were flushed after we had been watching a 
Whitethroat singing at very close quarters. 
 
We then entered the reserve by the backdoor 
so to speak, a rare example of a domed 
moss managed by Lancashire Wildlife trust. 
Lunch was taken at some very uneven 
ground of mine tailings where we were 
savaged by Horse Flies, even drawing blood, 
but that didn't distract us from finding both 
Skippers, 6-Spot Burnet Moth, Yellow Wort, 
Marsh Helleborine and Common Spotted 
Orchid. The central area is one of Ling, Bog 
Myrtle, patches of Common Cotton Grass 
and extensive Purple Moor Grass which 
obscured deep, flooded ruts. Some of the 
grasses had been neatly bound together to 
make smooth domes, all the work of the 
Nursery Web Spider. Eventually we exited 
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the reserve and walked along the road back 
to the station, passing Ferny Knoll Farm 
where a Corn Bunting was in song. 
 
Ainsdale  24th July 
A warm, sunny day tempted me to the dunes 
south of the reserve centre at the bottom of 
Shore Road. Just after the extensive wet 
area with its Marsh Helleborine and Round-
leaved Wintergreen I headed seaward to the 
two fenced pools where I finally recognised 
Brookweed in the shallows. Three Emperor 
Dragonflies patrolled up and down, 
occasionally hovering so as to afford 
excellent views, while on the bare, dry sand a 
voracious Northern Dune Tiger Beetle raced 
about, competing with a pair of Graylings for 
my attention. Then I got into conversation 
with a young man with camera and book 
studying the ground – an insect specialist! He 
showed me superb photographs of a large, 
flattened, black and yellow Soldier Fly 
Stratiomys potamida, the Banded General – 
the group are so called because of their 
bright colours. He kindly directed me where 
he had seen it - “go inland, over the second 
ridge, come to a boardwalk, check the bare 
patches nearby”. With a lot of patience I 
eventually saw one, along with Marsh 
Valerian and deep red Marsh Cinquefoil. 
 
Hooton – Neston  13th September 
I try to pick my days; and so it was warm and 
sunny with a gentle breeze to walk some of 
the Wirral Country Park. As soon as you exit 
Hooton station there is Sticky Groundsel at 
the base of the high brick wall; it's been there 
for decades. Once on the trail and just past 
the abandoned sub-station it was good to find 

half a dozen Broad-leaved Helleborines 
amongst some trees, but only a fraction of 
what used to be there due to large scale 
clearance for new housing. Moving on, 
Chaffinches were doing their pink, pink in 
competition with loud Nuthatches and 
mournful Robins – both male and female sing 
and hold territories. 
 
At the end of lengthy security fencing I made 
my way into deciduous woodland with some 
majestic Oaks but mainly Silver Birch and 
was duly rewarded with some good fungi – 
several Brown Birch Boletes, a dozen 
Blushers, Dryads Saddle and two Bloody 
Brittlegills. Back on the trail a Chiffchaff was 
singing, a Green Woodpecker briefly called 
near the bridge and picnic tables and a 
Speckled Wood glided about the sunny 
glades where I found Common Figwort. 
Lunch was had at Hadlow Road where I 
caught up with John Clegg doing his own 
circuit. 
 
Towards Neston you enter impressive railway 
cuttings with some classic geology, 
particularly slump bedding in the red 
sandstone. Instead of horizontal or gently 
curved layers here they can be very 
convoluted and crumpled. Masses of sand 
was originally deposited on gentle slopes in 
water under calm conditions but at some 
stage earth tremors caused the sediment to 
slide and fold. Way into the future after the 
sand had been converted into rock, erosion 
removed much and created a flat surface on 
which new sediment was laid – a textbook 
example of an unconformity. 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Year In Pictures 
 

 

   
 

                
 

   
 
Top left, Cinnabar Moth Tyria jacobaeae, Bromborough, Sabena J Blackbird 
Top right, Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum, Ainsdale, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle left, Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum, Caergwrle, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle centre, Mute Swan Cygnus olor, Sands Lake, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle right, Oak Silk Button Galls Neuroterus numismalis, Dibbinsdale, Sabena J Blackbird 
Bottom left, Goat Willow Catkins, Leeds-Liverpool Canal, Barbara Lee 
Bottom right, Pink Cherry, Alexandra Park - Crosby, Barbara Lee 


