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Chairman’s Report Sabena J Blackbird  
 

 
2019 proved to be a busy 80th Anniversary 
year for the Merseyside Naturalists’ 
Association. Although numbers on outings 
have seen a definite decline - through an 
ageing membership and lack of new 
members - nevertheless the places visited 
and varied natural history sightings proved 
popular with those members attending.   
The field trip and coach program for 2020 will 
see us return to Welsh favourites we haven’t 
been to in a while such as The Spinnies, 
Cemlyn Bay and Aber Falls as well as those 

further afield such as Lathkill Dale, Smardale 
and Blacktoft Sands. John Clegg will be 
leading his popular mid-week shorter walks 
around various Merseyside parks. 
The next AGM will be held on Saturday 7th 
March 2020 at 11am when botanist Peter 
Gately will give a talk on ‘The Plants of 
Lancashire & Merseyside’ Alexander has 
again kindly agreed to host the AGM at his 
place of work:-. Jackson Lees Group, 3rd 
Floor, Walker House, Exchange Flags, 
Liverpool. 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report Alexander Mansfield 
 

 
Austerity 
All charities must live within their means and 
the MNA is no different – our income is 
declining as membership falls and the coach 
trips are less well attended – equally our 
costs remain relatively the same.  
 
So what does this mean to the MNA? 
The coach trips have been heavily loss 
making this year – albeit offset by using 
smaller less expensive coaches but this is not 

sustainable in the long term as it eats up our 
reserves. If the coach trips do not return to 
breakeven then we will have no choice to 
reduce the number of them or eventually stop 
running them completely. The message 
remains use them or lose them. 
All non-essential spending is on hold, this 
includes the Eric Hardy prize as the 
University has not put forward any suitable 
candidates and the relocation of the AGM has 
saved the fee for the hire of the room. 

 
 

Membership Report   John Clegg 
 

 
For the first time 2019 has seen the 
membership drop below the 100 mark with 
our membership being only 98. If this drop 
continues the MNA will go the way of the 
Dodo and Passenger Pigeon “EXTINCT.” If 
the MNA is to continue we need new and 
active members joining the group. If you have 
any friends or family members that you think 

might be interested bring them along on one 
of our outings and see if it is for them. 
I was only informed of one death, Lynne 
Roper and it came as a great shock. Lynne 
was a very active member both on coach 
trips and local walks and her knowledge will 
be missed. Several MNA members attended 
her funeral. 
 

 

Coach Report Seema Aggarwal 
 

 
Two decades of this century gone already! I 
remember the year 2000 celebrations so 
vividly. 
The MNA outings are obviously keeping me 
going and I am continuously discovering how 
much I don’t know. The outdoor meetings are 
becoming more and more enjoyable as I am 
sure most of you will agree.  

Our 80th anniversary trip to Puffin Island was 
priceless even though the weather could 
have been better, but seeing the puffins was 
all that mattered. 
All our trips failed to fill our twenty- four 
seater coach unfortunately and I am now 
planning to downsize to an eighteen seater 
next year. We have made large losses on 
most trips. As ever our most popular 
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destination was Leighton Moss when we had 
twenty-two bookings and our lowest number 
was thirteen to Ynys-hir RSPB reserve. 
I would like to thank all our members for 
booking early and giving me good notice 
when they have had to cancel. Unfortunately, 
we have not had many new members joining 
and this is why the numbers are reducing. 
Perhaps members could encourage some of 

their friends and family members to come 
along too. 
Our coach outings provide an enjoyable day 
to locations which otherwise might not be 
visited by MNA members and many of us 
cherish this. 
Finally, I would like to thank all members for 
your continued support and wish you all a 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 2020.

 
 

Coach and Local Trip Highlights 2019         Sabena J Blackbird 
 

 

February                    Marton Mere, Lancashire 
 
The first MNA coach trip of the year saw us 
visiting Marton Mere on the outskirts of 
Blackpool. The mere itself is a glacial 
freshwater lake and the rest of this Site of 
Special Scientific Interest has various 
habitats such as open water, reedbeds, 
grassland as well as pockets of woodland 
and scrub.  
 

 
 
A Heritage Lottery Project at the reserve has 
included management work on the 8ha of 
reedbeds – aiming to create a mosaic of 
different habitats to support a diverse range 
of wildlife. Reedbeds have also improved the 
water quality on the site being great natural 
filters, removing pollutants whilst oxygenating 
the water. This has contributed to the return 
of Otters Lutra lutra to the reserve and 
members were privileged to have exceptional 

view of one dog Otter swimming along with 
his eyes and nose above the water, 
occasionally smoothly arching his back and 
diving silently at the reedbed edge and at one 
point hauling up onto the ice and running 
around. Winter wildfowl included good 
numbers of Teal plus Northern Pintail and 
Shoveler, the usual Moorhen and Coot along 
with Cormorant, Little Egret and loafing 
Black-headed, Herring and Lesser Black 
Backed Gulls. I was lucky enough to see a 
Water Rail quickly run between vegetation at 
one of the viewing screens. No luck in 
locating any Long-eared Owls amongst the 
bare tree branches – a posing Grey Squirrel 
Sciurus carolinensis has us reaching for the 
scope in error. Winter Fungi included 
Blushing Bracket Daedaleopsis confragosa, 
Common Jellyspot Dacrymyces stillatus, 
Silverleaf Chondrostereum purpureum and 
Velvet Shank Flammulina velutipes. A Kestrel 
was noted as it hovered for prey and a Cetti’s 
Warbler gave a brief hurried burst of song as 
we continued onto the feeding station where 
there were the usual Blue and Great Tits, 
Blackbirds, Robins and Dunnock plus 
Pheasants hoovering up any seed spills. 
Fieldfares were feeding on Crab Apples 
Malus sylvestris as we wandered back to the 
coach. 

 
March                  Eastham Country Park Wirral 
 
Nine MNA members on this glorious sunny 
spring morning for a wander around Eastham 
CP. Close to the visitor centre Barbara 
identified a Norway Maple Acer platanoides 
that was covered in clusters of yellow flowers 
that are both wind- and insect-pollinated. A 
few ornamental Mahonia aquifolium also had 
dense clusters of yellow flowers with pinnate 

leaves consisting of spiny leaflets some of 
which were affected by Rust Fungus 
Cumminsiella mirahilissima.  
I pointed out a few of the Fungi – Artist's 
Bracket Ganoderma applanatum – 
widespread in Eastham CP this tough bracket 
Fungi lives for many years and releases its 
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rust coloured spores in their billions dusting 
the surrounding area. 
 

 
Birch Woodwart 
 
Birch Woodwart Hypoxylon multiforme – 
mature specimens with a black finely warted 
surface, Smoky Bracket Bjerkandera adusta 
with its distinctive grey porous underside is a 
plant pathogen that causes white rot in live 
trees; black bootlace rhizomorphs of Honey 
Fungus Armillaria mellea and Stump Puffball 
Lycoperdon pyriforme – clusters of spent 
fruiting bodies on the mossy branches 
scattered below the remains of what was 
once Wirral’s largest tree, a Beech Fagus 
sylvatica which was 80ft high at the end of 
the 20th century. 
A number of the trees had the slime mould 
commonly known as False Puffball 
Enteridium lycoperdon. The slime mould has 
two phases to its life cycle: an actively 
feeding plasmodial stage and a reproductive 
sporangial stage. An Ash Tree had a couple 
of patches of the crustose Lichen Lecidella 
elaeochroma. 
 

 
False Puffball 
 
A bird table close to the main path was 
visited by a couple of Nuthatches and Great 
Tits, whilst the feeders beside the visitor 
centre also had a Nuthatch, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, Chaffinches and various Tits.  
A few queen Buff-tailed Bumblebees Bombus 

terrestris were flying low over the leaf litter 
looking for potential nest sites.  
 

 
Cherry Laurel 
 
An evergreen shrub Cherry Laurel Prunus 
laurocerasus was flowering - its’ erect 
racemes are pollinated by Bees and Moths. 
There were lots of Mining Bees flying around 
a small patch of grass opposite the Tap Pub. 
Sid managed to capture one in a magnifying 
plastic pot for closer examination and we 
decided they were Tawny Mining Bees 
Andrena fulva.  
 

 
Wirral Rocks 
 
Seema spotted a number of Alder Leaf 
Beetles Agelastica alni that had come out of 
hibernation in the crevices of an Alder tree 
trunk to bask in the spring sunshine. A 
Peacock butterfly Inachis io flitted by as we 
were beside the abandoned Victorian Bear 
Pit and fountains.  
We spotted various painted stones dotted 
around during our walk – some of which had 
wildlife related pictures – one with a Frog 
another with a Robin – apparently some new 
craze organised by the Facebook group 
Wirral Rocks. 



 
April                  Hilbre Island, Wirral 
 
MNA members gathered on a sunny but 
breezy and cold morning at the Dee Lane 
slipway in West Kirby for our low tide wander 
across to Hilbre. 
 

 
Hilbre Island From Middle Eye 
 
We came across a number of Sea Wash 
Balls - Egg Case of Common Whelk 
Buccinum undatum, Mermaid’s Purse – Egg 
Case of Thornback Ray Raja clavata, 
numerous Lugworm casts Arenicola marina, 
a few broken pieces of Sea Potato – the 
Heart Urchin Echinocardium cordatum, pale 
beige coloured lemon scented fronds of Horn 
Wrack Flustra foliacea that is sometimes 
mistaken for a Seaweed but is a species of 
bryozoan – a colonial animal with individual 
zooids. Conchological interest included 
Common Periwinkle Littorina littorea, Flat 
Periwinkle Littorina obtusata, Common 
Mussel Mytilus edulis, Baltic Tellin Macoma 
balthica, Common Cockle Cerastoderma 

edule, Common Limpet Patella vulgata, Sand 
Gaper Mya arenaria and Dog Whelk Nucella 
lapilis. 
Meadow Pipits were parachute flight 
displaying and Swallows were re-fuelling on 
insects after their journey north. 
On Middle Eye the Danish Scurvy-grass 
Cochlearia danica was in flower along with 
Thrift Armeria maritima. We mooched in a 
rock recess on the main island - a favourite 
locality for the maritime Fern species Sea 
Spleenwort Asplenium marinum with its 
pinnate tufted fronds. Also noted were Sea 
Campion Silene maritima, Sea Purslane 
Halimione portulacoides and Duke of Argyll 
Tea Plant Lycium barbarum. 
Pale-bellied Brent Geese numbered five 
individuals - these overwintering birds breed 
on islands in the Canadian Arctic. Around 
eighty Grey Seals Haliochoerus grypus haul 
up along the eastern edge of West Hoyle 
Bank - the most important seal haul-out site 
in Wales and used since 1928! Observations 
made over the years note that the Grey Seals 
always seem to choose the same place on 
the sandbank to haul out affording a ready 
escape route for the seals into the water of 
the Hilbre Swash. A couple of inquisitive 
males were bobbing around in the sea off the 
old Lifeboat Station along with 3 male and 2 
female Common Eiders. Feeding along the 
tideline, inching forward with the incoming 
tide were Redshank, Curlew and Turnstone.

 

April                               Leighton Moss RSPB Reserve, Lancashire 
 
MNA Coach Trip to members perennial 
favourite RSPB Leighton Moss. On 
disembarking the coach a group of members 
headed along to Myers Allotment a 7ha 
reserve with scrub and secondary woodland 
along with areas of exposed limestone 
pavement. The site is managed by Butterfly 
Conservation Reserve to provide habitat one 
of Britain’s most threatened Butterflies the 
High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe. They 
are on the wing in June and July so we had 
to be content with early flying Orange Tips 
Anthocharis cardamines and Speckled Wood 
Pararge aegeria.  
The High Browns caterpillar foodplant 
Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana was much 
in evidence along with Garlic Mustard Alliaria 
petiolata, Cowslip Primula veris, Tormentil 
Potentilla erecta, Barren Strawberry Potentilla 

sterilis, Wild Strawberry Fragaria vesca, 
Dog's Mercury Mercurialis perennis, Herb-
Robert Geranium robertianum, Thyme-leaved 
Speedwell Veronica serpyllifolia, Germander 
Speedwell Veronica chamaedrys, Bluebell 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta, Ramsons Allium 
ursinum. Dotted around in the shade were 
flowering Lords-and-Ladies Arum maculatum 
- a pale green sheath hood surrounding a 
purple spadix and around thirty spikes of 
Early-purple Orchid Orchis mascula.  
Ron noted some fine Turkey Tail Fungi 
Trametes versicolor and I noted some 
Sycamore leaves Acer pseudoplatanus 
affected by Felt Galls caused by the Gall Mite 
Aceria pseudoplatani. 
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Lords-and-Ladies 
 
We paid a short visit to Trowbarrow Quarry 
then walked along Storrs Lane, entering 
Leighton Moss near Lower Hide where we 
played the game of ‘spot the Snipe’ and 
noted newly emerged Alder Flies Sialis lutaria 
before wandering back to the Causeway 
Hide. 
 

 
Turkeytail 

 
Early-purple Orchid 
 
An Osprey put in a great show for some 
members swooping & catching fish just in 
front of the hides. This could have been one 
of the Foulshaw breeding pair or a passage 
bird. Marsh Harriers were also in evidence 
quartering the reedbeds. Four pairs have 
been observed at the reserve and were in the 
process of nest building at the time of our 
visit. A drake Garganey was an appreciated 
spring duck for many members year list. 
Other spring migrants vocally announcing 
their arrival included Reed, Sedge and Willow 
Warbler, Chiffchaff and Blackcap along with 
explosive bursts of song from skulky resident 
Cetti’s Warblers. ChrisB had a great sighting 
of a female Redstart and five species of 
Mammal: Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus, 
Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus, Grey 
Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis, Red Deer 
Cervus elaphus and Otter Lutra lutra. 

 
May            Ynys-hir RSPB Reserve, Powys, Wales 
 
An unbelievable nine years since the groups’ 
last visit to Ynys-hir RSPB Reserve. The 
name means "long island" in Welsh referring 
to a wooded ridge which was once 
surrounded by marshland. 
We knew we were in for a fantastic day when 
our first sighting was a pair of Red Kites in an 
aerial duel with talons locked spiralling 
together through the air as we drove towards 
the reserve.  
We put our hearing to good use locating all 
three typical species of Welsh Oakwood -
Pied Flycatcher, Redstart, Wood Warbler 
along with Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, Garden 
Warbler and Blackcap. We had flight views of 
a Cuckoo, looking particularly Sparrowhawk 

like at first glance, and heard another male 
calling. A Great-spotted Woodpecker flew by 
on its undulating bouncy flight path calling 
‘tchik’ loudly and a circling Buzzard mewed. A 
Tree Pipit launched itself from a treetop 
singing its repetitive song before culminating 
in a ‘si-si-si’ and floating down to its perch. 
The reedbeds held singing Eurasian Reed 
Warbler and Sedge Warbler, the pools held 
Grey Heron, Oystercatcher, Lapwing, Curlew, 
Redshank, Shelduck and an escapee Red-
breasted Goose.  
Single sightings of Orange Tip Anthocharis 
cardamines, Speckled Wood Pararge 
aegeria, Wall Lasiommata megera and 
Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus. A female Broad 
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Bodied Chaser Libellula depressa was 
obliging for a photo. 
 

 
Broad Bodied Chaser 
 
A whole host of plants with Wall-rue 
Asplenium ruta-muraria, Lady-fern Athyrium 
filix-femina, Male-fern Dryopteris filix-mas, 

Broad Buckler-fern Dryopteris dilatata, 
Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris, Greater 
Stitchwort Stellaria holostea, Red Campion 
Silene dioica, Common Dog-violet Viola 
riviniana, Cuckooflower Cardamine pratensis, 
Yellow Pimpernel Lysimachia nemorum, 
Navelwort Umbilicus rupestris, Silverweed 
Potentilla anserine, Wood Avens Geum 
urbanum, Wood-sorrel Oxalis acetosella, 
Herb-Robert Geranium robertianum, Ground-
ivy Glechoma hederacea, Ivy-leaved 
Toadflax Cymbalaria muralis, Foxglove 
Digitalis purpurea, Germander Speedwell 
Veronica chamaedrys, Yellow-rattle 
Rhinanthus minor, Bluebell Hyacinthoides 
non-scripta and Yellow Flag Iris Iris 
pseudacorus. 

 

 

June                       Puffin Island & Penmon Point, Anglesey 
 
Early June saw the MNA visiting Puffin Island 
& Penmon Point on Anglesey as part of our 
80th Anniversary. At Beaumaris a number of 
families were lined up along the quayside 
enjoying some crabbing. They had a round 
bait ball on the end of a line which they left 
dangling in the water. Occasionally they’d pull 
up the line revealing a couple of Common 
Shore Crabs Carcinus maenas clinging to the 
bait that they’d quickly drop into their plastic 
crab buckets. A number of smaller dead 
Common Shore Crabs were washed up 
amongst the various Seaweeds on 
Beaumaris Beach.  
 

 
Common Shore Crabs 
 
We boarded the Seacoast Safaris catamaran 
Cerismar II for the voyage along the Menai 
Straits towards Puffin Island (Welsh: Ynys 
Seiriol) located at the north east entrance to 
the Straits. We soon had our first views of 
Razorbills and Black Guillemots on the water 
with Sandwich Terns screeching by. The cliffs 
on the north side of the island held the 

inevitable hordes of nesting Guillemots and 
Razorbills on the ledges intermingled with 
groups of Kittiwakes on their seaweed nests 
and also Shags.  
 

 
Atlantic Grey Seal 
 
A scattering of Puffins were seen – a 
programme started in 1998 by the 
Countryside Council for Wales to eradicate 
the Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus from the 
island has appeared to been successful with 
the Puffin population gradually increasing. 
The Island is a Special Protection Area home 
to one of the largest Cormorant colonies in 
the UK – at 750 birds this accounts for 10% 
of the National population. Eider overwinter 
around the island with some staying over the 
summer – we counted 52 birds. A number of 
Atlantic Grey Seals Haliochoerus grypus 
including a Roman-nosed male were seen 
hauled out on the rocks or swimming in Seal 
Cove. 
As I wandered along to the headland at 
Penmon Point a harsh rattling song from the 
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bushes gave away the presence of a Lesser 
Whitethroat. With a bit of patience I was able 
to observe the bird and later put a few 
members onto it. A bit of rock-pooling 
produced a nice find of two Chitons 
Lepidochitona cinerea – these intertidal 
molluscs have eight interlocking shell plates 
across their backs embedded in a tough 
muscular girdle. They slowly move across 
rocks feeding on algae in much the same 
way as a Limpet Patella vulgata. The rock-
pools also held Brown Shrimps Crangon 
crangon and Common Shore Crabs Carcinus 
maenas. Some maritime plants with Sea 

Spleenwort Asplenium marinum, Sea Beet 
Beta vulgaris subsp. maritima, Thrift Armeria 
maritima, Rock Samphire Crithmum 
maritimum and Sea Plantain Plantago 
maritima along with Common Rock-rose 
Helianthemum nummularium, Cuckooflower 
Cardamine pratensis, Wild Thyme Thymus 
polytrichus, Yellow-rattle Rhinanthus minor, 
Cat's-ear Hypochaeris radicata, Bristly 
Oxtongue Picris echioides, Mouse-ear 
Hawkweed Pilosella officinarum, Yellow Iris 
Iris pseudacorus and Black Bryony Tamus 
communis. 

 
June                        St Aidan’s RSPB Reserve, Yorkshire 
 
Mid-June saw the MNA visiting a new venue - 
RSPB St Aidan's Nature Park near Leeds, 
West Yorkshire just along the road from their 
reserve at Fairburn Ings. A huge 1,200-tonne 
drag line excavator named ‘Oddball’ brought 
to the UK from the US in 1946 is a reminder 
of the sites former use as an opencast mine. 
In 1988 the area flooded extensively when 
the River Aire breached its banks and mining 
eventually ceased in 2002. After a number of 
problems involving unresolved land 
ownership issues, a 99-year lease was 
signed from Leeds City Council to the RSPB 
in March 2017. The reserve is huge covering 
a massive 400 hectares, with everything from 
reedbeds to lakes, woodlands and open 
pastures.  
 

 
Thick-legged Flower Beetle 
 
The warden pointed out a Little Owl hunkered 
down on a concrete post in the fenced off 
enclosure containing Oddball. They nest here 
along with Kestrels who we watched carrying 
prey during the day and a Red Kite overhead 
added to the raptor tally.  
 

 
Hairy Shieldbug 
 
Metallic green coloured Thick-legged flower 
Beetles Oedemera nobilis were numerous 
feeding on the pollen of Oxeye Daisies 
Leucanthemum vulgare. The male of this 
species have thick thighs called femora 
whereas the females are normal size. They 
belong to the Oedemeridae family – the so 
called False Blister Beetles who can secrete 
the toxic chemical cantharidin as a defence 
mechanism. Harlequin Ladybirds Harmonia 
axyridis were noted in good numbers along 
with their larvae. An attractive purple-brown 
Pentatomid covered with long hairs and with 
banded black and white antennae was 
identified as a Hairy a.k.a. Sloe Shieldbug 
Dolycoris baccarum. 
Butterflies and Moths included Large Skipper 
Ochlodes venata, Small Copper Lycaena 
phlaeas, Common Blue Polyommatus icarus, 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina, Yellow Shell 
Camptogramma bilineata and Large Yellow 
Underwing Noctua pronuba. 
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Large Skipper 
 
Reed Warblers and Sedgies were singing 
from the reedbeds along with calling Reed 
Bunting. There was a right cacophony of 
noise coming from the Black-headed Gull 
colony. They are very much welcome at St 
Aidan’s though providing an early warning 

system about aerial predators to one of the 
reserve’s rarer breeding birds, Black-necked 
Grebes who nest within the BHG colony. 10 
pairs of Black-necked Grebes were counted 
in 2018!  
Botanical interest included Wild Mignonette 
Reseda lutea, Salad Burnet Sanguisorba 
minor, Hairy Tare Vicia hirsuta, Smooth Tare 
Vicia tetrasperma, Cut-leaved Crane's-bill 
Geranium dissectum, Hemlock Water-
dropwort Oenanthe crocata, Yellow-rattle 
Rhinanthus minor, Cat's-ear Hypochaeris 
radicata, Bristly Oxtongue Picris echioides, 
Fox-and-cubs Pilosella aurantiaca, Mugwort 
Artemisia vulgaris, Yarrow Achillea 
millefolium, Common Spotted-orchid 
Dactylorhiza fuchsii and Northern Marsh-
orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella. 

 
July                          Dunsop Bridge, Lancashire 
 
Mid July saw us heading up the Ribble Valley 
to Dunsop Bridge in the Trough of Bowland 
AONB. Beside the river we found a tree 
whose trunk branches and leaves were 
covered in the silken web of a species of 
Ermine Moth.  
 

 
Bird-cherry Ermine Moth 
 
Weaving this construction allows the 
caterpillars to feed protected from predators 
for the six weeks it takes them to grow before 
pupating into the adult Moth. The web had 
fulfilled its purpose with many Ermines 
clinging to the outside of the web and others 
scattered on the grass below. Barbara wasn’t 
completely sure on the type of Tree – this 
provides an important clue in identifying 
Ermine Moths to species level as small 
Ermines are difficult to separate visually. 
However this species turned out to be one of 
the easiest, having five rows of black dots on 
the forewing = Bird-cherry Ermine 
Yponomeuta evonymella. 

We turned onto the track beside the 
Puddleducks Tea Rooms that led up the 
Dunsop Valley. We had great views of a 
Spotted Flycatcher doing the typical 
Flycatcher behaviour of perching on a branch 
looking for tasty insects before quickly flying 
off, chasing and grabbing its prey in flight 
before returning to its lookout perch. Quite a 
number of Siskins rapidly twittering away in a 
small conifer plantation along with ‘pitchoo-
ing’ Coal Tits.  
 

 
Red-legged Shieldbug 
 
The sunshine had brought out a whole variety 
of Insect species that had me quickly 
changing to a macro lens on my camera. 
There were a couple of Red-legged 
Shieldbugs Pentatoma rufipes – this is quite 
common in wooded area in Britain and one of 
the larger Pentamoids overall brown – slightly 
metallic looking in the sunshine - with orange 
legs, a slightly hooked projections at the front 
of the pronotum and a pale spot at the tip of 
the scutellum. The adults are partly 
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predatory, feeding on caterpillars and other 
insects as well as fruits. 
 

 
Meadow Plant Bug 
 
A female Meadow Plant Bug Leptopterna 
dolabrata this Bug belonging to the Miridae 
family is common & widespread throughout 
the UK, feeding on a variety of Grasses. Red-
legged Ichneumon a.k.a. False Slip Wasp 
Buathra laborator – belonging to the 
parasitoid Wasp family Ichneumonidae the 
females have an ovipositor evolved to deposit 
eggs into the larvae of other Insects. 
 

 
Red-legged Ichneumon 
 
Quite a large number of stridulating 
Grasshoppers that boinged around as I 
approached - I managed to photograph a few 
of them  as they can be quite difficult to 
identify as there are only subtle differences 
between species and many exhibit colour 
variations. Common Field Grasshopper 
Chorthippus brunneus and Common Green 
Grasshopper Omocestus viridulus were later 
ID’d.  

A tenacious Twin-lobed Deerfly Chrysops 
relictus avoided my attempts at swotting it 
away and gave me a nasty bite. The Bracken 
Pteridium aquilinum held a Marsh Snipe Fly 
Rhagio tringarius - this species lacks the dark 
wing stigma of most other Rhagio species. 
There was also Common Froghopper 
Philaenus spumarius and Noonday Fly 
Mesembrina meridiana – very distinctive 
being a jet black colour adorned with orange-
gold on the base of its wings, on its feet and 
on its face. 
Swallows were hovering insects above a 
small pond where an Emperor Dragonfly 
Anax imperator was also seen patrolling - 
later I had a female Broad-bodied Chaser 
Libellula depressa briefly land on vegetation. 
A reasonable selection of Butterflies although 
not in the numbers we would have expected  
- Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris, Large 
White Pieris brassicae, Painted Lady Cynthia 
cardui, Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta, 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina and Ringlet 
Aphantopus hyperantus. The leaves of a 
Common Nettle Urtica dioica were covered in 
approx week old Peacock Inachis io 
caterpillars  
The Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium 
umbels were attracting the inevitable bonking 
Common Red Soldier Beetles Rhagonycha 
fulva and a variety of Batesian mimics – 
Hoverflies that have evolved to resemble 
Bees or Wasps as a defence mechanism 
against predation. These included Tapered 
Dronefly Eristalis pertinax, Syrphus ribesii 
and Leucozona laternaria. 
Harry and Les Bushell enthused about a 
sighting they had of a Stoat Mustela erminea 
darting across a path and dancing –flinging 
itself around with arched back. This whirling, 
Dervish-like dance is said to mesmerise prey 
species such as Rabbits Oryctolagus 
cuniculus before the Stoat comes in for the 
kill, biting the back of the prey’s neck. This 
behaviour could also be linked to 
Skrjabingylus infections – a parasitic 
nematode found in the nasal sinuses of 
Mustelids. 
 

 
August                         Potteric Carr, Yorkshire 
 
In late August the MNA visited Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust’s flagship reserve Potteric Carr 
near Doncaster. We quickly began identifying 
some of the flowering plants in the marsh 
outside the visitor centre noting Perforate St. 
John's Wort Hypericum perforatum, Upright 

Hedge-parsley Torilis japonica, Purple-
loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, Sheep's-bit 
Jasione montana, Small Scabious Scabiosa 
columbaria, Bristly Oxtongue Picris 
echioides, Prickly Sow-thistle Sonchus asper 
and Marsh Hawk's-beard Crepis paludosa.



 

Natural History Photographs 2019 Sabena J Blackbird 
 

 
Bee Orchid at Caergwrle 
 
 

 
Azure Damselfly female at Caergwrle 
 
 

 
Horned Treehopper at Caergwrle 
 
 

 
Spotted Longhorn at Caergwrle 

 
Short-tailed Field Vole at Dyserth 
 
 

 
Green Nettle Weevil at Caergwrle 
 
 

 
Sheep Skull at Migneint 
 
 

 
Six-spot Burnet Moth at Ainsdale 
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Meadow Brown at St Aidan’s RSPB  
 

 
Otter Shell at Ainsdale 

         
Field Scabious at Minera      Calocoris roseomaculatus       Marsh Helleborine at Ainsdale 
 

   
Sea Spurge at Ainsdale      Robins Pincushion Gall at Minera 
 

     
Lucerne Bug at Highfield Moss    Common Earwig at Highfield Moss 



An unfortunate juvenile Bullfinch was looking 
a bit dazed and with blood on its beak as it 
sat in the corner of a wooden shelter - it had 
probably flown into the window – and we left 
it to recuperate. 
 

 
Bullfinch 
 
Shieldbugs were nicely represented by a 
cluster of Parent Bug Elasmucha grisea 
nymphs on the leaf of an Italian Alder Alnus 
cordata, a Hawthorn Shieldbug Acanthosoma 
haemorrhoidale nymph and adult Common 
Green Shieldbug Palomena prasina.  
 

 
Parent Bug Nymphs 
 
Beside Willow Marsh a brief glimpse of 
sunshine brought the Odonata out in their 
masses. Migrant Hawkers Aeshna mixta and 
a few Emperor Dragonflies Anax imperator 
and Common Darters Sympetrum striolatum 
were patrolling above the reedbeds, zig-
zagging back and forth in such numbers they 
were having to perform aerial manoeuvres to 
avoid bumping into each other. They were as 
inquisitive as ever, hovering close and 
eyeballing us before darting off on a whir of 
wings. Indeed each of their four wings is 
controlled by separate muscles and they are 
able to rotate their wings as well as change 
the direction in which they flap their wings 
giving them incredible aerodynamic 
capabilities.  
Birding from the hides overlooking Huxter 
Well Marsh, Piper Marsh and the Scrapes 
was rewarding with Green Sandpiper, 

Greenshank, Little Egret, adult and juvenile 
Common Terns, Pochard, Gadwall, Teal etc. 
 

 
Hawthorn Shieldbug Nymph 
 
Another burst of sunshine brought out 
Common Darters Sympetrum striolatum 
some of whom landed on the fence rails or on 
the gravel path along with a few svelte of 
waist Ruddy Darters Sympetrum sanguineum 
and a lone Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum 
cancellatum.  
  

 
Common Darter 
 
More botanical notables with Traveller's-joy 
Clematis vitalba, Meadowsweet Filipendula 
ulmaria, late flowering Wild Strawberry 
Fragaria vesca, Meadow Crane’s-bill 
Geranium pratense, Burnet-saxifrage 
Pimpinella saxifrage, Yellow-wort Blackstonia 
perfoliata, Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara, 
Common Figwort Scrophularia nodosa, 
Common Toadflax Linaria vulgaris, Red 
Bartsia Odontites vernus, Canadian Fleabane 
Conyza canadensis, Tansy Tanacetum 
vulgare, Mugwort Artemisia vulgaris, white 
and pink varieties of Yarrow Achillea 
millefolium and in one of the ponds Floating 
Sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans. 
A Broom Cytisus scoparius bush was 
covered in greyish clusters of galls. The Gall 
Mite Aceria genistae attacks the Broom buds 
in the spring and the resulting distorted 
leaves with greyish pubescence conceal and 
nourish the mites. Fungi included Giant 
Puffball Calvatia gigantea, Hoof Fungus 
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Fomes fomentarius and Common Earthball 
Scleroderma citrinum. ‘Corpse of the Day’ 
was a young Field Vole Microtus agrestis and 

finder of ‘Scat of the Day’ went to Harry 
Standaloft with his prized tube of Roe Deer 
Capreolus capreolus droppings! 

 

 
Ainsdale July 2019 Sabena J Blackbird 
 

 
I met up with Ron Crossley and DaveB at 
Ainsdale railway station before wandering 
down Shore Road to Sands Lake noting 
Field-rose Rosa arvensis, Japanese Rose 
Rosa rugosa, English Stonecrop Sedum 
anglicum, Common Restharrow Ononis 
repens and Dove's-foot Crane's-bill Geranium 
molle en route. A pair of Mute Swans swam 
over to us as we stood on the wooden jetty, 
one wearing a blue Darvic ring 4CJY. They 
were joined by a couple of Coot and a 
squabbling fractious bunch of Mallards with 
their urchin youngsters begging for food. The 
previous week DaveB had seen a couple of 
Black-tailed Skimmers Orthetrum 
cancellatum  basking in the sun on the 
boardwalk – no such luck today – just a few 
Blue-tailed Damselflies Ischnura elegans 
including a mating pair and a Broad-bodied 
Chaser Libellula depressa. A Little Grebe 
swam close to us and on the far side of the 
lake were statue-like Cormorant and Grey 
Heron. One of the lakeside Alders Alnus 
glutinosa leaves were being thoroughly 
devoured by the larvae of Alder Leaf Beetle 
Agelastica alni whereas other Alders close-by 
appeared unaffected.  
 

 
Cinnabar Moth Caterpillar 
 
The wasteground along the Promenade was 
productive with Biting Stonecrop Sedum acre, 
Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria, Hare's-foot 
Clover Trifolium arvense, Sea Spurge 
Euphorbia paralias, Common Stork's-bill 
Erodium cicutarium and Common Centaury 
Centaurium erythraea. The Oxford Ragwort 
Senecio squalidus leaves were taking a 
bashing from the numerous Cinnabar Moth 

Tyria jacobaeae caterpillars munching 
through their leaves – some plants being 
reduced to a mere stalk. 
We bumped into John Dempsey outside the 
Ainsdale Discovery Centre who told us about 
recent sightings. Clambering into the dunes 
the rather incongruous Polypody Polypodium 
vulgare – more usually found in Welsh 
Oakwoods was the prelude to a whole host of 
noteworthy plants: Lesser Spearwort 
Ranunculus flammula, Creeping Willow Salix 
repens, a lone flowering Round-leaved 
Wintergreen Pyrola rotundifolia with many 
other round-shaped leaves dotted around in a 
drier dune slack, Marsh Cinquefoil Potentilla 
palustris, Strawberry Clover Trifolium 
fragiferum, Evening Primrose Oenothera sp. 
Wild Parsnip Pastinaca sativa, Bittersweet 
Solanum dulcamara, Hound’s-tongue 
Cynoglossum officinale that had gone to 
seed, Eyebright Euphrasia officinalis and 
Wild Asparagus Asparagus prostratus.  
 

 
Strawberry Clover 
 
Although most of the Pyramidal Orchid 
Anacamptis pyramidalis and Southern Marsh-
orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa were past 
their best there were a few scattered Marsh 
Helleborine Epipactis palustris that were 
reasonably fresh. 
Swifts zoomed by screeching, a Kestrel 
hovered in the distance, Mepits and Reed 
Buntings frequented the scrub and small 
flocks of Goldfinches and Linnets flew around 
twittering. Butterflies included Gatekeeper 
Pyronia tithonus and Meadow Brown Maniola 
jurtina although no sign of the Grayling 
Hipparchia semele that John had reported 
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basking in the sun on the west facing 
exposed sand dunes. I had a photo session 
with obliging Six-spot Burnet Zygaena 
filipendulae and young Common Frog Rana 
temporaria.  
We stopped for lunch beside the water filled 
Dune slack 169 which had Brookweed 
Samolus valerandi growing in the margins 
and watched the patrolling male and one 
oviposting female Migrant Hawker Aeshna 
mixta and zipping Common Darters 
Sympetrum striolatum. 
Standing beside a few prickly clumps of Sea-
holly Eryngium maritimum looking splendid 
with their mauve-coloured flowers we 
scanned out to sea – DaveB picking up a 
large flock of Common Scoter close to one of 
the drilling platforms. Sandwich Terns were 
languidly flying around with slender-pointed 
wings, uttering their shrill grating ‘chee-urik’ 
call an evocative sound of the summer 
coastline. The fishing was obviously 
productive offshore with three Sandwich 
Terns flying by with fish in their beaks. Oyks 
also added their piping disyllabic ‘ke-beep’ to 
the soundscape and Dunlin strutted along the 
water’s edge with their dapper black summer 
bellies.  
 

 
Common Frog 
 
Mooching along the tideline we found a few 
small ~2cm pink coloured ovoid shells with 
white banding – a Sea Slug Acteon tornatilis 
lives in the shell. It is carnivorous feeding on 
small polychaetes including the Sand Mason 
Worm Lanice conchilega whose distinctive 
tubes of sand grains and small pieces of shell 
in which it lives were scattered in their 
hundreds. There was also Pod Razorshell 
Ensis siliqua, Auger Shell Turritella 
communis, Common Cockle Cerastoderma 
edule and Prickly Cockle Acanthocardia 
echinata. One of the Rayed Trough Shells 
Mactra stultorum and a couple of the Baltic 
Tellins Macoma balthica had small circular 
holes in their shells. The Necklace Shell 

Euspira catena feeds on these bivalve prey 
species softening the shell by chemical 
means before drilling through using their 
radula – a sort of rasping tongue. The Dog 
Whelk Nucella lapillus also has this 
carnivorous feeding habit but favours 
Common Mussels Mytilus edulis. 
Other tideline finds included a few Sea Wash 
Balls - the Egg Case of Common Whelk 
Buccinium undatum, broken pieces of Sea 
Potato Heart Urchin Echinocardium cordatum 
and a Mermaids Purse of Thornback Ray 
Raja clavata. 
Four different species of stranded Jellyfish 
with Lion's Mane Jellyfish Cyanea capillata, 
Moon Jellyfish Aurelia aurita, Compass 
Jellyfish Chrysaora hysoscella and Barrel 
Jellyfish Rhizostoma octopus. The latter 
species had recently made UK national 
newspapers where a diver was filmed 
swimming beside an individual off the coast 
of Cornwall near Falmouth that was as 
estimated to be around 1.5m long! Again of 
topical note with plastic pollution in the seas 
featuring heavily in the news we were 
disheartened to find Barnacles Balanus 
crenatus on a washed-up piece of plastic 
balloon. 
 

 
Compass Jellyfish 
 
The following week we met up again for 
Ainsdale – The Sequel, this visit walking 
north towards Birkdale whilst meandering 
between the beach and dune system. At the 
bottom of Shore Road the delicate white 
flowers of Knotted Pearlwort Sagina nodosa 
were growing from a sand bank that was 
supported by a lattice work of wood planks. 
‘Corpse of the Day’ was a deceased Six-spot 
Burnet Zygaena filipendulae – but all was not 
doom – a larvae – the next generation was 
close by. A Striped Millipede Ommatoiulus 
sabulosus with its diagnostic two brown 
dorsal stripes running along its black body 
wandered on the path. 
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We quickly wandered through the beach car 
park and out onto the frontal dunes where 
Common Saltmarsh-grass Puccinellia 
maritima was beginning the process of dune 
formation and other maritime plants such as 
Prickly Saltwort Salsola kali, Spear-leaved 
Orache Atriplex prostrata, Knotgrass 
Polygonum aviculare, Sea Rocket Cakile 
maritima, Sea Plantain Plantago maritima 
and Sea Rush Juncus maritimus were in 
evidence. 
 

 
Common Restharrow 
 
Moving into the main dunes we came across 
a productive slack with a couple of Sefton 
Coast’s notable species - flowering Round-
leaved Wintergreen Pyrola rotundifolia, the s-
shaped style protruding beyond the white 
bell-shaped flowers of this elegant plant, 
Grass-of-Parnassus Parnassia palustris  - it’s 
white flowers with pale green stripes 
sometimes referred to as Bog-stars. Whereas 
last week the Marsh Helleborine Epipactis 
palustris was still in flower in the slacks south 
of the Ainsdale Discovery Centre, here the 
Orchid had gone to seed. 
Also noted was Sea Aster Aster tripolium, 
Lesser Centaury Centaurium pulchellum, 
Yellow-wort Blackstonia perfoliata – with its 
flowers closing in the afternoon, Red Bartsia 
Odontites vernus and Autumn Hawkbit 
Leontodon autumnalis 
The Water Mint Mentha aquatica flowers 
were a magnet for the numerous Six-spot 
Burnets Zygaena filipendulae. Gatekeepers 
Pyronia tithonus and Meadow Browns 
Maniola jurtina were flitting around in good 
numbers, there was a lone Small Skipper 
Thymelicus sylvestris and occasional Red 
Admirals Vanessa atalanta fighting against 
the breeze – a few of which were flying over 
the beach towards the sea. 
A handful of new finds on the sea shore with 
plenty of Common Whelk Buccinium 
undatum, Common Otter Shell Lutraria 
lutraria, White Piddock Barnea candida and 

even a Common Wentletrap Epitonium 
clathrus. There were a handful of Lagoon 
Cockles Cerastoderma glaucum amongst the 
more familiar and similar looking Common 
Cockles Cerastoderma edule – a simple way 
to separate the two species are the grooved 
ribs that are visible extending from the 
margins towards the beak on the inner shell 
in the former species. We found a few cactus 
like projections of Common Glasswort 
Salicornia europaea – a fleshy saltmarsh 
plant that will tolerate tidal immersion in 
seawater. 
Back in the dunes a bit of Odontata activity 
as we crossed a wood plank bridge over a 
small stream with patrolling Migrant Hawker 
Aeshna mixta and Emperor Dragonfly Anax 
imperator. A Garden Chafer Phyllopertha 
horticola briefly posed for a photo.  We fought 
our way through the overgrown path running 
alongside a wooded copse of Alder Alnus 
glutinosa before stopping for a late 
restorative lunch on a wooden bench. After 
negotiating a trail through the copse back we 
all too briefly headed out onto the shore and 
commented on the sun shining across at 
Blackpool in the distance. Behind us a 
thunderstorm was moving in quickly from the 
south-east – darkening skies – the wind 
picking up due to the up-draught of the storm. 
With the first rumbles of thunder we certainly 
didn’t want to be caught out in the open so 
began walking back towards the wood only 
for the rain to start pelting down. We rushed 
over to a handy piece of discarded blue 
tarpaulin that provided much needed shelter 
until the deluge had stopped. Back on the 
beach a Greenshank flew off uttering its rapid 
fluty call ‘teu-teu-teu’. 
At Birkdale Green Beach we moved inland 
again along a track initially through Sea Club 
Rush Bolboschoenus maritimus with its egg-
shaped cluster of spikelets and Common 
Cord-grass Spartina anglica with its clusters 
of yellowish flower heads before reaching the 
landward masses of flowering Parsley Water-
Dropwort Oenanthe lachenalii and Golden-
samphire Inula crithmoides. Our last 
botanical plant of note was a great patch of 
Sea Radish Raphanus raphanistrum beside 
Birkdale dune car park – some of which was 
still in flower, other plants bearing pods with 
beaded segments. 
Both fantastic walks with a great variety of 
Natural History finds all on our very own 
Sefton Coast! 



 
 

Colour Ringed Black-headed Gulls John Clegg 
 

 
On one of my regular birding walks along the 
River Dee at Chester in early 2019 I noticed 
that one of the Black-headed Gulls had a leg 
ring. It took some time for it to get into an 
area for me to be able to read the ring 
number (J4U8) and take a poor photo on my 
phone. 
The following Sunday I asked Barbara Lee if 
she could find any details on the internet. 
Later she phoned to let me know she had 
found that BHGs with rings starting with a J 
had been ringed in Norway and that she had 
sent a report to them.  
The next Sunday she brought me a copy of 
the life history of the bird that she had 
received from the ringers. The bird had been 
ringed as a 3 year old male in Rogaland, 
Norway in March 2012 and had been 
travelling between Norway and The Groves, 
Chester for 7 years breeding in Norway and 
wintering in Chester for the fish and chips. 
 
 

 

 
Black-headed Gull (T4R0)      Barbara Lee  
 
Some weeks later I returned to The Groves 
with my Sunday Group in search of the bird 
but this time we found another one (T4R0) 
that had been ringed in June 2010 in 
Wielkopolskie, Poland. It was next reported in 
Slimbridge in April 2011 and most of the other 
sightings of this bird were in the UK. 

 

A Natural History Diary 2019 David Bryant 
 

 
Holyhead  21st March 
A cool, cloudy, calm but dry day saw me 
initially at the head of the shingle storm 
beach adjacent to the breakwater where a 
pair of Rock Pipits flitted to and fro amongst 
the boulders while a male Stonechat perched 
in silence. Then it was along the promenade 
where the bay was surprisingly bereft of both 
boats and bird life, and to the old harbour 
where two Black Guillemots afforded good 
close views.   
To avoid a trudge along the A5 I took a taxi to 
the far side of the road/rail embankment 
which crosses Beddmanarch Bay, catching a 
glimpse of the regular Hooded Crows in 
Morrison’s carpark. On a falling tide I walked 
seaward along a rocky beach which was 
strewn with great masses of Knotted Wrack, 
Bladder Wrack and rope-like Laminaria, 
complete with holdfasts, following a recent 
storm. As a Chiffchaff sang in the shrubbery 
behind me Curlews began congregating on 
an emerging reef, some 65 eventually. Great 
Crested Grebes and Red-breasted 
Mergansers added interest but even better 
were three diving Slavonian Grebes three-
quarters of the way to full summer plumage, 

their “horns” not quite golden. Returning to 
the causeway there is a tunnel under the A5 
and a pedestrian crossing over the railway 
where I waited for the Holyhead-London train 
to accelerate past. You are then presented 
with an impressive great expanse of water 
which separates Holy Isle from Anglesey 
itself, the Inland Sea – several islets, some 
with trees, against a backcloth of conifer-clad 
slopes. After scanning more Red-breasted 
Mergansers patience was rewarded with a 
Black-throated Diver, very black and white, 
with bill held horizontally, emerging from 
behind an island – my best view of the 
species since Hanmer Mere several decades 
ago! 
Continuing along the rocky trail I came to a 
flooded grassy area with as many as 115 
pale-bellied Brent Geese at very close 
quarters, oblivious of me as they fed and 
grunted. Not to be outshone was the flora 
which was surprisingly diverse – Red and 
White Deadnettle, Lesser Celandine, Red 
Campion, Coltsfoot, Fumitory, Common Field 
Speedwell and Common Scurvy Grass. On 
the return train a female Hen Harrier was 
noticed low over rough pasture alongside the 



 19

Afon Cefni which drains into Malltraeth 
Marsh. 
 
Moore, Warrington  20th April 
Ron and I took the train to Warrington Central 
and walked out to the reserve; but the bus 
back! Leaving the main road we strolled 
along the path between the flooded woodland 
and a deep channel backed on to by 
gardens. Amongst the rushes a Moorhen’s 
deep nest with 6 eggs attracted interest, as 
did two Red-eared Terrapins sitting 
motionless on low branches, their carapaces 
glinting in the sun. Further on, woodland 
Blackcaps and Willow Warblers were in full 
song and a Reed Warbler in its appropriate 
habitat. Little Grebes were plentiful – in one 
location we saw a pair changing duty on 
eggs, so quick that there was no need to 
cover the nest with weed. 
Meanwhile, a Lapwing constantly called; one 
minute slow flapping flight then wildly erratic 
plunges, almost touching the ground. The 
bird’s distinctive fruity call is very 
onomatopoeic, hence its old country name of 
peewit. Orange Tips were common, with only 
one female, as were the Brimstones which 
totalled 7. An interesting conclusion was a 
slime mould which Ron spotted on a birch 
trunk; a white dome shape which had slowly 
moved upwards leaving a bare, shiny trail 
amidst the algae. 
 
Cannock Chase  16th May 
The MNA always visits the east side of this 
large area and so a warm sunny day saw me 
exploring the west side. A quick LNW train 
took me to Stafford and then No74 bus to 
Cannock town, alighting about half way near 
the German war cemetery. Straight away I 
was in deciduous woodland with Bullfinches 
whistling and several Garden Warblers in 
song – the latter turned out to be the 
commonest songbird of the day! Soon I was 
into a wide expanse of heathland with 
occasional Birch and Ash, the main song 
posts of Willow Warbler, Chaffinch and one 
Tree Pipit which would descend like a paper 
dart. Green Hairstreak butterflies were 
amazingly common – I’ve never seen so 
many - along the pebbly trails or on the 
Heather. 
A Cuckoo had been calling in the distance 
but during my lunch one flew into a nearby 
Ash and went through its repertoire, fighting 
for attention as a Redstart joined in behind 
me amongst coppiced Hazel. If that was not 
enough a Hobby appeared on the scene and 

tangled with a female Kestrel I had been 
watching as it hovered – they both quickly 
moved off stage after quite a commotion. On 
a passive note I came across a Garden 
Warbler bathing in a pool on the trail and 
Hornets coming and going from a rotten log. 
On a floristic note damp hollows had clumps 
of Harestail Cotton-grass but I was surprised 
to find Climbing Corydalis amongst the 
Heather rather than its woodland habitat. A 
fitting conclusion was two very brief views of 
a Dartford Warbler in an area I had been 
recommended by a local expert. 
 
Cilygroeslwyd  21st May 
This is a reserve just south of Ruthin, made 
accessible by the 53 Wrexham-Denbigh 
Arriva bus, stopping in the village of Llanfair 
Dyffryn Clwyd where Sabena, Ron and I 
alighted. A short walk takes you to a 
limestone hill clothed with Oak, Ash and 
venerable Yews. The ground flora was mainly 
Wood Melick, Long-stalked Cranesbill, Black 
Bryony, Sanicle and Woodruff which is a 
good indicator of long-established/ancient 
woodland because it’s a slow coloniser. 
Lunching in the old quarry there was Salad 
Burnet and about 3 dozen sticks indicating 
the rare Limestone Woundwort which flowers 
much later. Unusual call notes and song 
attracted our attention to two pairs of Pied 
Flycatcher – quite a find in the Vale of Clwyd 
and so far east. 
Then it was over the main road and along the 
path of the old Denbigh-Corwen railway line 
and up to Eyarth Rocks with surprisingly only 
one Herb Paris on the ascent where the 
bushes had a Holly Blue. An open area of 
Bracken produced several Brown Silver-line 
moths and, best of all, two Pearl-bordered 
Fritillaries. 
 
Rainford-Holland Moss  3rd June 
Ron and I took the Kirkby train where we 
changed to the Manchester train for Rainford 
Junction. We were soon into countryside with 
some majestic Oak and Ash while below 
were masses of Comfrey and Green Alkanet, 
and a nice display of pink Bistort. Musical 
accompaniment was supplied by loud 
Blackcaps, a Whitethroat and eventually a 
total of three Yellowhammers. Out in the 
fields of Wheat and Barley a complete 
change as Swifts swept low and a Skylark 
singing overhead and eventually landing on 
our path, attracting our attention for a 
considerable time. 



 
 
 
 
 
 



After losing the path a detour found us at 
Holland Moss where the entrance had a 
single Bee Orchid, Hairy Tare and Fumitory. 
The moss is a gentle dome of thick peat 
colonised by Heather, Cross-leaved Heath, 
Soft Rush, Cotton-grass, Silver Birch and 
Downy Birch. There was a rich song-scape of 
Willow Warbler, Reed Bunting, 
Yellowhammer and Whitethroat as movement 
below drew our attention to a Four-spotted 
Chaser and several Latticed Heath moths. At 
the south end a lower, grassy, boggy area 
had Cut-leaved Cranesbill, Bird’s Foot Trefoil, 
Common Spotted Orchid and Twayblade – 
but also a plant I couldn’t identify what with its 
5 deep blue petals and yellow centre – in fact 
Blue-eyed Grass of North American origin. 
Common Blues and Peacocks added interest 
as did a nearby Lesser Whitethroat rattling 
away in the dense scrub. 
Walking back to the station along the road via 
Ferny Knoll, on a separate visit, a Grey 
Wagtail was perched on a fence rail while 
pair of Oystercatchers were constantly 
“kleeping” in competition with two pairs of 
Lapwing. I had wanted to photograph the 
above alien plant but I was too late; the 
petals close by midday! 
 
Caergwle (1)  18th June 
Using the Bidston-Wrexham train I got off at 
Cefn-y-bedd halt and walked up the wooded 
valley of the Afon Cegidog, a tributary of the 
Alun. As usual Giant Horsetails were prolific 
along the boardwalk with some Figwort and 
on an Alder leaf a micro-moth with the largest 
antennae of all – Nemophora degeerella.  
Eventually you break out into an open area, 
Fryddu Reserve, a fairly recent site of 
sand/gravel extraction but now one of Soft 
Rush, Bird’s foot Trefoil and Common 
Spotted Orchid. Green and Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers called from the surrounding 
woodland but a more immediate distraction 
were the songs of Garden Warbler and 
Blackcap coming from the same tree by the 
pond – a sure way of separating them. A 
cautious approach was a revelation; all came 
from the same bird, a Blackcap! 
Time was available and so I headed for the 
wooded slopes on the SW side of Hope 
Mountain above the village of Ffrith. Common 
Spotted Orchids and Twayblades were 
numerous in the sunny glades where at one 
stage I was just standing and listening to the 
Peregrines calling from the cliffs in the old 
quarry when a Short-tailed Field Vole ambled 
towards me and sat at my feet to eat. 
 

Great Orme 19th June 
The zig-zag paths on the Great Orme 
opposite the Grand Hotel were as productive 
as ever. Red was displayed by the Valerian, 
Bloody Cranesbill, Scarlet Pimpernel – white 
by Wild Privet, Dropwort, Nottingham 
Catchfly – yellow by Rock Rose, Bird’s Foot 
Trefoil, Slender St John’s Wort. The only 
exceptions were blue Wild Clary and faded 
brown Ivy Broomrape. After the gate to the 
Marine Drive there were only a few Silver-
studded Blue and two Painted Ladies 
amongst the Pyramidal and Bee Orchids as a 
lone Chough flew over and Rock Pipits flitted 
about the road. Unusually, a Stonechat was 
making whistling notes from a Bramble patch 
instead of the normal wheet chack-chack. 
Richard had gone ahead to the lighthouse 
area for the seabird cliffs – a bit quieter than 
usual but with half a dozen Gannets offshore. 
Then it was off to the Sychnant Pass above 
Conway with its dramatic views down to 
Penmaenmawr. Amongst the Bell Heather 
and Bilberry were several family parties of 
Stonechats but unmistakable calls attracted 
our attention to 5 Choughs high above the 
crags against a deep blue sky. 
 
Caergwle (2)  28th June 
A return visit with Sabena on a very warm 
day was equally rewarding. The initial walk 
up the Cegidog had several moths, namely 
Yellow Shell, Brown Silver-line and Silver-
ground Carpet, plus inevitable Painted 
Ladies, some 9 in all. Recent years have only 
produced the occasional sighting but 2019 
has witnessed huge numbers nationally. 
Close examination of leaves had two good 
results. First, a bright red weevil with a 
narrow, black head, the Hazel Leaf Roller, 
Apoderus coryli. Second, as many as 5 
Longhorn beetles, the very distinctive black 
and yellow Strangalia maculata, feeding on 
the umbellifers. 
As a predictable Green Woodpecker called 
the pond had very active Common 
Backswimmers – they swim upside down – 
an Azure Damselfly and a Common Hawker 
(which is a bit of a misnomer). The higher 
meadow had Bee and Common Spotted 
Orchids, Bristly Ox-tongue and blue Viper’s 
Bugloss while nearby rough pasture had 
plenty Musk or Nodding Thistle, a species 
which prefers lime. 
 
Trefriw  2nd July 
Again it was up the Conwy valley on the 19 
bus from Llandudno Jct which is a splendid 
ride. Swifts were screeching and careering 
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about the village as I tackled the steep 
wooded ascent to another of those simple, 
remote Welsh chapels almost buried in great 
Yews just above Llanrhychwyn – I had 
difficulty finding it! After admiring the roof’s 
oak beams it was more ascent before 
breaking out on to open moorland with 
tremendous views. Plenty of Heath Bedstraw 
and a few Heath Spotted Orchids were at my 
feet as numerous Meadow Pipits and 
Skylarks made me look skyward. Dumps of 
slate had good specimens of white Milky 
Quartz and Iron Pyrites or Fool’s Gold and a 
pair of Wheatears. The more overgrown 
patches had Spring Sandwort which is often 
associated with mine workings and a 
Mountain Bumble Bee. A family of Whinchats 
flitted about the wires surrounding rough 
pasture with black cattle.  
A leisurely descent took me to Llyn 
Geirionydd and then it was another climb, 
over Mynydd Deulyn, clothed with great 
stands of Larch and Pine with their Coal Tits 
and chipping Crossbills. So many trails to 
choose from but I managed to get down to 
Llyn Crafnant, walk eastward along its shores 
and then Afon Crafnant all the way back to 
Trefriw – a grand tour. Trout were plentiful in 
the stony river which also attracted Grey 
Wagtails and a Golden Ringed Dragonfly. 
Sitting on the bank in a calmer section I 
watched a skater but larger than usual and 
more black/white. Just the one, slowly 
moving about the surface and often against 
the slow current. It was the River Pondskater 
Aquarius paludum. 
 
Ruabon Moor  16th July 
On a rather quiet day amidst the Heather 
Sabena, Ron and I were attracted to the 
activities of the Long-legged Fly 
Poecilobothrus nobilitatus on a muddy pool in 
the track. The thorax is metallic green but the 
abdomen is an equally shiny chestnut. The 
males really stood out because in courtship 
they would constantly flick their white-tipped 
dark wings at right angles to the body, hence 
the common name Semaphore Fly. 
 
Brymbo  1st August 
On a very warm day I took the No.12 from 
Wrexham to the site of former steelworks, 
with some buildings remaining as a museum-
heritage centre. What is left is a great plateau 
which is overgrown to a varying degree. 
Some of the rock heaps yielded interesting 
Carboniferous plant fossils, in particular the 
stems of Sigillaria and Lepidodendron and 
the fern Neuropteris. Painted Ladies were 

everywhere and more so as I dropped down 
into a valley with its wildflowers and shrubs 
where I added Small Tortoiseshell, 
Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Large 
White, Small and Large Skipper, Common 
Blue, Red Admiral, Peacock, Comma and 
Silver-washed Fritillary – 13 species. It was 
interesting to note how the Skippers preferred 
the Knapweed while masses of Honey Bees 
kept to the Ribbed (White) Melilot. The valley 
floor had Several Broad-leaved Helleborines 
in the shade and more busy Semaphore 
Flies. 
 
Little Orme  8th August 
Ron and I made our usual trip to a most 
interesting place. The small overgrown quarry 
had a Migrant Hawker patrolling to and fro at 
close quarters and then it was up on to the 
barer slopes where we came across 
numerous fresh green Carline Thistles as 
opposed to their usual tough, dry, brown 
form. The very rare White Horehound was in 
flower amongst taller Nettles which probably 
afford some protection in a sheep field. At the 
summit we looked down on 3 dozen 
Cormorants on their guano-streaked, steep 
slopes with a few birds still on nests. Nearby I 
was most surprised to see two little clumps of 
the White Horehound in a very exposed 
patch of grass; how did they get there? 
Dropping down to the lowest excavation we 
disturbed two Silver Y moths and 
Gatekeepers as Painted Ladies went by in 
powerful flight. Big clumps of Traveller’s 
Joy/Old Man’s Beard and 16 stems of 
Vervain in flower were a good finish. 
 
Bootle etc  15th September 
A strange, lozenge-shaped, brown insect on 
my front door proved to be the Bishop’s Mitre 
Shieldbug Aelia acuminata which I had 
already seen when Phil Smith and Pat 
Lockwood were doing a survey on Freshfield 
Dune Heath. The species is a relative 
newcomer to the North West. A few weeks 
previous I had met Phil at Highfield Moss 
when he commented that during summer 
there he had identified the Long-winged 
Conehead Conocephalus discolour, first 
record in the NW, which is another species 
moving up from the South. 
 
Hilbre Island  16th September 
A breezy, sunny day saw Ron and I on Hilbre 
for the 1pm tide while most of N. Wales was 
obscured by dark, low cloud. Some 20 
Wheatears were on the two main islands 
while a dozen Sandwich Terns were on the 



 23

diminishing sands, giving their grating calls 
as they retreated to a new position. Two Little 
Egrets fished the rocky edge to the main 
channel, quite oblivious of the great flocks of 
noisy Oystercatchers sweeping in to settle at 
the north end of Middle Hilbre, their favourite 
gathering place – with just a few Curlew and 
Redshank for company. As the tide receded 
a small flock of silvery Sanderling and dumpy 
grey Knot flew in and afforded good, close 
views, adding variety to nine Ringed Plover to 
our right by the ramp on to the island. A 
climax was when four Brent Geese (one 
dark-bellied) arrived and started feeding, 
tugging at the weed. 
On a floristic note some Thrift and Rock Sea 
Spurrey were still in flower, as was Rock Sea 
Lavender which manages to somehow 
survive in the narrowest of cracks in the red 
sandstone. Sea Spleenwort was doing well, 
so much so that it is spreading to the drier 
south-facing rocks at the back of the cove – 
with large, lush specimens. 
We had enjoyed the hospitality of Steve 
Williams in the observatory when he invited 
us to return to the mainland in his Land Rover 
with the proviso that it could be rough. Indeed 
it was but an experience – mind you it 
expired with a few hundred yards to go. We 
walked the remainder as he telephoned his 
garage for a rescue! 
 
Great Orme  19th September 
Back again but not at this time of the year. 
However, a very warm day was too tempting. 
The rough slopes above Haulfre Gardens still 
had Rock Rose, Small Scabious, Hedge 
Mustard, Bloody Cranesbill, Saw-wort and 
abundant Scarlet Pimpernel (very pink) 
amongst plentiful native Goldenrod. Entering 
the reserve via the “secret door” it was 
reassuring to see big healthy shoots of the 
Strawberry Tree Arbutus unedo which had 
tragically been cut down some years ago. 
Nearby were Stinking Iris with their clusters of 
bright orange seeds. Then I walked the 
seated path to West Shore, noting a frequent 
reddish-green plant with small, delicate, pale 
pink flowers. My book confirmed it as 
Calamint which was new to me. Taking a 
rocky trail to the right I had two Graylings for 
company, more Calamint and Ploughman’s 
Spikenard. 
Joining the Marine Drive with steep grassy 
slopes above me to the right it was also 
reassuring to see several dozen rounded 
pyramids and domes of Juniper with just as 
many young miniature forms. At the north 

end the slopes were ablaze with the yellow of 
Western Gorse and some lingering Bell 
Heather as a pair of Choughs called during 
frequent flyovers. 
I concluded by going up to the limestone 
pavement where the deep fissures or grykes 
and rounded potholes held Herb Robert, 
Hart’s Tongue, Maidenhair Spleenwort, 
Brittlebladder Fern and Pellitory of the Wall 
as a Stonechat perched on a sprig of Gorse, 
three Wheaters flew up and down the farm’s  
drystone wall and Swallows swooped low. 
 
Dove Stone Reservoir  5th October 
This is one of three reservoirs in a dramatic 
landscape below Saddleworth Moor. After 
leaving Greenfield the main objective is a 
block of sloping, open woodland just above 
the carpark with Oak, Beech and Pine. As 
Bullfinches whistled and Nuthatches 
chattered away scanning the leaf litter soon 
had its rewards. Common Earthballs, 
resembling potatoes, were everywhere in 
contrast to only the occasional but more 
colourful Yellow Brittlegill/Russule and Purple 
Brittlegill. A dark log had at one end large, 
white Lumpy/Beech Bracket with distinctive 
green algae and at the other end minute 
yellow Small Stagshorn. Under a Pine were 
the classic Fly Agarics at various stages of 
growth while another rotting log had 
numerous delicate Milky Bonnets. The wood 
is guaranteed for Amethyst Deceiver, a 
dramatic purple, but I was surprised to count 
as many as 85 beneath two neighbouring 
Oaks. Looking more closely at the leaf litter 
very small, 5-10mm, white, branching fungi 
transpired to be Crested Coral – easy to 
miss. 
After a quiet spell the wood became more 
active with Chaffinches, Coal Tits, Long-tailed 
Tits and even a few Siskins as a Great 
Spotted Woodpecker called higher up 
towards a crag. Moving off amongst the grass 
I flushed a Silver Y moth. Walking along the 
reservoir I came across a new trail through 
the conifers – normally you climb over a 
fence! Here the rotting stumps had masses of 
Common Rustgill with their orange-brown, flat 
caps. A final stop at the Larch wood on the 
west bank of the next reservoir, Yeoman Hey, 
produced the appropriate Larch Bolete with 
its large, 10cm, yellow cap. 
A passing, late July visit had some colourful 
Waxcaps in the meadow on the east bank of 
Dove Stone –  namely Blackening ( orange-
red turning black), Honey (very orange) and 
Snowy. All well worth searching for. 



 
 

The Year In Pictures 
 

 

    
 

                
 

    
 
Top left, Twig Parachute Marasmiellus ramealis, Dibbinsdale, Sabena J Blackbird 
Top right, Yellow Club Clavulinopsis helvola, Dibbinsdale, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle left, Orange Hawkweed Pilosella aurantiaca, Caergwrle, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle centre, Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris, Dunsop Bridge, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle right, Common Spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii, Caergwrle, Sabena J Blackbird 
Bottom left, Witch Hazel Hamamelis sp., Sefton Park, Barbara Lee 
Bottom right, Wildflower Meadow, Rimrose Valley, Barbara Lee 


