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Edited and laid out by Barbara Lee
Most photos by Sabena J Blackbird, line drawings by David Bryant
This year's cover picture was taken by MNA member Ken Lewis.
It shows a parent Great Crested Grebe feeding a feather to one of its young.
Ken says "Do you know why they feed feathers to the young chicks? It is to create a lining of
feathers to protect them when eating fish. Nature is such a wonderful thing."
Ken is a professional photographer, and if you visit his website at
http://www.kelimages.com/index.htm
you can buy his wonderful photos of nature or of Liverpool as prints, canvas prints,
greeting cards, or even mugs and fridge magnets. Ken also does talks,
and you can book him for day tours to learn some of the skills of nature photography.
Full information on our 2015 programme of coach trips, talks and field trips
will be on our website from mid-January 2015.

www.mnapage.info
Reports and pictures from many previous trips not covered in this newsletter are on our blog at
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From the Chairman

David Bryant, Chairman

In maintaining the true
spirit and vitality of the
MNA we try to
introduce new venues
to the programme each
year and hopefully
promote a sense of
anticipation amongst
members with each new edition. After all,
towards the end of a programme I’m
frequently asked where are we going the
following year.

hourly service from Lime Street, the journey
only taking about 1¼ hours.
Meanwhile, it is with great regret that the
committee has had to accept the resignation,
for health reasons, of our secretary Barbara
Lee, who has done sterling work since
offering her services five years ago. She has
done wonders with the website and blog, kept
copious all-embracing notes at all meetings
and liaised with other societies and
organisations. Only recently, October,
Barbara’s persuasive manner resulted in a
reduction in A2B’s coach hire charges! In
addition she has laid out the programme, its
supplementary sheet and our highly-rated
newsletter which has few if any rivals. For a
considerable number of members the
newsletter is their only contact with the MNA,
invariably with the question: “Can’t we have
two editions each year?” Barbara’s absence
will truly leave a void in the society.

With this in mind we have a trip to the
Manifold valley in the Derbyshire White Peak
to the south-east of Buxton, one of a series of
spectacular limestone habitats in that region.
You are spoilt for choice, what with Chee Tor,
Dove Dale, Deep Dale and Monsal Dale!
And then, mid-week using public transport,
we shall be visiting Minera, an old mining
area above Wrexham, and Dove Stones in
Saddleworth just to the east of Greater
Manchester. The latter offers dramatic
gritstone landscape with deep valleys,
deciduous and coniferous woodland, several
reservoirs, grassland – all overlooked by high
moorland crags. The RSPB are currently
showing much interest in the area – see
pages 35/37 in the winter’s issue of “Nature’s
Home”. Transport there is remarkable with an

Her resignation will obviously be formally
announced at the AGM. Therefore we will be
looking for a new secretary and so I hope
members give the matter serious thought.
Not only that but we will also be looking for a
coach secretary since John Clegg is currently
carrying out two functions.

Ideas needed !

Alexander Mansfield, Treasurer

This year the MNA made a
deliberate decision to
greatly reduce its level of
grant making given the
significant deficit run up by
coach trips in the previous
year in order not to reduce
our reserves too much
should the coach trips continue to run at a
similar deficit. The good news is that the
coaches will only have made a small loss this
year which means that the MNA will be able
to resume making small grants to other
bodies next year. This is where we need
your help and ideas as to whom we should
be making grants to next year so that they
can be discussed and debated at this year’s
AGM.

As a guide, any suggestion must satisfy the
following three criteria:
• The group / organisation must be based
in the North West, preferably in
Merseyside.
• The primary purpose of the grant must be
to protect fauna and flora and in
particular to preserve important wildlife
habitats
• The grant must be used for non-politically
sensitive activities, for example, the MNA
previously donated money to the
Lancashire Badger Group towards the
cost of buying equipment to safely
capture and transport injured badgers in
Lancashire. The MNA would not donate
money to vaccinate Badgers against
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bovine tuberculosis as this could be seen
to be a politically sensitive activity.

•

The Committee has considered a number of
options and would like to put forward the
following two ideas for approval at the AGM,
although we will welcome any further
suggestions..
• Firstly to extend our previous
commitment for a further three years to
the Friends of Pickerings Pasture to
support their worthwhile activities.

The second is to support the ongoing
appeal by the Lancashire Wildlife Trust to
raise funds for a new visitor centre at
Mere Sands Wood.

Finally, a word of thanks to everybody who
has signed up to Gift Aid in relation to their
membership fees and also a reminder that
you must let us know if the total income tax
that you pay drops below the total of your Gift
Aid donations, as we will no longer be able to
reclaim Gift Aid on your behalf.

Membership Report

John Clegg, Membership Secretary

Membership
At the time of writing this report in late
October the membership of the MNA is 146.
This is the same as last year, and with 13
new members joining in 2014, we are now
gaining the same number as we are losing.
Perhaps the decline of recent years has
"bottomed out".

Please let me know of the deaths of any
members.
Coach report
The members who
have taken part in our
coach trips in 2014
have enjoyed them, but
once again we have
made a loss, with less
than twenty members
attending most coach trips. The new pick-ups
in north Liverpool that members asked for
were not used and will be dropped in 2015. In
consequence, the coach will resume picking
up at the bus stop at the start of the M62.
Members did use the new southbound pickup, and it will be used again in 2015.

It is very important to let me know if you
move home, because I had two membership
packs returned to me by the Post Office early
this year as "not known". The members
concerned pay by standing order, so their
subs were paid, but I am unable to contact
them without new addresses. If anyone
knows who these people might have been,
please ask them to ring me with their new
addresses.

In 2015 we have scheduled six coach trips,
two fewer than the eight of recent years, but
we have replaced them with two longer days
out / midweek expeditions by public transport,
led by the Chairman, David Bryant, who will
take us to some of his favourite spots. They
are Dovestones Reservoir on Wednesday
27th May and Minera on Wednesday 25th
June.

Deaths of members
John Ashworth. See obituary on page 5.
Theresa Parry. Mrs Parry enjoyed coming
along to our indoor meetings but was not an
active outdoor member.
Mary Robinson. Mary was a very active
member until recent years, being out on our
coaches and at indoor meetings. She was
from a farming family so knew the joys of
being outdoors. She may have been our
oldest member, in her early nineties.
Ron King. In his early years of membership
Ron came out on coaches, but he had been
non-active in recent years.
John Brotherton. Along with his wife Jill,
John was always seen out on our coaches.
He was also a very active volunteer for the
RSPB at Inner Marsh farm. John made all
their feeding stations and a lot of the nest
boxes. Jill has had to go into a nursing home
with poor health.

Please also note that two of the coach trips
have dual destinations listed. They are Aber
Falls or Bodnant Gardens on Sunday 14th
June and Rostherne Mere or Tatton Park on
Sunday 11th October. You must choose
which of each pair you want to go to, you
can't go to both. The second destination in
each case is aimed at the less adventurous
members, who would like an easy day out,
with good paths, indoor shelter, a café and a
gift shop, but which charge an entrance fee.
We hope they will appeal to some members
who haven't been on coaches with us for
4

some time. The first place listed in each case
is the "normal" MNA outing, with no entrance
fees, aimed at those who prefer a longer walk
in wilder surroundings.

and easy by e-mail, although using the
internet isn't essential. During the year you
must be available to take bookings by phone
from members, although most regulars book
on the previous coach. The Coach Secretary
should be on most, if not all trips, to make
sure nobody who has booked is left behind,
to collect the money and bank it in the
following few days. A paying-in book is
provided. The Coach Secretary should attend
six committee meetings throughout the year,
on Monday evenings at the Vernon Arms,
Dale Street. The dates and times are in the
programme. Help and advice will always be
available until you are sure of things.
If you feel you could fill this post, please put
your name forward to a member of the
committee before the AGM on 21st February.
Remember, no Coach Secretary, no
coaches!

Over the last two years the position of Coach
Secretary has been shared between three
members of the committee, Barbara, David
and myself. However, with Barbara having to
leave the committee, neither David nor I find
that we can take on this extra work on top of
what we do already for the MNA and other
groups. It is time that the position of Coach
Secretary is filled again.
As Coach Secretary you will have to get
quotations, and book with the chosen coach
company. This takes a couple of half days in
the autumn, after the following year's
programme has been agreed, and is quick

John Ashworth: An Obituary

Barrie Booth

John was the one of the original MNA
stalwarts, an old friend of our founder Eric
Hardy, a former MNA President and one of
the longest-standing MNA members. His
membership dated from about 1963, so he
had been with us for over 50 years.
Both Eric Hardy and John Ashworth were
tutors for WEA courses. John lectured at
Formby, Maghull, Up Holland, Southport and
Leyland. I first met John in the mid 1970s
when he was a tutor at one of those courses.
At some point there was a mix-up and Eric
was double-booked to do a course at
Ormskirk on Tuesday evenings when he was
already doing "Natural History of the Holy
Land" in Liverpool. The solution to the
double-booking was for John to do the first
ten weeks of the Ormskirk course.

Eric Hardy and John Ashworth in the 1970s

Older MNA members will never forget the
infamous occasion on an MNA outing to
Clougha Fell on May 7th 2000, with John as
leader, when he got us lost. We eventually
arrived back at the coach two hours late.
Fortunately the driver on that day was Steve
Mount, an ardent Manchester City fan, and
he was in raptures over his team's promotion
that afternoon. It was unusual for John to get
lost as he had led outings there before in
1983 and 1988, with no mishap.

John Ashworth was appointed as Vice
Chairman of the MNA in 1980 and became
Chairman in 1981, a position he held until
1992, an 11 year span. In 1992 he was
appointed President of the MNA until he
stepped down in 2003. He left his Southport
home and moved to Staffordshire.

Since moving to Staffordshire John had
occasionally attended MNA meetings in his
area, e.g. May 2007 to Lathkill Dale. He was
at Coombes Valley on 17th May 2014, and
some members may remember meeting him
there.

His achievements included walking the
coastline of England, Scotland and Wales,
and also the Pennine Way. David Bryant tells
me he sometimes met him out in the wilds,
when John generously gave him a lift most of
the way home.
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Wildlife Recording
I have completed recording all the wildlife
seen on MNA outings in 2014 and I have sent
the data in to the Local Records Centre at
Liverpool BioBank, where they will be added
to all the relevant national and regional
databases. There were no rarities worth
noting, but this kind of regular reporting of
common species is an invaluable tool for
spotting changes in ranges or numbers.

Secretary's Report
The post of Secretary
As David said in his
report, I will be resigning
as Secretary at the
2015 AGM for health
reasons. I have enjoyed
my five years as
Secretary and I have
done what I always used to do when I was
working, made the job more than it had been.
This, I realise, makes me a hard act to follow.
However, the task could easily be split into
two or even three parts, so if you think you
could do some of the secretary's work but not
all, don’t hesitate to come forward. I will be
very happy to work with my successor or
successors for a while.
One obviously distinct part of the job is the
management of the MNA website, which isn't
terribly onerous. Each Monday or Tuesday
you need to spend ten minutes deleting the
programme items that have gone by and republishing the amended page. At the year
end the webmaster should post the next
year's programme, upload the programme
cards and newsletter and check all the text
and links, amending if necessary. The job
also involves being the nominal administrator
of the blog, but there is hardly any work
involved, as most contributors post their own
write-ups.
The other part of the Secretary's job is to
attend Committee meetings, taking the
minutes and writing up the programme as it is
decided during the year. In the autumn the
newsletter needs to be put together, but the
MNA is fortunate in having many willing and
able contributors, so the problem is often
having too much material!

Terry Williams
In 2014 the MNA reported on 510 species
altogether, including 191 plants, 119 birds,
106 insects, 57 fungi, 15 lichens, 7 mammals
(Atlantic Grey Seal, Harbour Porpoise, Brown
Hare, Rabbit, Grey Squirrel, Brown Rat and
Short-tailed Vole), six molluscs, three
spiders, two amphibians, two reptiles and two
fish.

Barbara Lee, Secretary
The Eric Hardy Memorial Prize
The winner of the 2014 prize is Nicola (Nikki)
Fairweather of Liverpool University School of
Environmental Science for her M.Sc. project
called "The nesting ecology of three
sympatric gull species". (Sympatric means
"nesting together"). She studied the Great
Black-backed gulls (Larus marinus), Herring
Gulls (Larus argentatus) and Lesser Blackbacked gulls (Larus fuscus) nesting on Puffin
Island off Anglesey. As well as providing an
up-to-date nest census, her study suggested
that although all three species are in decline,
the Great Black-backed gulls and Lesser
Black-backed gulls are excluding Herring
gulls and as a result their population is
declining more rapidly. Nikki's work also
highlights the requirement for more studies of
all three gull species during the breeding
season. If any member wants so see her full
dissertation (PDF, 27 pages) let me know.
Nikki is currently working in Australia, so we
haven't been able to arrange for the
presentation of her prize, but we hope to
catch up with her at some time in 2015.
Electronic programmes and newsletters
Thanks to the twelve members who have
opted to take this year's programme and
newsletter electronically, which has saved us
on printing costs. The majority of members,
of course, are still receiving them in the usual
way, and you have no need to worry – we will
still print and post our paper publications to
those members who prefer them.

Port Sunlight River Park

Just two weeks after the opening (in midAugust) of this new site for wildlife on the
banks of the River Mersey in the Wirral, I
made a visit to see if it was up to the reports
about it on radio and in newspapers. The site
was a landfill facility between 1991 and 2006
and is now an area of 75 acres of mixed
meadow, woodland and a large lake with the
mud flats of the Mersey at low water. Three
miles of paths go around the park and have
steep slopes in places. The summit, at just
over 120 feet gives good views over Wirral,
North Wales and a new viewpoint across the
river to the Liverpool skyline. There are a
good number of seats around the park if you
need to rest and a picnic site looks out over
the river.
On my visit I had a total of 27 bird species
including 115 Black-tailed Godwits and a
family of Little Grebes on the lake. From the
look-out point over the mud flats I had good
views of Redshank, Curlew, Ringed Plover
and more Black-tailed Godwits, with some
still in summer plumage. Over the meadow
area I had Goldfinch and Skylark, and three
species of butterfly (Speckled Wood, Large
White and Common Blue). The site is also

John Clegg

good for wildflowers, with Oxeye Daisy,
Teasel, Bindweed, Buddleia and American
Willowherb being just a few. I was also lucky
to see a Harbour Porpoise going up river
from the picnic site. There was a good supply
of fruit for the birds with Rowan, Elder,
Hawthorn and Rose hips. With the mix of
habitats I think the park will be good for a visit
at any time of year.
The park has a small car park but it closes at
4pm. If you wish to make a longer visit you
will have to park on the road outside. A notice
at the entrance said "No public toilet on site"
however on my visit I found one toilet in the
Biffa office by the picnic site was open for
public use, but had no lock on the door. A
feeder path leads from near the lake to
Shorefields Nature Park.
How to get there: Bus numbers 1 and 2 go
from Sir Thomas Street to the start of New
Chester Road. From the bus stop walk down
Shore Drive onto Dock Road North (takes
about 6 minutes). By car, turn left at the end
of the New Ferry by-pass onto Bolton Road
East then right onto Dock Road North. The
entrance to the park is at the end of this road.

Coombes Valley RSPB Reserve
After circumnavigating the Staffordshire
market town of Leek on a road diversion we
eventually arrived at Coombes Valley RSPB
Reserve. Coombes Valley was formed at the
end of the last ice age, some 10,000yrs ago.
A massive ice sheet covered the Cheshire
Plain and as it retreated the trapped meltwater formed a huge lake which found an
escape, carving the impressive V-shaped
valley.
Coombes Valley is predominantly ancient
broadleaved woodland dominated by Oak
Quercus sp. with Birch Betula sp. Rowan
Sorbus aucuparia, Holly Ilex aquifolium, Ash
Fraxinus excelsior and Hazel Corylus
avellana. Although much of the woodland
was felled in the 1920s and 30s, and
charcoal burning for the production of iron
occurred until the 1950s, small areas of this
ancient woodland remain. Currently the
woodland areas are managed to provide a
network of open rides and glades for the
benefit of breeding Warblers and a UK
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority species – the
Argent & Sable Moth Rheumaptera hastata.
"Argent" and "sable" are heraldic terms that
mean "white" and "black". Two different races
occur associated with different habitats. The
smaller race nigrescens is a moorland
species whose caterpillars feed on bog myrtle
whereas for the slightly larger and darker
race hastata, which occurs in Coombes
Valley, sapling Birch Betula sp. up to a metre
tall that are in full sun for most of the day
appear to be essential.

17th May 2014, Sabena J Blackbird
Today’s sunny conditions had brought out the
Insects and Spiders – so the macro lens was
quickly attached to my camera. A Nursery
Web Spider Pisaura mirabilis was
characteristically sun-basking on vegetation
with the first two pairs of legs together,
stretched out at an angle – giving the
impression on first glance that it only had sixlegs. They usually stay motionless in this
position until a fly or insect passes by, quickly
sprinting to capture it. After mating the female
produces a very large egg sac which she
carries around in her fangs! When the time
for the Spiderlings to hatch approaches, the
female deposits the egg sac on a leaf and
spins a protective silk ‘nursery web’ tent
around it. She can often be seen standing
guard on the tent until the Spiderlings
eventually disperse.
Scrambling in the undergrowth I noted
Scorpion Fly Panorpa communis, plenty of
Snipe Flies Rhagio sp., Red and Black
Froghopper Cercopis vulnerata, Green
Tortoise Beetle Cassida viridis and a number
of Cranefly species including Tipula luna and
a pair of mating Tipula vitatta. The leaves of
Broad-leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius had a
number of Green Dock Beetles Gastrophysa
viridula and the leaf undersides held groups
of their oval yellow eggs.
The most numerous Hoverfly was Rhingia
campestris - this distinctive species with a
long snout, orange abdomen with a black line
along the axis and along the lateral margins
of the tergites was happily feeding on the
masses of flowering Bugle Ajuga reptans and
Lady’s Smock Cardamine pratensis.

Hoverfly Rhingia campestris

Nursery Web Spider

Other Hoverflies noted included Heliophilus
pendulus and Eristalis abusivus.

A couple of members had found a Leaf
Beetle Chrysomelidae that I later identified as
a Brown Willow Beetle Chrysolina staphylaea
whose food plant is noted as Creeping
Buttercup Ranunculus repens. Another
interesting find was a male Slender
Groundhopper Tetrix subulata – this small
Grasshopper-like insect has wide 'shoulders'
and a narrow tapering abdomen hidden
beneath an extended pronotum.
Most members had good views of one of the
reserve’s specialities, Pied Flycatcher, with
both male and female active around their
nest-box close to the trail. A tree close-by
held impressive tiers of the Fungi Dryad's
Saddle Polyporus squamosus. The Redstarts
were slightly more skulking than the Pied
Flycatchers. Although a number of males
could be heard singing only a few members
had brief glimpses. Willow Warblers,
Chiffchaff and Blackcap were also in song.
The woodland appeared ideal habitat for
Wood Warbler - the young volunteer warden
mentioned that they are in surrounding
woodland but he hadn’t heard any singing in
the reserve itself. A Nuthatch was seen
entering its nest-hole and John Clegg
observed a Great Spotted Woodpecker
attempting to peck into one of the nest boxes.

Small Yellow Underwing

A day-flying Moth - Small Yellow Underwing
Panemeria tenebrata, was flitting around
feeding on various plant species including
Common Mouse-ear Cerastium holosteoides
and Lady’s Smock Cardamine pratensis.
Love was in the air for a couple of Soldier
Beetles Cantharis pellucida – they can more
usually be seen feeding on both nectar and
pollen from Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna
and umbellifers.
Back at the reception we caught up with other
member’s sightings - Lynn Roper and friend
struck lucky with the Argent and Sable Moth
on one of the woodland rides. They also
noted Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi and a
stunning Two-banded Longhorn Beetle
Rhagium bifasciatum.

The botanists had a great day with a small
group led by Pat Lockwood identifying over
seventy species! Everyone was impressed by
the abundance of flowers such as Germander
Speedwell Veronica chamaedrys, Greater
Stitchwort Stellaria holostea, English Bluebell
Hyacinthoides non-scripta & hybrids, Herb
Robert Geranium robertianum, Tormentil
Potentilla erecta, Pink Purslane Claytonia
sibirica, Red Campion Silene dioica, Bittervetch Lathyrus linifolius, Yellow Pimpernel
Lysimachia nemorum etc. I particularly liked
the slender, delicate drooping branches of
Wood Horsetail Equisetum sylvaticum.

Badger Skull

A good selection of Butterflies was noted
including Green-veined White Pieris napi,
Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines, Small
Copper Lycaena phlaeas, Peacock Inachis io
and Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria.
Walking back through the meadow area I was
treated to a swarm of around twenty
Longhorn Micro-moths Adela reaumurella
dancing in the sunshine along the edge of a
young Oak Quercus sp. hedge.

As a finale there was not one but two
‘Corpses of the Day’! A European Badger
Meles meles skull - the jaw is normally
permanently attached to the skull due to the
"wrap-around" articulation and the presence
of a sagittal crest that tends to overhang the
back of the skull as it gets older. A Red Fox
Vulpes vulpes skull – similar to a Dog skull
but with flat or concave surfaces to the postorbital processes.

9

South Stack RSPB Reserve

28th June 2014, Sabena J Blackbird
The domed flower-heads of Sea Carrot
Daucus carota subsp. gummifer was proving
popular with insects including a few Rose
Chafers Cetonia aurata, numerous
Marmalade Hoverflies Episyrphus balteatus,
a lone Pied Hoverfly Scaeva pyrastri, a few
Common Malachite Beetles (a.k.a. Redtipped Flower Beetle) Malachius bipustulatus
and a few Tachinid Flies Tachina fera. There
were a number of pale yellow Common Field
Grasshopper Chorthippus brunneus nymphs
springing amongst the Bell Heather.

Lighthouse Island

A rather wet and bedraggled group of MNA
members boarded the coach for our outing to
South Stack RSPB Reserve on Anglesey.
Although there was continued rain and
patches of fog during our drive along the
scenic north Wales coast, by the time we
reached Holyhead the weather had thankfully
dried somewhat but was very breezy. A
Silver-studded Blue Plebeius argus feeding
on Bell Heather Erica cinerea caught our
attention as we walked along to Ellen’s
Tower.

Rose Chafer

We peered over the edge to the cliffs for a
grandstand view of the lines of nesting auks Razorbills, Common Guillemots (Terry finding
a bridled form amongst the masses) and
Herring Gulls all having their own community
groups on different zones on the cliff. The
lack of chicks was apparent. We would have
expected the parents to be busy feeding
hungry mouths but many birds appeared to
be still on eggs due to their late arrival back
here during the spring. Also present were
Kittiwakes, Lesser Black-backed Gulls, the
odd Fulmar, a Puffin bobbing on the water,
a few Gannets flying by and a few Manx
Shearwaters twisting in flight to expose their
white underbellies.

Walking up the rocky path towards the road I
noted Sea Campion Silene uniflora, Red
Campion Silene dioica, Thrift Armeria
maritima subsp. maritima, English Stonecrop
Sedum anglicum, Tormentil Potentilla erecta,
Common Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus,
Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca, Bittersweet a.k.a.
Woody Nightshade Solanum dulcamara,
Wood Sage Teucrium scorodonia, Wild
Thyme Thymus polytrichus, Foxglove
Digitalis purpurea, Yellow-rattle Rhinanthus
minor, Lady's Bedstraw Galium verum and
Pineappleweed Matricaria discoidea.
I descended the steps to the Lighthouse
Island noting masses of Oxeye Daisies
Leucanthemum vulgare plus some Goldensamphire Inula crithmoides with its upright
fleshy stems. Growing around the steps was
Sea Beet Beta vulgaris subsp. maritima, the
delicate pink flowers of Rock Sea-spurrey
Spergularia rupicola and Sea Plantain
Plantago maritima. A variety of maritime
Lichens were covering the rocks with
Verrucaria maura, plenty of Sea Ivory
Ramalina siliquosa as well as unidentified
species. At the bottom of the steps there
were great views back towards the cliffs

Our first mammal was a Harbour Porpoise
Phocoena phocoena, its dorsal fin
occasionally breaking the surface quite close
to the Lighthouse Island. Ron Crossley later
noted at least three or four of these
cetaceans. A young Peregrine perched on
top of a rock above the cliffs surveying the
scene below before taking off and flying
directly over the member’s heads and a fine
male Stonechat perched on the heather.
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Red Soldier Beetles Rhagonycha fulva were
bonking on the Sea Carrot – many of the
females seemingly unimpressed and
continuing feeding and a hyper-active Rubytail Wasp Chrysis sp. was manically running
around a rock. Chris B caught another Rose
Chafer and also a Thick-legged Flower
Beetle (a.k.a. False Oil Beetle) Oedemera
nobilis.

which display some of the most magnificent
exposures of folded rocks in Britain. These
white quartzites and green schists date back
nearly 600 million years to the Precambrian.
I climbed back to the top and met up with
Barbara and co who pointed out a few spikes
of Common Spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza
fuchsia. There were a few Butterflies with
Large Skipper Ochlodes venata, Small
Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae, Red Admiral
Vanessa atalanta, Meadow Brown Maniola
jurtina and Six-spot Burnet Moth Zygaena
filipendulae. We wandered along a path
through a field where more Silver-studded
Blues Plebeius argus were trying to find
sheltered positions from the wind to sun
themselves – later heard that Alexander and
Camilla had seen a mating pair close to the
car-park. A boggy patch of ground held Water
Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides and
Selfheal Prunella vulgaris.

Sheep’s-bit

We walked along the sinuous cliff path noting
Kidney Vetch Anthyllis vulneraria, Common
Restharrow Ononis repens, Sheep’s-bit
Jasione montana, Eyebright Euphrasia
officinalis agg. Hedge Bedstraw Galium
mollugo and staring in awe at the spectacular
cliff stacks and arches.

Razorbill Skull

I briefly stopped at the visitor centre - another
double treat for ‘Corpse of the Day’ a
Razorbill and a Manx Shearwater skull.

Common Lizard

In a sheltered sunny spot behind Ellen’s
Tower a Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara
(formerly Lacerta vivipara) was sunning itself
on a rock. Close by a Magpie Moth Abraxas
grossulariata was flitting around, Common

Rock Sea-spurrey
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Our jaws were to drop even further when the
young Peregrine that we had been watching
during the day patrolling the cliff face and
having a go at the Herring Gulls decided to fly
in and perch on a rock on the cliff edge not
12 feet from us! Chris B, Richard Surman,
Christine Barton and I were privileged to this
amazing view noting the heavily streaked
breast and small head features of this bold
youngster, probably a male.

Out in the water bobbing around was our
second mammal of the day an Atlantic Grey
Seal Halichoerus grypus. Further along the
path six Chough took to the air, calling their
names and adjusting their wings to hang in
the breeze. The others took the main path to
the coach but I headed across the heath
adding our second Reptile – a small Adder
Vipera berus that quickly slithered into cover
as I passed.

Whixall Moss NNR

19th July 2014, Sabena J Blackbird
few Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma
cyathigerum, a single Migrant Hawker Aesha
mixta patrolling one of the pools and half a
dozen Black Darter Sympetrum danae –
despite my ‘growling’ one eventually settled
for a reasonable shot. The Black Darter is
Britain’s smallest Dragonfly and is restricted
in habitat to pools and ditches in lowland
heath and moorland blanket bogs.

Seven years had passed since the last MNA
coach trip to Whixall Moss. At nearly 1,000
hectares, the Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield
Mosses National Nature Reserve are the
third largest and one of the most southerly
lowland raised bogs in Britain. Whilst 2007’s
visit was blessed with glorious sunshine
today’s was altogether a more sodden affair.
Nevertheless MNA members are made of
sterner stuff and an enjoyable day was had
as we saw quite a few of the species this
National Nature Reserve is noted for.

Emerald Damselfly

Scaly Earthball

As we walked down to the Mosses there
were a few aptly named Scaly Earthballs
Scleroderma verrucosum growing under the
deciduous trees with their yellowish leathery
fruiting body covered in small brown scales.
Chris B cross-sectioned one, exposing the
brown powdery gleba (spore mass) inside.
Quiet bird-wise, a couple of Hobbies, a
Sprawk, a Marsh Tit calling as we ate lunch
and John Clegg and co had an unusual
sighting of a 1st year Whooper Swan in a
field across from the Llangollen Canal.

Black Darter

Butterflies were also suffering. We noted a
few Large White Pieris brassicae, a rather
yellow-looking second brood Green-veined
White Pieris napi, Peacock Inachis io,
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria, a few
Meadow Browns Maniola jurtina and a
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus. Moths

Not ideal conditions for Damsel and
Dragonflies but we did manage to see half a
dozen Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa, a
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included three Scarce Footman Eilema
complana, a Large Yellow Underwing Noctua
pronuba and a rather bedraggled ‘Tussock’
Moth caterpillar.

beak they don’t attack humans, preferring to
feast on dead animal matter and fruit.
The Sessile Oaks Quercus petraea were
taking a battering from the Cynipid Gall
Wasps - immature Common Spangle Galls
caused by Neuroterus quercusbaccarum and
Oak Marble Galls caused by Andricus kollari.

Invertebrates included a Longhorn Beetle
Stranglia maculata, plenty of Common Red
Soldier Beetles Rhagonycha fulva, a Redlegged Shieldbug a.k.a. Forest Bug
Pentatoma rufipes and a few Common Green
Shieldbug Palomena prasina nymphs. We
searched the pools in vain for an adult Raft
Spider Dolomedes fimbriatus though I did
manage to spot a teeny juvenile on the
Bracken Pteridium aquilinum, also a
Common Stretch Spider Tetragnatha
extensa.

Marsh
Woundwort

We were
joined by
members of
the Liverpool
Botanical
Society who
were kept
enthralled by
the plants –
those I did
note included
Amphibious
Bistort
Persicaria
amphibia,
Redshank Persicaria maculosa, Roundleaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia, Wild
Mignonette Reseda lutea, Bog-rosemary
Andromeda polifolia, Cross-leaved Heath
Erica tetralix, Bell Heather Erica cinerea,
Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus, Meadowsweet
Filipendula ulmaria, Tormentil Potentilla
erecta, Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion
angustifolium, Buckthorn Rhamnus
cathartica, Alder Buckthorn Frangula alnus,
Bittersweet Solanum dulcamara, Hedge
Bindweed Calystegia sepium, Common
Comfrey Symphytum officinale, Marsh
Woundwort Stachys palustris, White Deadnettle Lamium album, Wood Sage Teucrium
scorodonia, Greater Plantain Plantago major,
Foxglove Digitalis purpurea, Honeysuckle
Lonicera periclymenum, Common Knapweed
Centaurea nigra, Nipplewort Lapsana
communis, Smooth Sow-thistle Sonchus
oleraceus, Mugwort Artemisia vulgaris,
Common Ragwort Senecio jacobaea, Broadleaved Pondweed Potamogeton natans and
Bog Asphodel Narthecium ossifragum.

Raft Spider juvenile

Grasshoppers were bo-ing from under our
feet as we walked along, including Meadow
Grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus and
Mottled Grasshopper Myrmeleotettix
maculatus. There were numerous biting
Insects with Notch-horned Cleg Haematopota
pluvialis, Twin-lobed Deerfly Chrysops
relictus and lots of Mosquitoes.
Also plenty of Tachinid Flies Eumea
linearicornis and
Scorpion Flies
Panorpa
communis – so
named because
the male
abdomen is
upturned
resembling a
Scorpion’s sting.
Although they
also have a
fearsome looking
downward
extension of the
head into a stout

"Corpse of the Day" went to John Clegg and
co who saw a Pike Esox lucius around 20cm
in length floating belly-up in the Llangollen
Canal (perhaps hit by one of the Canal
boats?)

Scorpion Fly
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Great Trees of the Wirral

John Moffatt, Secretary, Friends of Flaybrick
purpurea) to commemorate the silver jubilee
of King George V. Today this tree shades the
village green with its purple foliage. As an
added bonus it looks superb at Christmas
when it is festooned with lights.

Most readers will know of the Eastham Yew
Taxus baccata, Wirral's oldest tree at about
1600 years of age.

An even rarer tree is the American Madrona
Arbutus menziesii in Royden Park. Almost
certainly the only one in Wirral, its smooth red
branches reach up to a height of 40 ft (12m).
It is the tallest in Cheshire and by girth it is
the champion tree of Britain and Ireland.
Although it is hard to find, look at the back of
The Hillbark (north-west of it) by the old iron
fence south of Royden Mere. It's at the edge
of clearing in the pinewoods and splits into
three main stems.

The Eastham Yew

Also from America is the Indian Bean Tree
Catalpa bignonioides, which thrives on the
Mississippi Delta. Probably the best
specimen on Wirral is to be found at the back
of Port Sunlight Garden Centre. It forms a
magnificent 30 ft (9m) pale green mound
throughout the summer. During autumn long
bean pods hang from the branches.

But are there any other trees of significance
on Wirral? The Friends of Flaybrick decided
to find out by conducting a survey of trees
that are visible to the public.
Eastham itself has another tree of note. In
Eastham Country Park there is an English
Oak Quercus robur with a girth of 17 ft (5m)
and a height of 70 ft (21m), making it Wirral's
biggest oak. A bore test has been carried out
on the tree which revealed that it began life
as Caxton started printing the first book at the
end of the 1400s, over 500 years ago. This
fine tree can be found a few yards in from the
back of the car park.

Also in Port Sunlight, between 32 and 33
Greendale Road, is a Judas Tree Cersis
siliquastrum from the eastern Mediterranean.
It is best seen in May when it produces rosepink flowers straight from the bole of the
branches. Later in the year, though, it could
easily be mistaken for a Lilac. The village
also has probably the best example of a Tulip
Tree Liriodendron tulipifera, which comes
from the eastern USA. It is about 40 ft (12m)
high and is adjacent to the bridge in the Dell.
It produces cup-shaped pale green flowers in
June. Right next to it is a Honey Locust
Gleditsia triacanthos, the tallest one in
Cheshire at 40 ft (12m). Watch out for the
thorns on the trunk!
The Maidenhair Tree Gingko biloba will
probably be known to many as the source of
the health supplement. It originates from
China, where its health-giving properties
were recognised long before they were in the
west. Its leaves are unlike any other plant
because this conifer is extremely ancient. In
fact it survived the meteorite impact which
wiped out the dinosaurs 65 million years ago

The Willaston Copper Beech

Nearby in Willaston is a tree significant for
other reasons. In 1935 the residents planted
a Copper Beech (Fagus sylvatica var.
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A pair of Gingko trees can be found at the
back of Arrowe Hall in Arrowe Park. They are
at their best in autumn.

known as a fossil until it was discovered in
China in 1941. It was introduced into this
country in 1948 and not long afterwards two
specimens were planted at Raby Nurseries.
The nurseries have closed, so those trees
are no longer accessible. However, easily
seen next to the gate is possibly the only
Golden Rain tree Koelreuteria paniculata in
Wirral, which (in a good year) produces 20inch long (50 cm) panicles of yellow flowers
in August. Regrettably, it has been several
years since it has put on a show.

Not far away, amid three Cedars of Lebanon
Cedrus libani is a superb Manna Ash
Fraxinus ornus. In June it is a mass of
creamy-white flowers, producing a wonderful
scent. On the south side of the bowling
greens is Cheshire's tallest Golden Monterey
Cyprus Cupressus macrocarpa 'Lutea' at
62 ft (19m) and Arrowe Park also has a
notable Wellingtonia Sequoiadendron
giganteum. The Wellingtonia is the world's
bulkiest tree – one in California even had a
car tunnel through it!
The best Cedar of Lebanon in Wirral,
incidentally, is probably the one in Torrington
Drive, Thingwall. A few yards away,
overlooking Pensby Road near the junction of
Mill Road, is Wirral's biggest Chilean Monkey
Puzzle tree Araucaria araucana.

Tulip Tree, Port Sunlight Dell

Flaybrick Memorial Gardens is now an
arboretum and has 140 varieties of trees,
including an Exeter Elm Ulmus glabra var.
Exoniensis which is nearly a national
champion. Near the front gate are the best
Cut-leaved Beeches (var. heterophylla) in
Wirral. Now over 140 years old they provide a
shimmering canopy for a large number of
graves.

Stone Pine, West Kirby

There is a significant landmark tree at the top
of Black Horse Hill in West Kirby. This is a
Stone or Umbrella Pine Pinus pinea, native to
the Mediterranean. The tree perfectly frames
the view of Hilbre Island. Another landmark
tree is the tall Corsican Pine Pinus nigra at
Dacre Hill traffic lights in Bebington, while in
Heswall a traffic island has a River Birch
Betula nigra.

No survey of this kind would be complete
without looking at Ness Gardens, home to
over 500 types of trees. One of the best
would have to be the Handkerchief Tree
Davidia involucrata from China. For a few
days during May it is covered in the
eponymous white bracts. They also have a
Japanese Rowan Sorbus commixta and an
Acer cremastogyne, both of which are the
best examples in the country.

Coast Redwoods Sequoia sempervirens are
the world's tallest trees. If the biggest of them
all, the Mendocino Tree, was planted next to
St John's Precinct it would be 17 ft (5m)
higher than the beacon. Of the Redwoods in
Wirral, the Dawn Redwood Metasequoia
glyptostroboides is particularly interesting. A
conifer which drops its leaves, it was only

Editor's note: Further details of several of
these fine trees are shown on the website
"Great Trees of Wirral" at http://
www.gavinrymill.com/flaybrick/greattrees/
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A Natural History Diary

David Bryant

Kings Gap, Hoylake 4th January
An overcast but dry Saturday saw a good
gathering of MNA members and the RSPB to
witness and identify the bird life associated
with a 10 metre tide at 1pm. Thankfully it was
also calm with just a gentle swell on the
advancing sea as it pushed the waders
towards us. Amongst the shuffling, grey,
massed ranks of Knot were a few Grey
Plover, browner Dunlin and fast moving,
silvery white Sanderlings, while the larger
Bar-tailed Godwits were breast-deep in the
shallow waters. Further out were rafts of
Cormorants, about three dozen Shelduck and
right on the horizon the occasional string of
Common Scoter. A female Peregrine was
perched on a piece of driftwood, later moving
to the sand before dashing hither and thither,
causing panic amongst anything airborne,
eventually catching a Knot. Later, another
Peregrine, a smaller male, drove a bird on to
the water and then plucked it up. The
successful catch was only too brief as a
larger female arrived on the scene, forcing
the male to drop what was thought to be a
Dunlin, still alive and fluttering, before flying
off towards Hilbre.

We headed for West Kirby along the
boardwalk, noting the Redshank and
Oystercatchers in the shallow pools at the
seaward edge of the marsh. I thought I had
heard a Water Rail squealing; with that
Christine Barton played the call notes which
were duly responded to with vigour and very
close by. A male and female Stonechat flitted
about the golf course fence, quite reminiscent
of flycatchers (with which they are now
grouped rather than the thrushes-CB).

An unusual sight was a Great Crested Grebe
on the sands. One minute it was lying down,
the next it reared up and tottered forward
before flopping down on its belly, reminiscent
of a penguin because its legs are so far back.
Meanwhile, high above and barely visible
was a vast flock of Knot swirling around with
slower than usual wing beats – a
phenomenon known as aerial roosting when
exceptional high tides preclude their usual
places of refuge.

On the approaches to the Pass there is an
interesting reserve, Pensychnant, which I
briefly entered and was greeted by the songs
of Song Thrush, Willow Warbler and
Chiffchaff, the highlight being a male Pied
Flycatcher in the branches of a veteran oak
festooned with mosses and lichens.
At the Pass car park a Cuckoo called from a
nearby cluster of Scots Pine. With a great cliff
of yellowish rhyolite, a volcanic rock, at your
back there is a spectacular view down the Vshaped defile to Penmaenmawr. Taking a
rocky, dusty trail you are soon in a landscape
of Heather and low Western Gorse with the
calls of Stonechat, Whinchat and Whitethroat
and yet another Cuckoo. Then, with prior
knowledge, it was a question of picking a
suitable vantage point and patience. It took
over half an hour before it appeared, a
Dartford Warbler, only a few tantalising
seconds as it perched on an Ash sapling
close by, enough to see its ruby red eye.
Later it skulked further away in the gorse
seeking spiders and other invertebrates.

We then moved on to Red Rocks where we
inspected the recent storm damage whereby
great masses of thinly-bedded red sandstone
had been ripped up and fragmented.
Towards Hilbre
pale-bellied Brents
were strung out for
quite a distance,
some 220 in total.
And to think that
half a dozen on
Tanskey Rocks off
Hoylake were
noteworthy in the
early 1960s!

Sychnant Pass 24th April
A very warm sunny day saw me take the train
to Conway, then walk out of the town up
towards the Pass, which I haven’t visited for a
very long time. It didn’t take me long to
realise what I had been missing. You quickly
leave Conway and enter a landscape of
pasture, hedgerows and clusters of trees and
shrubs overlooked by rocky terrain. A
Blackcap was in full song in roadside willows
and just for good measure a Garden Warbler
joined in, enabling me to compare the two.
Across some rough pasture a Redstart was
singing in an a tall overgrown hedge and with
patience I was rewarded with good views.

When I returned
on 7th August I
had longer
views noticing
its spiky crownfeathers, dark
reddish brown
underparts and
cocked tail; it
was then in
song (a harsh
chatter) and
also caught a
large moth. It is
resident all year,
successfully
breeding in the
area, said to be the most northerly and
highest site for the species in Europe. It has
also been reported from the Porthmadoc area
and Lleyn Peninsula.

even better views near the slipway before a
Grey Seal bobbed up and caused it to fly off.
As regards the flora we had the books out to
confirm Thrift/Sea Pink, Rock Sea Spurrey,
Common Centaury, Field Bindweed, Pignut,
Sea Campion, Sea Spurge, Lesser
Stitchwort, Common Scurvy Grass, Lady's
Bedstraw, Ribwort, Sea and Buckshorn
Plantains. And then, of course, two Hilbre
specialities – Rock Sea Lavender growing in
the finest of cracks in the bare sandstone of
the western cliffs and Sea Spleenwort fern
amidst the damper more shady rocks of the
east-facing cliffs, especially in the big cove.
Strolling amongst the grasses we came
across a good half dozen Garden Tiger
caterpillars – large, brown, very hairy and
surprisingly swift-moving when disturbed. In
the bushes near the bird observatory
Christine Barton called us over to observe
large numbers of quite different caterpillars –
black with two parallel orange lines and white
spots at the margins; again very hairy. They
proved to be the larvae of the Yellow Tail
moth. Fitting conclusions were the Cinnabar
Moths and a Short-tailed vole dashing just in
front of us along its well-worn path.

Back at the car park a pair of Ravens flew
over, one bird rolling and tumbling down
before chasing after the other. Meanwhile, far
below, a Heron was slowly circling and
gaining height. It took quite a time before it
was level with me. But still it carried on
upwards and once satisfied it went east,
probably to the heronry in Benarth Wood on
the banks of the Afon Conwy.
Hilbre 14th June
When the MNA group set out from Dee Lane
slipway it was rather cool, cloudy and rather
misty which persisted for half the day before
blue skies broke through and eventually it
became very warm. Once on the island we
had regular small flights of Little Terns with
their distinctive calls and doubtlessly from the
Gronant colony which is doing very well these
days.
Closer than usual, Gannets were heading
west in ones and twos, with the unusual sight
of three birds heading up the Dee. A
particular focus of attention was one bird
splashing about and preening, completely
immersing itself at times. A pair of Great
Crested Grebes were towards Red Rocks
while a flock of Oystercatchers gathered at
high tide on the north end of Middle Hilbre.
Hilbre itself offered a flock of Linnets,
numerous Meadow Pipits, a pair of Swallows
swooping over the pond, a Dunnock in song
and a female Stonechat. Seema pointed out
a dark duck, very close, below the cliffs at the
north end. It was a male Common Scoter with
the yellow on the bill clearly visible. We had

As we were sloshing across the wet sands
back to West Kirby, four Little Egrets landed
in one of the gutters at close hand.
Caergwle 10th July
This is a most interesting locality on the
Bidston to Wrexham line with too much to do
in one day, especially the limestone outcrops.
As soon as Sabena and I alighted on a very
warm sunny day the platform offered Field
Bindweed and Scarlet Pimpernel while down
below the waters of the River Alun above the
weir had the spiky Unbranched Bur-reed.
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Then it was up the hill and along an unmade
lane with some nice Chicory and
Gatekeepers before entering the woods with
its large Badger sett, several entrances and
recent excavations of pebbly brown sand.

lunch as Meadow Pipits called incessantly
and the occasional Stonechat popped up on
the wires. With our unaided eyes we both
noticed a flock of rather large birds on the
other side of the valley in an area of purple
Heather. With the binoculars we resolved
them to be Golden Plover, 30 in all. It would
be interesting to know if they had been
breeding in the area or just passing through.

Crossing the main road at Cefn-y-bedd we
ascended a lane cum path fringed with Giant
Horsetail and Meadowsweet. After lunch we
took to a boardwalk in a woodland area
where we came across Soft Shield Fern and
Male Fern, the tips of the latter frequently
scrunched up due to the activity of a little
grey fly Chirosia betuleti, in other words a gall
which afflicts other ferns. There were masses
of Enchanters Nightshade and numerous,
unusually tall specimens of Common Figwort,
some being a good 2 metres; extraordinary!
All this was to the accompaniment in the
canopy of Nuthatches, a faint Chiffchaff and a
loud Green Woodpecker.
After fighting
our way
through
vigorous
Common
Nettle we
turned right
up a sunken
lane to
Ffrwyd
Reserve, an
extensive
area of
shrubs, a
large pond
and meadow
which gave
Common Centaury, Yellow-wort, Common
Spotted Orchid and Common Fleabane. With
patience the pond eventually produced Large
Red, Azure and Blue-tailed Damselflies,
Banded Demoiselle, Broad-bodied Chaser
and the Emperor as Bullfinches whistled and
another Green Woodpecker laughed in its
shrieking manner – we heard three that day;
a good area for the species for those who
have not seen one.

Moving on we had a family of five Kestrels on
the rocky slopes of Foel Llwyd and during our
descent into the Conway valley a family of
Wrens, a Golden-ringed Dragonfly, Slender
St John’s Wort and a new flower for me,
Marsh Willowherb. Via beautiful Rowen,
where we quenched our thirst, we eventually
completed an 8 mile walk through inspiring
landscape, finishing in Tyn-y-groes where we
caught the Blaenau bus to Llandudno
Junction and the train home.
Bolton Abbey 16th August
After the heat of previous days cooler,
cloudier weather saw the MNA strolling
around the Duke of Devonshire’s Estate with
its 12th century priory ruins and popular
Wharfedale. Swallows and House Martins
greeted us as we descended from the village
to cross the Wharfe either by the footbridge
or the more challenging stepping stones.
Here the steep outside bank of a meander
has seen a major collapse with the debris
later swept away by the current. Predictably a
Grey Wagtail appeared, to be later followed
by a Kingfisher which perched at length on a
boulder which was unfortunately in the
shade.

Llanfairfechan 26th July
Partly as a recce Ron Crossley and I took the
train there and then ascended the wooded
valley of the Afon Ddu (dark/black river), at
one point being very much intrigued by four
dead Short-tailed Field voles spaced almost
evenly in a straight line at the side of the
lane. Eventually we broke out on to the open
moors where we sat on suitable rocks for our

Bird life was remarkably quiet along the
undulating woodland path but it was August
after all. Attention was drawn to the ferns
which included Harts Tongue, Soft Shield,
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Broad Buckler, Brittle Bladder, Hard Fern and
Male Fern, the latter displaying the deformed
mop-head structure caused by a fly (see
Caergwle). They were concentrated around a
shady, damp gully with its dark green
Liverworts and Opposite-leaved Golden
Saxifrage. A little further on there was a flurry
of avian activity with a family of Spotted
Flycatchers, Tree Creeper, Great Tit and
Long-tailed Tits visible to all while Nuthatch
and Great Spotted Woodpecker could be
heard.

Fungi Group and led by Tony Carter. The
previous weeks had been exceptionally dry
and so expectations weren’t very high
compared with other visits. However, the
warm, sunny weather favoured the butterflies
with numerous Speckled Woods, Grayling,
Common Blues and a couple of Small
Coppers.

Ken Lewis took us round to the shed and
pointed out the Long-eared Bats shuffling
about in the roof, something of interest which
Eric Hardy always drew people to.
The lunch stop and environs drew our
attention to the flora. Beneath the trees Giant
Bellflower displayed star-shaped sepals and
large capsule fruits whereas out in the open
the path was fringed with Common Valerian,
Agrimony, Common Hemp Nettle, Devil's Bit
Scabious and Greater Birdsfoot Trefoil. One
plant puzzled us with its spiky seedhead and
small globular flowers. Pat thought it might be
a teasel which she later confirmed as Small
Teasel. A large meadow held Marsh Thistle
and numerous Betony.

For the more casual observer we had good
specimens of Fly Agaric, Brown Birch Bolete,
The Blusher, Brown Rollrim, Amethyst
Deceiver and False Deathcap. Then we had
Elfin Saddle with its greyish black, saddleshaped cap and whitish, heavily grooved
stem and a fresh Dusky Puffball with its
obviously dark, lightbulb-shaped fruiting
body.
Far more attention to detail enabled the
identification of a boletus Suillus collinitus as
opposed the commoner Weeping Bolete S.
granulatus, the former being pink at the base
of the stem. And then there were two very
colourful Russulas, seemingly identical with
their bright red caps and chunky white stems
– Bloody Brittlegill R. sanguinaria and Crab
Brittlegill R.xerampelina, the latter
distinguished by its strong smell of crabs!

Meanwhile a rocky stretch of the Wharfe had
four female Goosanders busily feeding, a
Grey Wagtail and a pair of Dippers near
Cavendish Bridge which bobbed and curtsied
before submerging themselves. Moving on
amongst the massive leaves of Butterbur to
the Stryd we saw a nice array of Woodruff at
our feet while above us the fungi were a
suitable conclusion with Artist’s Bracket,
Dryad’s Saddle, Coral Fungi and a bizarre
slime mould known as False Puffball –
glutinous, with a domed yellowish central
mass.

We finished off with great clumps of Deer
Shield Pluteus cervinus, a large, dark, bellshaped fungus on a heap of wood chippings.
Tony points out that the Group have now
recorded 941 species – so no wonder Ken
was so enthusiastic about the area.

Ainsdale 7th September
This was the annual Ken Jordan Memorial
Fungi Foray organised by the North West
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The year in pictures

Top left, Scarlet Elfcup, Brockholes, February, Sabena Blackbird
Top right, Yellow-tailed Moth caterpillar, Hilbre, June, Christine Barton
Middle left, Pyramidal Orchid, Velvet Trail Ainsdale, June, Barbara Lee
Middle right, Common Darter at the Freshfield Dune Heath BioBlitz, September, Sabena Blackbird
Bottom left, Black Grouse fighting on Lek, Spring, Ken Lewis
Bottom right, Bee Orchid, Great Orme, June, Sabena Blackbird.

