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From the Chairman

David Bryant, Chairman

Yet another year has
passed by, tempus
fugit – oh dear! My
two main items are
rather downbeat I’m
afraid.

Merseyside so that clusters emerge and we
are trying to respond accordingly. If there isn’t
much difference in the average and total
bookings in 2014 I think we should consider
halving the number of coach trips for the
subsequent year, 2015, which will not be
popular with the regulars.

As you will read in the Treasurer's report, the
coaches have made a serious total loss for
the year, well in excess of anything
experienced before. For a whole host of
reasons members have not booked. The
committee has been aware of a slight
downward trend over recent years, so that
the minimum number of bookings in order to
make a coach viable was not reached on an
increasing number of outings. Of course
some trips more than paid their way so that
up to 2012 an overall loss was minimal. With
this in view you will notice quite a dramatic
increase in the coach pick-up points and it
will be interesting to see if the coach loadings
are any better as a result. Our Membership
Secretary, John Clegg, has invested a
considerable amount of time in plotting
member’s locations on a detailed map of

On a related note, Dave Hardy has had to
withdraw from the committee and step down
as Coach Secretary due to ill-health. Dave’s
condition has fluctuated over the years but
more recent events have caused him to
seriously re-consider his role and whether or
not he can effectively fulfil it. This is a sad
loss for the MNA because during committee
meetings I always value his contributions
when it comes to the status of local reserves,
other societies, contacts, new developments
and controversial issues, not to mention his
good working knowledge of our flora and
fauna. He always impresses me with the way
he manages to keep up to date with so many
matters, over a broad spectrum. I will miss
his wise counsel. Nevertheless I sincerely
hope that he manages to participate in future
field meetings.

Another problem?

Alexander Mansfield, Treasurer
We also awarded the first
Eric Hardy Memorial
Prize of £100 to Ruth
Gaskell, and you can
read more about her
project on page 7. The
purpose of setting up this
prize is to stimulate and
encourage environmental
fieldwork in North-West
England or North Wales and it contributes to
our objective of educating the public about
natural history

The MNA has continued its deliberate policy
of reducing its reserves (as discussed and
agreed at the last AGM) by making small
grants to a range of local charities. The
grants in 2013 were:
£150 as the second payment of our three
year commitment to support bird feeding by
the Friends of Pickering Pasture.
£300 to the Lancashire Badger Group and
£200 to the Wirral and Chester Badger
Group, towards buying equipment to safely
capture and transport injured badgers, which
has already been put to good use.
£100 to the Liverpool Marine Life Trust to
support their valuable work. Their founder will
be giving us a talk next March.
All these donations to local wildlife
organisations are in line with our charitable
objectives of protecting fauna and flora and
preserving important wildlife habitats.

Although these grants amount to £850, our
level of reserves has dropped by far more
than that this year. There is no need to worry
yet, as the MNA still has a comfortable
amount in the bank, getting on for £3000.
However we will probably need to scale back
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our level of grant-making next year, to just
the Eric Hardy Memorial prize and the final
payment to the Friends of Pickering Pasture.

£700 down. The Committee would prefer to
use the MNA’s reserves to continue to make
small grants to other local charities rather
than to absorb the deficit on the coach trips.
That isn’t a good use of our funds.
Unfortunately, if the coach trips do not attract
sufficient numbers of people throughout 2014
then the Committee will have no choice but to
significantly scale back the program for 2015.
You can read below some of the things we
are doing to try and increase the number of
members joining coaches next year.

Why have our reserves dropped
unexpectedly?
It's the coach trips. This year they have
generally not been well attended, leading to
the majority of them not covering their costs.
Overall the coach trips have run at a
significant deficit for the year – way higher
than in previous years. The aim is for them,
on average, across a number of years, to
break even, but this year we are more than

It is as simple as "support them or lose
them". The choice is yours.

Membership Report

John Clegg, Membership Secretary

Membership
At the time of writing in early November the
membership of the MNA is 146, a fall of 27.
This may be because of an ageing
membership (see survey report below).
With the closure of a number of libraries we
have lost places to put our membership
leaflets so are gaining fewer new members.
I hope you will come along to the AGM on
Saturday 22nd February, which will be held in
the new Central Library, Liverpool. If you
have any ideas to improve our membership
numbers please put them forward.

were 60-69, twenty-nine
were 70-79, nine were
80+ (and one of those
said she was 91!)
Interests: Most members
(75) said their main
interest was Birds, but 55
mentioned Wild Flowers,
48 said Mammals, 48 said Butterflies, and
others mentioned Fungi, Marine Life and
Photography.
Places to Visit: 61 members said they liked
Nature Reserves, 44 preferred easier walks
while only 18 said they wanted strenuous
walks.
Mid-week trips: 20 members asked for short
walks in the week so we are going to have
three Wednesday walks in Liverpool parks.
They will only last for two hours at most and
won’t have a stop for lunch, but will end at or
near the park's café. They are listed on the
2014 programme.
Coach outings: Only 28 members said they
often came out on coaches and 43 had never
been out with us. Here are some of the
reasons and what we are doing about them.

Deaths of members
Sue Williamson. Sue's daughter sent a letter
of thanks for the many years of enjoyment
her mother had with the MNA.
Charles Sandergaard, a non-active
member.
Beryl Macadam. Beryl was very active for
many years, always seen on walks and
coaches along with Jack, her late husband,
until she moved to Southport. She remained
a member until she had to go into a nursing
home, and passed away after a long illness.
Membership survey 2013
I would like to thank all 78 members who took
the time to complete the survey, in full or in
part, in early 2013. It has been a help in
compiling the 2014 programme.
Age Group: In the group who responded
there were only three members under the
age of 50. Twelve were 50-59, twenty-three

Some of our taller members said they found
the coaches uncomfortable. Bridget from
A2B coaches said the layout was standard
for the type and size we use. Some regular
members will remember that we tried another
firm with roomier coaches for three outings,
but when we asked them to quote for the
following year they said all their coaches
were "executive" and our destinations were
4

East bound: After the National Express bus
stop at the Rocket we will pick up outside
McDonalds Page Moss on Liverpool Road.
South bound: The Rocket pick-up will be the
bus stop on Queens Drive outside the Rocket
pub. Buses which stop there are 61, 68, 81 &
81A. The coach will then pick up at Aigburth
Vale at the bus stop on the slip road and then
at Garston at the bus stop on the corner of
Whitehedge Road close to Cressington Pine.
Wales bound: The Rocket pick-up will be at
Crimpers, as before.

unsuitable. They also said their drivers had
reported that our members were eating on
the coaches, which was against their rules of
carriage, so they didn’t want our business.
Unless we get a great increase in numbers
attending coach trips there doesn't seem to
be much we can do about this problem.
Some said the coaches start too early for
them. In 2013 we had three "later start"
coach trips (Hutton Roof, Fairburn Ings and
Carsington Water) which all picked up after
9 am, but only the regulars booked for them.
In 2014 we have two more late starts
planned, (Brockholes and Leighton Moss) but
if the response is just as disappointing we
may not provide later starts again.

Will all members please arrive in good time
as the new pick-ups are all on main roads
and the coach will not be able to wait for you.
The times given in the programme are only
approximate. If you were one of the members
who asked for changes to the pick-up points
please use them.

Some said toilet facilities were inadequate.
Our coaches usually stop for a comfort break
on the way out and on the way home, and
most larger nature reserves have facilities. In
addition we have recently obtained several
RADAR keys for disabled toilets and you will
find that most MNA walk leaders now have
one. If the normal loos are locked (as was the
case at Siding Lane) we will be able to get
into the disabled one in future.

For those living on the Black Bull-Old RoanMaghull-Ormskirk route there are four
coach trips for you to enjoy in 2014. In
February we return to Brockholes, with its
floating visitors' village and award-winning
café. We hope to see winter wildfowl, and
there's always the possibility of a Kingfisher.
At the other end of the year, in November,
you can join our trip to Leighton Moss. When
we were there in November 2012 we saw
great whirling murmurations of Starlings. In
the summer, we go to Bolton Abbey, where
there are nesting Sand Martins, and our
spring trip is a return to White Coppice.

Some said that coach pick-ups were in the
wrong places. In order to try and get more
members to come on coaches we have
changed the routes we will be taking out of
Liverpool in 2014 so that we can add more
pick-ups. This will mean a change to the pickup point at the Rocket. The changes are
listed in detail below.

Members who live near Huyton and Page
Moss will have two convenient coaches,
Coombes Valley in May, where we have
good chances of Redstarts and Flycatchers,
while our October trip to Old Moor RSPB
reserve near Barnsley should be good for
wildfowl and waders.

Changes to Coach Pick-up Points
North and East bound: The new Rocket
pick-up will be at the National Express bus
stop at the bottom of Broad Green Road (at
the south-east end) close to the sign for Alder
Hey Hospital. Buses which stop nearby are 6,
7, 61, 68, 81, 202 & 204. If you are travelling
by car you can park on Broad Green Road.
DO NOT use the car parks at Oak Vale
Church or Oak Vale Gardens Medical Unit or
your car WILL be wheel-clamped and you
may have to walk home! While you are
waiting for the coach see if you can find the
Mistletoe growing in the tall tree nearby. The
coach will then turn north onto Queens Drive
and will pick up at Black Bull Post Office, Old
Roan bus stop B on Ormskirk Road, Maghull
RBS on Liverpool Road North and the
Ormskirk 06 car showroom on County Road
(Park by the shops a little up the road.)

There is just one southbound trip stopping in
Aigburth and Garston in 2014. Our July
destination is Whixall Moss, which should
produce an abundance of dragonflies, with
Hobbies taking them on the wing. The
Liverpool Botanic Society are joining us on
this trip, knowing they may find floral rarities.
The LBS are also joining us on our trip to
South Stack in June, at a time when the
flowers are at their best.
All these coach trips are still only £20 each,
so what are you waiting for? Promise
yourself you will get out and about in the
fresh air in 2014 !
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Secretary's Report
Recruitment
As John Clegg said in
his report, the number
of MNA members has
fallen this year and we
aren’t getting many new
ones. The "leaflets in
the library" strategy
seems to have reached the end of its useful
run. We wonder if putting posters in shop
windows might attract more new members?
In your mailing this year you will find a poster
for the MNA, which emphasises healthy
outdoor walking, rather than wildlife
identification. If you think there are potential
members in your area, will you consider
putting the poster up in your local news
agent? But please don't do it until February,
to give me time to put the 2014 details on the
MNA website. The only contact information
given is the website, but if you are prepared
to do so, you could add your own name and
phone number so that local people without
internet access could contact you. But that
isn't essential, the poster alone is fine. And if
you want more posters, just ask me!
Local developments
Mersey Narrows and North Wirral Foreshore
was designated in July by Natural England as
a Special Protection Area / Ramsar site.
Qualifying species included Bar-tailed godwit,
Common Tern, Little Gull and Knot, and also
"the significant water bird assemblage". The
designation didn’t mention the Turnstones,
which is worrying to the RSPB and MECG.
The River Alt is Liverpool's second most
important river after the Mersey. It rises in
Huyton and trickles through north Liverpool,
passing through Croxteth Country Park, goes
under the East Lancs Road, borders the
sewage works at Fazakerley and eventually
reaches the sea at Hightown. For much of its
length it is hidden, tucked away or running
through culverts. However, it has the
potential to be a linear wildlife reserve. Water
voles have been spotted recently. Now it is
planned that part of the river, running through
the Stonebridge area, is to be re-aligned,
opened up and made accessible, creating a
900m long linear park. The project is being
led by the Cass Foundation, together with the
Community Forest Trust, the Environment
Agency and Liverpool City Council.

Barbara Lee, Secretary
Fancy some Badger-watching?
Lancashire Badger Group (LBG) have a
badger hide and although they do not
guarantee a sighting, their Paul Watson says
he has never been there and NOT seen a
badger. They allow parties of up to five
people to visit it on some evenings in the
summer months but, clearly, we cannot
arrange a coach trip to go there. Members
may want to arrange their own individual
visits. The contact phone number is
08448 707908 or you can e-mail them at
hide@lancashirebadgergroup.org.uk.
In 2014 the hide is open from May to
September, on Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday evenings. The group meet the LBG
guide at the Ribchester Arms in Ribchester at
about 7.15 or 7.30 pm. It costs £10 per
person to LBG, plus £1 per person to the
local farmer for parking.
The "MNA Archive"
Liverpool Record Office (LRO) have told me
they are very willing to accept the MNA's
donation of any books by Eric Hardy, which
they will hold in perpetuity. Nothing has been
given to LRO yet, but the fund to purchase
his books is building up, partly from the sales
of the donation of bird books I mentioned last
year and partly from the sale of some old
CDs and vinyl records that I am turning out.
I want to buy the expensive rarity A Handlist
of the Birds of Palestine (1946) first. If any
member has any copies of Eric's other books
that they no longer use, and would be willing
to donate them to the MNA, we would be very
grateful. If you see one going for a song in a
charity shop or second-hand bookshop,
please snap it up or let me know.
We also plan to add to the Record Office's
collection of MNA historical information. We
have committee minutes back to 1995,
newsletters to 1997, AGM minutes to 2001
and programmes back to 2004. Former
coach secretary Barrie Booth has donated
his coach trip diaries from 1986 to 2005
(20 years) containing familiar names of
people who are still active members. He also
has a full set of MNA newsletters which he
plans to let me scan. If you have any older
material like this which you are prepared to
part with, I would be very happy to take it off
your hands.

Mobile phone alerts
We had some last-minute switches of
meeting places in the summer, caused by
unforeseen changes to public transport.
Fortuitously, we were able to advise
members in the letter we sent out with the
holiday information, but if we hadn't been
writing to you anyway, we might have had to
rely on e-mail. The MNA has e-mail
addresses for about 70 members but I know
there are some of you who regularly attend
meetings who are not on e-mail. Can you
receive text messages? The website will
allow me to send a batch of text messages to
several mobile phones at once. If you would
like me to set you up on such a list, so that I
could send an alert about changed meeting
arrangements a few days beforehand, please
let me know your mobile number.

methods will be used by the RSPB in the
North West and in Cornwall.

Prize-winner Ruth Gaskell and
MNA Chairman David Bryant
David Bryant says "We are very happy to
award the Eric Hardy Memorial Prize to such
a worthy winner. Ruth's project is particularly
important now that marine plans for the Irish
Sea are being drawn up. With accurate and
up to date data, the methods developed in
this study could be used to help with planning
in the Irish Sea in the future.

The Eric Hardy Memorial Prize
The winner of the first annual prize was Ruth
Gaskell of Liverpool University, for her MSc
project on the interaction between seabirds
and fisheries in the Irish Sea. Ruth won £100,
a signed copy of the book In the Footsteps of
Eric Hardy and a year's membership of the
MNA. Congratulations to her!

The Amazon "widget"
If you use the website Amazon, please go to
the MNA website first, and click on the
Amazon advert (the "widget") on the
homepage. It will take you to Amazon, you
log in and shop as normal, and the MNA will
get a small commission on everything you
buy. It is a painless way to provide funds to
help us support wildlife in the local area.
Thanks!

Ruth's project established a method for
determining whether seabirds at sea might
come into conflict with commercial fishing
operations. She identified which species of
birds are most vulnerable - Lesser Blackbacked Gulls and trawlers for instance, or
diving birds getting caught in gill nets.
Accurate measurements of the populations of
offshore birds and the main fishing areas will
allow conservation organisations to identify
hotspots where action is needed. These

Lower Derwent Valley

8th June 2013, Sabena J Blackbird

In June 2013 the MNA had a coach trip to a
new location – the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
Reserve at Wheldrake Ings and adjacent
Natural England Reserve Bank Island in the
heart of the Lower Derwent Valley, East
Riding of Yorkshire. These 390 acres of flood
meadow bordering the banks of the River
Derwent have been traditionally managed for
Centuries; it is a Wetland of International
Significance, a National Nature Reserve and
a Site of Special Scientific Interest.
Management here is a fine balance of
controlling water levels to support the
wintering, passage and breeding birds, whilst

also creating the right conditions for the rare
floodplain grassland to thrive.
Garden Warbler and Blackcap heralded our
arrival allowing for song comparison for the
beginners in the group, the former having a
sweeter song containing longer phrases than
the latter, which is slightly more high pitched,
has distinct song phrases and is more
scratchy. A huge Mayfly emergence had
occurred and swarms of males were dancing
around in the air hoping to attract a female.
At least two species were noted: Dark Mayfly
Ephemera vulgata - the spotted wings and
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the dark triangles on the upper abdomen are
characteristic of this species of Mayfly; Green
Drake Ephemera danica - whose body is
creamy yellow with distinctive brown
markings on the segments.

Mayflies were one of the many highlights of
the day – another was the Banded
Demoiselles Calopteryx splendens, the
metallic blue males numbering at least twenty
with around six of the metallic green females
seen. Other Odonata included a male Azure
Damselfly Coenagrion puella posed on a
blade of grass – they are distinguished from
the male Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma
cyathigerum that were also seen, by the Ushaped mark on the second abdominal
segment separated from the segment's
narrow terminal black band. A few Fourspotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata
females were noted and also Blue-tailed
Damselfly Ischnura elegans and a lone
Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa.
Out on the floodplain meadows I heard a
distant Whimbrel utter its distinctive call
which is often associated with a Celtic
superstition of the 'seven-whistlers',
supposedly a group of six birds looking for a
seventh. Hearing the call augured death or
other disaster. The evocative ‘cur-lee’ call of
the Whimbrel’s more familiar cousin the
Curlew was also heard along with Cuckoo,
Skylark, Yellowhammer and Pheasant.

Dark Mayfly dun

The lifecycle of the Mayfly is fascinating –
after hatching from the egg the nymphs dig
into the muddy margins of ponds and rivers
to form tubular burrows. They use their gills
to force the water through the burrows and
feed by filtering or collecting fine particulate
organic detritus from the water column. They
remain as nymphs for up to two years in
some species, before emerging from the
surface of the water as a subimago or dun.
They settle on nearby vegetation before
moulting again to become an adult,
commonly called a spinner. The males then
collect in swarms where they climb and dive
until a female flies in to the swarm and
mates. Once mated, the female dips the tip of
her abdomen onto the surface of the water at
intervals releasing her egg supply of up to
6000 eggs! Their job now done, they fall dead
on to the water surface.

The lush waterside vegetation along the path
held a few Molluscs identified by Chris
Butterworth including the Common Amber
Snail Succinea putris, which has a thin-walled
translucent shell, often amber coloured, and
whose spire usually is very small compared
to the huge apertural whorl, along with the
Strawberry Snail Trochulus striolatus, which
usually has five or six whorls in a flattened
cone.

Small Tortoiseshell caterpillar

Butterflies seen included Large White Pieris
brassicae, Orange Tip Anthocharis
cardamines, caterpillars of the Small
Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae on Nettle leaves,
Peacock Inachis io, Comma Polygonia
c-album and Wall Lasiommata megera.

Banded Demoiselle male
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Moths included Nettle-tap Anthophila
fabriciana and a Micro-moth Dave Hardy later
identified as Glyphipterix thrasonella with its
silver and black markings against a bronzy
forewing. Its food-plant is the stem of Sharpflowered Rush Juncus acutiflorus.

We noted the bright orange Rust Fungus
Triphragmium ulmariae which attacks the
petioles and / or midribs of Meadowsweet
Filipendula ulmaria leaves, causing swelling
and distortion. Other Meadowsweet plants
had smooth reddish rounded swellings on the
upper leaf surface caused by the Gall Midge
Dasineura ulmaria. Another species of Rust
Fungus Uromyces valerianae was found on
Marsh Valerian leaves Valeriana dioica.

A pair of 14-spot Ladybird Propylea 14punctata were seen mating and a 7-spot
Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata was noted.
Other insects included: Dance Fly Empis
tessellata, Scorpion Fly Panorpa communis,
Snipe Fly Rhagio scolopacea, Muscid Fly
Polietes lardarius, Phantom Cranefly
Ptychoptera contaminata, Hoverflies:
Heliophilus pendulus, Leucozona lucorum,
Tapered Drone Fly Eristalis pertinax and a
more unusual looking Hoverfly with mottled
eyes Eristalinus aeneus.
Beetles included a rather nicely marked
Wasp Beetle Clytra arietis, Red-headed
Cardinal Beetle Pyrochroa serraticornis and a
couple of species of Click Beetle: Athous
haemorrhoidalis and the Wireworm Click
Beetle Agriotes obscures. I noted a
Cucumber Green Orb Spider Araniella
cucurbitina feeding on the remnants of a
deceased Mayfly. A Zebra Spider Salticus
scenicus was in one of the hides and a Dark
Stretch Spider Tetragnatha nigrita was
sprawled out on its web strung amongst
riverside vegetation.

Meadowsweet Rust Fungus

From the Pool Hide we noted Mallards
including a female with 4 ducklings, Coot,
Moorhen, a male Shoveler, an unseasonable
male Wigeon, Teal, Tufted Duck, pair of Mute
Swans with 5 cygnets, Greylags herding a
crèche of 4 goslings, Canada Goose,
Oystercatcher, Redshank, Lapwings, scores
of Swifts plus a few House Martins and
Swallows, Sedge Warbler singing its scratchy
song from the reed bed and a female Marsh
Harrier gliding over.
Returning to the coach we caught up with
those members who had visited Natural
England reserve at Bank Island. Their
sightings included – Brimstone Gonepteryx
rhamni, a Brown Hare Lepus europaeus
leveret hunkered down on the path and a
Whimbrel which was digiscoped by Barbara
through Eileen Houghton’s telescope. On a
less positive note were the empty bird
feeders outside the offices of Natural
England. "Null points" to Natural England!
As a finale Seema Aggarwal had heard a
Grasshopper Warbler reeling from scrub
close by so a few of us raced along there.
Amongst the notes of singing Garden
Warblers, Blackcap, Sedge Warbler etc. an
occasional reeling was heard by those whose
acoustic range are still able to hear the highfrequency Gropper song.

Wasp Beetle
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Shark Tagging In Liverpool Bay
In 2012 marine biologist Mathew Clough set
up the Liverpool Bay Marine Life Trust
(LBMLT) whose aims include understanding
the marine ecology and educating the public
about what species are found in the region.
With a particular interest in Sharks, Matt was
keen to organise some Shark tagging trips
around Liverpool Bay. He eventually found a
local offshore charter boat Tuskar whose
skipper Stan Dickinson had the vital fishing
skills and knowledge of where to find sharks
in the local area. The UK Shark Tagging
Program run by Dr Ken Collins of
Southampton University provide the tags
needed in return for any data LBMLT collect.
Places are offered to interested members of
the public on the Shark tagging trips in order
to pay for the charter.

July 2013, Sabena J Blackbird
regularly seen off New Brighton and have
been seen as far upriver as Runcorn this
year. We also sighted a few small pods of
Bottle-nosed Dolphins Tursiops truncates
totalling at least twelve individuals. These
observations were later passed onto the Sea
Watch Foundation who are doing outstanding
work understanding the population size,
feeding patterns and favoured areas used by
Cetaceans in the region.
The skipper was aiming for a site at West
Hoyle about 7 miles out where he had
recently caught one of the main target
species for tagging - Tope Galeorhinus
galeus, a major predator of Atlantic Mackerel
Scomber scombrus in Liverpool Bay. Tope is
one of the most widely fished Shark species,
with females reaching up to 185cm and
males 170cm. Its flesh, fins and liver oil are
all utilised but unfortunately late maturity and
low reproductive potential make Tope
vulnerable to over-fishing.
The anchor was dropped and the volunteers
grabbed rods positioned around the boat,
dropping fishing lines with silvery lures
overboard in order to catch the all important
Shark baiting fish – Atlantic Mackerel. It
wasn’t long before the lines were being
quickly reeled in with Mackerel after Mackerel
being deposited in collecting buckets. The
catch didn’t comprise just Mackerel though,
a variety of other fish species were reeled in
including Whiting Merlangius merlangus;
Lesser Weever Fish Echiichthys vipera,
which bury themselves in the sand and are
predators of small invertebrates and other
fish. We handled this species carefully as
spines on the first dorsal fin and on the gill
cover can inject poison.

Atlantic Mackerel

At the early hour of 7am one morning in early
July 2013 a small group of eager Shark
taggers met at Priory Wharf in Birkenhead
and boarded Tuskar. We sailed along the
River Mersey passing Perch Rock and New
Brighton lighthouse, following the channel
markers buoys out and around the Burbo
Bank wind farm off the Wirral, where I spotted
our first Harbour Porpoise Phocoena
phocoena of the day. Harbour Porpoise are

Lesser Weever Fish

We also had a couple of Gurnards - Red
Gurnard Aspitrigla cuculus and Grey Gurnard
Eutrigla gurnardus who can emit a grunting or
growling noise. They are bottom feeders
whose feelers allow them to detect molluscs,
crustaceans and even other fish, The final
species was Greater Sand Eel Hyperoplus
lanceolatus with a distinctive dark spot on
either side of the snout. These other Fish
species were de-hooked from the lures,
quickly photographed and released back
overboard.

A bucket of gloopy fish ‘chum’ which was
fermenting nicely in the heat and rather
fragrant, to say the least, was poured into a
metal mesh container and lowered
overboard. Smell is an incredibly important
sense to a shark, demonstrated by the fact
that up to two-thirds of the total weight of a
shark's brain is made up of the olfactory
lobes, which analyse smell. The lines at the
stern of the boat were baited with Mackerel to
attract the Tope and also sent overboard.
The lines soon started buzzing and after the
skipper or mate checked that a fish was
definitely on and it wasn’t just the tide that
was taking the line out, then each of the
volunteers had a turn at reeling in the line
hoping for Tope. Unfortunately we were out
of luck. We did catch a couple of smaller
Shark species though, Small-spotted
Catshark (a.k.a. Lesser Spotted Dogfish)
Scyliorhinus canicula and a few very grumpy
Bull Huss (a.k.a. Nursehound, Greater
Spotted Dogfish) Scyliorhinus stellaris who
aggressively doubled back on themselves to
bite their own tails whilst on deck.

Red Gurnard

Our fishing activities were drawing quite a
crowd of Northern Fulmar and Lesser Blackbacked Gulls, bobbing around the boat
hoping for scraps. Further out we noted five
Common Scoter, Kittiwakes, European
Storm-petrels, their dangling feet tip-toeing
across the surface of the sea, Manx
Shearwaters in their droves skimming around
– one individual circling around the boat Guillemots and a couple of Puffins, a good
local tick for offshore Wirral! A few Jellyfish
species floated by the boat - Moon Jellyfish
Aurelia aurita and Lion's Mane Jellyfish
Cyanea capillata.

Bull Huss

We also landed a few Thornback Rays Raja
clavata – who lie camouflaged covered in
sand on the sea floor during the day and feed
at night with a preference for crustaceans.
Again after removing the fish hooks and a
quick photo these were returned to the sea
unscathed.
Volunteer places on Matt Clough's sharktagging trips cost about £60 each.
If you are interested you can contact him on
his mobile phone at 07504 516 705 or
through http://www.liverpoolbaymlt.org/

Northern Fulmar
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Fungal Foray, Ainsdale

27th October 2013, Sabena J Blackbird

The two Daves, Jim Hughes, Chris
Butterworth and I joined members of the
North-west Fungus Group for the Ken Jordan
Memorial Fungal Foray at Ainsdale led by
Tony Carter. In the undergrowth beside the
Natural England Warden’s office we found a
large but decayed Fly Agaric Amanita
muscaria and a Blackfoot Polypore Polyporus
leptocephalus (formerly P. badius).
Sycamore Tar Spot Rhytisma acerinum
covered the Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus
leaves and a long row of Dead Moll’s Fingers
Xylaria longipes similar to Dead Man’s
Fingers Xylaria polymorpha but with long
distinguishable stipes was growing on its
favourite substrate, a fallen, moss covered
branch of Sycamore. In the field that is
occasionally grazed by sheep we found
Shaggy Scalycap Pholiota squarrosa growing
at the base of a tree.

Glistening Inkcap

Two Mycena species are quite common in
these woods – Nitrous Bonnet Mycena
leptocephala which have greyish conical caps
and fragile stems and a distinctive odour of
bleach, and two Milking Bonnets – White
Milking Bonnet Mycena galopus var. candida
and Black Milking Bonnet Mycena galopus
var. nigra whose stems will ooze whitish latex
if broken.

Sycamore Tar Spot

Bark Bonnet

We also found Yellowleg Bonnet Mycena
epipterygia with a yellowish to yellow-green
stem and Bark Bonnet Mycena speirea
growing appropriately on a piece of bark.

Dead Moll’s Fingers

We wandered to the area around the pond
finding an impressive collection of Glistening
Ink Cap Coprinus micaceus growing on a
fallen log.

A couple of Twiglets! – Hawthorn Twiglet
Tubaria dispersa (formerly T. autochthona)
which grows out of the buried, mummified
berries of Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna,
and Scurfy Twiglet Tubaria furfuracea, with a
12

luteus, Silverleaf Fungus Chondrostereum
purpureum, Coral Spot Nectria cinnabarina,
Peeling Oysterling Crepidotus mollis,
Yellowing Oysterling Crepidotus luteolus,
Sepia Webcap Cortinarius decipiens,
Poisonpie Hebeloma mesophaeum and
Collared Mosscap Rickenella swartzii.

rather nice cinnamon coloured cap and stipe,
growing on a twig.

Next there was a treat with Scarlet Caterpillar
Fungus Cordyceps militaris. This red fingerlike fungi is about 2cm tall and is a type of
entomopathogenic fungi which parasitises the
buried pupae of moths and butterflies. We
also noted Slender Club Macrotyphula juncea
whose thin 4-5cm beige fruit bodies project
from the leaf litter or a buried twig.

Scurfy Twiglet

A few Jellies with Common Jellyspot
Dacryomyces stillatus, Leafy Brain Tremella
foliacea and Crystal Brain Exidia nucleata.

Leafy Brain

Wood Pinkgills Entoloma rhodopolium were
scattered around the leaf litter. Reddish
purple blotches on the upper side of Bramble
leaves Rubus fruticosus aggregate was
caused by Violet Bramble Rust Phragmidium
violaceum. Beneath the leaves they
appeared as mature dark spots.

Scarlet Caterpillar Fungus

After a spot of lunch and watching a Red
Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris scurrying around in
a nearby tree we headed towards the pine
woods behind the Warden’s outbuildings,
briefly stopping to note Deer Shield Pluteus
cervinus growing on the edge of the path and
Blue Roundhead Stropharia caerulea growing
on the small patch of grass outside the office.
A few encrusting fungi with Netted Crust
Byssomerulius corium and Elder Whitewash
Hyphodontia sambuci and Purplepore
Bracket Trichaptum abietinum. This purplish
bracket is saprophytic, growing from dead
conifer wood.

Violet Bramble Rust

The species mounted up with Blushing
Bracket Daedaleopsis confragosa, Jelly Ear
Auricularia auricular-judae, Stag’s Horn
Fungus Xylaria hypoxylon, Birch Polypore
Piptoporus betulinus, Slippery Jack Suillus

(Editor's note - This article is continued on the
back page, with more colour photos)
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A Natural History Diary
Cilcain 16th May
Richard Surman, Dave Hardy and I had a most
enjoyable circular walk above Cilcain which
encompassed the fishing lakes and the
heathery flanks of Moel Famau. Blackcaps
were singing as we started up a lane with high
hedges and overhanging trees, a Cuckoo was
faintly heard, while a Redstart made a brief
appearance in its usual area. With increasing
height it was damp with low cloud and a
stiffening breeze but that didn’t prevent us
seeing Whinchat, Tree Pipit and Great Spotted
Woodpecker as we had our lunch. A Cuckoo
called as it perched on wires just below and if
that was not good enough three came in close
and began flying around us, so close that the
swish of the wings could be heard.

A female landed in a nearby Mountain Ash and
made its distinctive bubbling call. During our
descent two Redstarts were in full song, one of
which we saw flitting about near the base of a
tall hedge line. Approaching Cilcain the flora
included Goldilocks Buttercup, Ramsons,
Wood Sorrel and Greater Celandine.
Cannock Chase 18th May
No sooner had we assembled in the car park
when the MNA was greeted by the songs of a
Wren, Willow Warbler and a pair of Garden
Warblers. We set off on the Blue Trail and it
wasn’t long before we had a singing Tree Pipit
which conveniently dived into a nearby tree. A
small flock of birds swirled about before
descending into a tall Silver Birch which at first
were thought to be Linnets but on closer
approach, much to our surprise, turned out to
be Crossbills – 11 of them, some vivid males,
clear views of their curious bills, most at rest
but some feeding on the catkins. A Cuckoo
called in the distance but patience was

David Bryant
rewarded with two flying about some closer
trees. After lunch a Coal Tit was singing but
obviously outdone in volume by a yaffle or
Green Woodpecker close by, but could we see
it amongst all the foliage? There were great
spreads of Wood Sorrel and some Thymeleaved Speedwell while the Birches had
exceptional numbers of grey Hoof Fungus.
Away from the trees the Heath Moth, Speckled
Wood and Peacock added interest but
upstaged by Green Hairstreaks fluttering about
the Bilberry and Cowberry, with a pair spiralling
upwards. The open heath also gave Stonechat
and Common Lizard.
Great Orme 30th May
For most of the day it was cool and breezy with
low cloud and light rain, only brightening up at
3.30pm – but that didn’t hinder RS, DH and
myself, nor the flora and fauna. The start of the
Marine Drive displayed huge numbers of
Primrose and Rock Rose, followed by
Cowslips, Common Dog Violet and Salad
Burnet. The yellow flowers of Wild Cabbage
were predictable in the cliff face whereas at our
feet it was good to see Meadow Clary and
several Early Purple Orchids. Further on
Fulmars were cackling and bill tugging on their
favourite ledges just above the road with Rock
Pipits and a female Wheatear in close
attendance. Approaching the lighthouse area a
pair of Choughs was prodding the steep turf in
the foreground while the ledges below held
good numbers of Guillemots, fewer Razorbills
and a sprinkling of Kittiwakes. A Peregrine was
inevitably present. Something I’ve never
witnessed before was how the fresh growth of
Common Nettle had been burnt black by recent
strong, cold easterly winds. Meanwhile out to
sea but close inshore there was a constant
procession of Gannets heading towards Puffin
Island with only a few in the reverse direction.
Then it was over to West Shore and the old
gun sites, dropping down through a mass of
aromatic gorse with its Greenfinches and
Whitethroats. A large bluish grey larva on the
path proved to be that of the Glow-worm which
is a notable invertebrate of the western slopes.
Spring Squill, Milkwort and Spotted Catsear
provided a suitable conclusion to the day.
Llanclys & Llanymynech 5th June
Ron Crossley and I made a little expedition to
these interesting reserves a few miles to the
south of Oswestry in hilly limestone country.

banded Longhorn beetle Rhagium bifasciatum,
like many of the type laying its eggs in dead
wood, often conifers.

Llanclys had 140-150 Early Purple Orchids,
two Butterfly Orchids, but only in bud,
numerous Common Twayblades and masses
of Ramsons. Grizzled Skippers were present
two years ago. It was interesting to observe
how many of the large ant mounds had been
torn apart or totally destroyed; doubtlessly the
work of Badgers. Then we walked through
woodland to Llanymynech’s abandoned quarry
with its very long rock face. At the entrance
there was an excellent specimen of Dryad’s
Saddle in a mossy gully but once inside we
met a group of entomologists from the West
Midlands with whom we exchanged
information. High above a young Peregrine
was just about visible at the protected nest site,
indicated by the white streaks. At the more
open south end the steep turf was a blaze of
yellow Rock Rose while a gentle hollow near
the path was white with a sheet of Woodruff.

We broke out on to rough pasture with
scattered Hawthorn, Sycamore and Ash where
a male Redstart flitted about as a Tree Pipit
dropped into a tree. The local landmark is an
abandoned farmhouse, intriguingly marked on
the OS map as Crystal Clock. From there it
was on to the moor proper with masses of
Bilberry and Heather, distant views showing a
patchwork quilt of rectangular strips of
clearance and fresh growth. Meadow Pipits
were numerous, a Kestrel hovered and a
Cuckoo called out to the south. After watching
a restless Small Heath we came across a
rather large broken egg, drab olive with
brownish blotches, which eventually transpired
to be that of a Curlew. As we reached the
furthest point Sabena had gone ahead and by
good fortune flushed a Blackcock, which
offered good views as it flew low to our side.

The path eventually reverts to boulders and
cliffs where we were rewarded with two moths,
Yellow Shell and Rivulet (brownish grey with a
white wing bar), Small Heath, Dingy Skipper
and three Wall Browns, two of them spiralling
skyward – yet another species in decline.

Two weeks later the trip was repeated but we
proceeded further and on into Llangollen. Still
the Cuckoo called, a Red Grouse was flushed
but the main focus was a pair of noisy Curlew
flying around us for a considerable time, at one
stage chasing off a Raven.

Ruabon Moor 10th June
Another expedition as Dave Hardy, Sabena
Blackbird, Ron Crossley, Chris Butterworth and
I took the bus to Wrexham and then one to
Acrefair, beginning our ramble up Chapel
Street or Stryd Capel. Ascending the wooded
lane was extremely productive – Crosswort,
Yellow Archangel, Ramsons, Wild Hop,
Greater Stitchwort, Wood Speedwell, Winter
Heliotrope, Common Comfrey and spectacular
tiers of yellow Chicken of the Woods. Fairy
Bonnets were on a log beside a stream. All to
the sound of Blackcap, Nuthatch and Great
Spotted Woodpecker.
The grassy slopes above the reservoir were
equally rewarding with Pignut, Mouse-ear
Hawkweed, Catsear, Germander Speedwell,
Tufted Vetch, Bird’s foot Trefoil and Wild
Strawberry. In order to reach Trefechan Brook
we had to cross a meadow which was
occupied by large numbers of Snipe Flies – the
ones which you see facing downwards on
posts and fences! A good find while walking
upstream alongside the upper reservoir was
Round-leaved Cranesbill while on the far side
three Canada Geese with a large crèche of 22
youngsters ambled down a steep grassy slope.
Amongst the tall conifers Garden Warbler and
Blackcap were singing while closer at hand
were Orange Tip, Garden Chafer and the Two-

As we dropped down the scar of Eglwyseg we
were rewarded with a family of four young
Wheatears moving about the boulders while on
the short turf and Wild Thyme three Small
Heaths and Mountain Bumble Bees flew
amongst the attractive Musk Thistles with their
drooping heads.
Migneint 19th June
This is a vast expanse of remote moorland
about five miles to the east of Blaenau
Ffestiniog along the Pentrefoelas road. Eric
Hardy knew the area in the 1950s and
recognised its worth as a valuable habitat with
breeding Golden Plover and Dunlin. And now,
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over 60 years later, the RSPB are showing
great interest in the area! That meant I just had
to visit the place, with trains to Llandudno
Junction and Blaenau and a taxi for the last bit.
Naturally I picked a warm, dry day. Close to the
road you have the upper rocky reaches of the
Afon Conwy fringed with Oaks where I saw a
male Redstart. Early Purple Orchids were
amidst some rough pasture. Heading southwest I was soon out on the wide expanse of
the moors with distant rugged peaks and big
swathes of Cotton grass. Predictably I came
across Whinchats, Wheatears, a solitary
Curlew and a fine female Hen Harrier. Most
surprising was female Redstart on some wires.
A long trek took me to the old farmhouse
(abandoned about 1910) at Trawsnant,
recommended by Bill Owens. While Swallows
flew in and out of an outbuilding I entered the
main room of the house with its heavy table,
chairs, fresh firewood by the fireplace and
crockery in a cupboard. Names and dates were
inscribed here and there but most appealing
was a large pastel fresco of a ram on a wall.
That day I saw nobody – true wilderness.

mainly Guillemots, the rock faces streaked with
guano. Razorbills held the more confined
cavities and small ledges below overhangs
while the Kittiwakes had their seaweed nests
on minor ledges. Meanwhile the calm sea held
great rafts of auks. I’ve known the site for
decades, one of the best kept secrets in Wales
and certainly on a greater scale than South
Stack on Anglesey. As far as I know it hasn’t
featured in any magazine, book or TV
programme. Mind you it is hardly accessible.
Next year I’ll enquire about hiring a boat in
Nefyn so that we can admire the whole
panorama.
Retracing to the cliff top we then walked across
rough pasture and its drystone walls towards
the immediate hinterland of Bird Rock. True to
form Wheatears, numerous and mostly young
birds, were flitting about the walls in close
company with several Stonechats and a
Whinchat. Very distinctive calls announced a
pair of Choughs and then a Peregrine hidden
in the jumble of granite up to our right. From a
saddle in the skyline we had commanding
views of the beaches and rugged mountains
looking north-east to Caernarvon. Exploring a
quarry ledge below I came across a Common
Lizard and a colour-ringed Chough feeding a
youngster. Returning to the car we concluded
with a pair of Buzzards and as many as five
Choughs floating and diving above a ridge near
we had walked.

Nefyn 4th July
This outing had been considered in 2012 but at
long last it materialised and we were on our
way, Richard, Sabena and myself. We started
off on the shingle beach just below the village
of Trefor which is overlooked by the big
quarried ledges blasted out of the flanks of
peaks known as The Rivals. While the sandy
path offered Common Spotted Orchids,
Common Centaury, Kidney Vetch, Sheepsbit
Scabious and Spear-leaved Orache, the
shingle produced Yellow Horned Poppy and a
small stream added Hemlock Water Dropwort.
Near at hand movement was provided by
Meadow Browns, Common Blues and Burnet
Moths, a lone Rock Pipit and out at sea a
Common Seal and Gannets.

I returned a week
later with a friend
from Birmingham.
There was nothing
new except a pair of
Common Sandpipers
flying about the rock
pools at the foot of
Bird Rock but as we
worked our way back
along the beach we
met a Welsh couple
about my age. During
our conversation the
gentleman said he
had been coming for decades and hoped that
this secret magical place would remain so –
“don’t tell anybody.”

Then it was back on the road over The Rivals
towards Nefyn but stopping short at Pistyll with
its pond and attractive little church, one of a
series on the pilgrim’s trail to Bardsey. After
lunch and watching a Ringlet fluttering about
the graveyard we descended the steep glacial
cliffs to the accompaniment of Blackcap and
Whitethroat and headed along the shingle
towards a dramatic headland, Penrhyn Glas, or
what is colloquially known as Bird Rock. At low
tide it is possible to climb on to an islet, Llech
Lydan, where many Cormorants gather. Once
there you are presented with an extraordinary
sight – great folded cliffs with projections and
deep inlets occupied by vast ranks and tiers of

Freshfield Dune Path 5th July
On a warm sunny day I headed down the
diversionary Fisherman's Path with its Northern
Dune Tiger Beetles on display, then turned
north towards Ainsdale. The orchids put on a
good show with Pyramidal, Southern Marsh
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Carrot were the Sulphur Beetle Cteniopus
sulphureus. Towards the south-western tip and
the cottages we added Vipers Bugloss and
Sea Bindweed which was a good find, and
where it was more rocky around the lighthouse
Golden Samphire, Rock Samphire and Sea
Spleenwort completed the picture. At last we
saw a Grayling on the lichen-covered lavas
and most surprisingly, a Speckled Wood – it
must have lost its way! Out to sea 50-60 Manx
Shearwaters drifted to and fro near the buoy
but closer at hand on the beach of Porth Twr
Mawr below our vantage point Richard had
noticed a Ringed Plover steadily moving up
towards the tideline at the edge of the Marram
Grass where, as we patiently watched, there
was a change of duty at the nest.

and Early Marsh, including the bright red form
ssp. coccinea. Small Heaths and Common
Blues were in good numbers plus at least four
Wall Browns – it has been a good year for this
species. Probably the best came towards the
end near the Discovery Centre where dozens
of White Satin Moths were flying lazily about
the Creeping Willow – a magical moment and
always a good place to witness the spectacle.
Llanddwyn 18th July
Richard, Dave, Sabena and I had intended to
visit Cors Erddreiniog but en route I happened
to mention Llanddwyn Island off the south-west
corner of Anglesey around Newborough
Warren. None had been to this special place
and so a decision was quickly reached in its
favour.

Working our way back we came across mining
bees entering and leaving holes in the baked
earth of the path – later checks revealed them
to be Andrena flavipes. Out to sea but much
closer this time dozens of Manx Shearwaters
were very active around a rocky islet. One
minute they would be on the water and then
suddenly submerging or they would fly up and
abruptly descend in unison, diving at a very
shallow angle, quite unlike Gannets for
example. Several Guillemots moved away
while the commotion attracted the attention of
some Sandwich Terns.

Having driven through the forest of conifers we
parked and heard Siskins as soon as we got
out. It was an idyllic day what with the warmth,
blue sky and calm azure sea. We strolled along
the sandy beach and came across three types
of jellyfish – Moon, Lion’s mane and Blue.
Llanddwyn is not a true island anymore
because it is now joined to the main island by a
short sand bar which is only flooded by the
highest tides. The rocky approaches reveal
marvellous, classic examples of pillow lava –
rounded masses of greenish basalt which was
erupted in a submarine environment. Sinuous
veins of red quartz or jasper added to the
texture. In fact the ¾ mile island provides an
excellent variety of rocks and structures for the
budding geologist – an open air teaching
laboratory.

Minera 25th July
On a warm, calm humid day I made my way
towards the large, abandoned limestone
quarries above Wrexham which originally
supplied the steelworks at Brymbo to the north.
To reach Minera village the No.11 bus runs
from Wrexham every half hour. Then it is a
nice stroll up a valley. Initially you pass through
meadows with Common Spotted Orchid,
Lady's Bedstraw, Ragged Robin and Wild
Angelica which were favoured by Meadow
Browns and Ringlets. As I moved on increasing
tree cover had promoted Common Twayblade,
but past its best, and numerous Broad-leaved
Helleborine while Pyramidal Orchids were
scattered about the steep dumps of lime.
Eventually you enter the great expanse of the
quarry floor which has been raked over and
sown with grasses and wildflowers. I’ve never
seen so many Burnet Moths; there must have
been many hundreds with one thistle alone
holding18. Just as impressive were the Small
Heaths which were in the dozens and, yet, only
a few Common Blues. Predictably, Graylings
were lurking quite motionless on the hot rocks.
The barer, gravelly areas were popular with the
Musk/Nodding Thistles, Welted Thistles and up

An undulating path amongst the grasses
revealed Creeping Cinquefoil, Bloody
Cranesbill, Wild Pansy, Kidney Vetch, Rest
Harrow, Thrift, Sea Holly and five Pyramidal
Orchids whilst the invertebrates included Small
Skipper, Meadow Brown, Dark Green Fritillary,
Gatekeeper, Burnet Moths and a female Grass
Eggar. The pale green beetles on the Sea
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to 26 Fragrant Orchids. Broad-bodied Chasers
and a Golden-ringed Dragonfly frequented a
small patch of water while close by it was
rewarding to find Spring Sandwort. Before
departing I explored a small track heading
south and was surprised to come across two
female Silver-studded Blues, conveniently near
the larger Common Blue for comparison. They
were accompanied by Small and Large
Skippers.

our way to the top where members had good
views of Red Squirrel, Great Spotted
Woodpecker, Coal Tit and Bullfinch around the
feeders.
Rhyd-y-Foel 1st August
Still the weather was hot and humid when I
took the train to Abergele in order to explore
the limestone hills I’ve often noticed from
passing trains over the years. You soon leave
the town and progress uphill along sunken
lanes with high hedgebanks. The flora was
truly amazing, what with Marjoram, Betony,
Wild Basil and Field Scabious. The crest of the
lane gave tremendous views of Snowdonia.
The target for the day was Rhyd-y-Foel which
has public access and it certainly wasn’t
disappointing – Rock Rose, Carline Thistle,
Harebell, Robins Pincushion. A female
Redstart briefly distracted me from the
butterflies – Grayling, Gatekeeper, Meadow
Brown, Peacock, Ringlet and Silver-studded
Blue – and Silver Y moths.

Bassenthwaite 27th July
It was still very warm and humid as the MNA
coach made for one of its furthest destinations.
Having parked at Thornthwaite on the west
side of the lake we took the woodland path to
the waters, noting the calls of Nuthatches and
the abundance of Climbing Corydalis before
passing through a tunnel beneath the A66.
When we laggards got to the lake Sean O'Hara
had picked out a distant bird in a tree top at the
south end. A telescope resolved it to be an
Osprey, another close by and very briefly a
young one on a nest. We later learned the
adult female was a four-year-old Scottish bird
and that the young had been tagged with
transmitters.

Heading seaward I checked out the cliffs and
caves above Llandulas where I found Wild
Cabbage and Spotted Catsear. As I walked
along the shingle several Little Terns and
numerous noisy Sandwich Terns kept me
company. Arriving back at Abergele it was
noteworthy how some of the shingle adjacent
to a busy promenade had been taped off for
breeding Ringed Plover and with prominent
notices to explain matters.
Delamere 3rd August
This was the venue for a joint meeting with
Liverpool Botanical Society when some 16
people assembled in the car park at the railway
station. Straight away eyes were on the ground
to indicate Perforate St John’s Wort, Common
Storksbill and Upright Hedge Parsley. Starting
along a dry sandy trail it was surprising to
come across Water Pepper – confirmed by its
taste. A small sandy bank in full sunshine was
very active with mining bees, doubtlessly
Andrena sp. Moving into denser mixed
woodland Nuthatches were calling, a pair of
Tree Creepers were watched by all and a
Blackcap was in full song. Then distinctive
chipping calls announced a flock of Crossbills
passing overhead. As the path broadened eyes
were back to the ground, identifying Wood
Dock in seed, Yellow Pimpernel, unusually tall
Self-heal, Lesser Spearwort and most
surprising a Holly Blue in danger of being
mown down by a vehicle and hordes of cyclists
– it was rescued! Further calls alerted us to
Jays, Great Spotted Woodpecker and Coal tits.

Scanning the lake showed several dozen
Goosanders, either cruising up and down,
diving or loafing on the bank. A pair of
Oystercatchers and Herons were on the far
bank opposite. Exploring our side resulted in a
family of Spotted Flycatchers and a Tree
Creeper in and around a large Oak. Meanwhile
the flora yielded Marsh Woundwort, Betony,
Great Water Parsnip, Purple Loosestrife and
Floating Water Plantain. Raven and Peregrine
were distinguished as we looked up at the
crags high above. And then it was over to
Dodd Wood on the other side of Bassenthwaite
where the RSPB have an Osprey viewing
point. Masses of Wood Sorrel were noted on
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By now it was time for lunch on the banks of
the Black Lake managed by Cheshire Wildlife
Trust, a water noted for its dragonflies and it
didn’t disappoint – Common Blue, Blue-tailed
and Emerald damselflies, Black Darter, Broadbodied Chaser, Emperor dragonfly, Migrant
and Brown Hawker. Eagle eyes picked out a
Crossbill at the top of a conifer on the other
side of the mere.

in the Rosebay Willowherb which wouldn’t
have been easy to spot.
Burton Mere Wetlands 21st September
Having travelled over the Wirral by bus to Ness
Gardens most members went direct to BMW
while Chris B and I went down Denhall Lane to
Inner Marsh so as to cover the whole area. The
water was reasonably high with good numbers
of Teal and Black-tailed Godwits. Amongst
them were six Greenshank, four Ruff, three
Knot and four Spotted Redshank. A lift from
Jean Lund saved a circuitous walk to BMW
where we added a Little Egret, and a Curlew
Sandpiper courtesy of Chris’s telescope. At the
main hide the highlight was a prolonged aerial
performance by a Hobby; occasionally
perching and then off again, making some very
close passes to show its streaked underparts
and chestnut “trousers”. Often its head was
down to take a nibble at what looked like a
hawker dragonfly. The latter invertebrates were
quite varied with Emperor, Migrant, Southern
and Brown Hawkers, Common Darter and
Broad-bodied Chaser.

Continuing our walk a sunny glade of Greater
Burdock and Bramble had attracted half a
dozen Peacocks, Large Whites, Green-veined
White, Gatekeeper and two Brimstones – an
amazing assemblage. Also basking in the sun
at close quarters was a Southern Hawker.
Nearby the flora was concluded with Field
Forget-me-not, Wood Avens and at least ten
Broad-leaved Helleborines.

Siding Lane, Rainford 5th October
After assembling in the car park we set off
through undulating woodland, which covers the
site of extensive colliery sidings, to the sound
of Robins, Coal Tits and a distant raucous Jay.
At our feet were Candle Snuff fungus and
Common Puffball on a log and numerous
Common Earthballs. A south-facing, gritstone
retaining wall by the railway had a colourful
Comma and at the field margin a nice
assemblage of Common Field Speedwell,
Common Hemp Nettle, Red Dead Nettle and
Field Pansy. Further on a tall Foxglove was
fully in flower. Down Dairy Farm Lane the
flowers of Great Bindweed held dozens of
micro-moths Anthophila fabriencia which,
bizarrely, seemed to prefer running about
rather than flying when disturbed. The corner
of a grassy field had a good display of Stubble
Rosegill; numerous tall, white fungi with
crowded, brownish-pink gills of four different
lengths. At the junction with the Old Coach
Road we had lunch to the accompaniment of
the evocative calls of chevrons of Pinkfeet
passing overhead. Poking amongst the
undergrowth, trees and decaying logs revealed
Tawny Funnel Cap, Smoky Bracket, Honey
Fungus, Candle Snuff, Birch Polypore and
some very large Brown Birch Bolete. Back near
the car park matters were concluded with a
Grey Wagtail bounding along a brick-lined
culvert.

Highfield Moss 8th August
Richard and I visited this lesser known reserve
just to the east of Newton-le-Willows,
especially since he hadn’t been there. Dozens
of Swifts were swooping low over the area
along with some Swallows and House Martins.
Willow warblers and Yellowhammers were still
in song and a flock of Linnets went over as we
approached the meres. There patience was
rewarded with Common Blue and Emerald
damselflies, Banded Demoiselle, Keeled
Skimmer, Common and Black Darters and a
Migrant Hawker. The black and yellow mining
bee Nomada lathburiana was still active at the
mini clay cliffs at the railway end. Interestingly
all the Oaks at the east end seemed to have
just the Silk Button Spangle Galls and in huge
numbers. The Marsh Gentians were most
disappointing again with a grand total of about
18 and that for both sides of the railway.
Barbara Allen and Kath Edwards visited a
week later to add Petty Whin (a local speciality)
in seed and an Elephant Hawkmoth caterpillar
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A motley collection of slug-ravaged Russulas
with Bloody Brittlegill Russula sanguinaria,
Crab Brittlegill Russula xerampelina with its
characteristic fishy odour, Coral Brittlegill
Russula velenovskyi, Variable Brittlegill
Russula versicolor, Birch Brittlegill Russula
betularum and Ochre Brittlegill Russula
ochroleuca. Clouded Funnel Cap a.k.a.
Clouded Agaric Clitocybe nebularis was
growing in a large circle 20ft in diameter.

sample was taken for microscopic
examination as there are several similar
species, and was later confirmed as
Geoglossum cookeanum. Nearby was a
Dune Waxcap Hygrocybe conicoides.

Clouded Agaric

Meanwhile Spring Cavalier Melanoleuca
cognata, a large umbrella-shaped fungus,
was noted growing in a line, probably
following a buried tree trunk. This species
fruits twice, once in April and May and then
again from August onwards until the frost
begins. The small brown agaric called
Conifercone Cap Baeospora myosura was
found rooting on a buried pine cone. Also
noted Oyster Mushroom Pleurotus ostreatus,
Collared Earth Star Geastrum triplex,
Common Rustgill Gymnopilus penetrans,
Yellow Knight Tricholoma equestre and Pale
Stagshorn Calocera pallidospathulata.

Slime Mould Tubifera ferruginosa

We briefly moved on to the dunes, noting a
collection of Earth Tongues Geoglossum sp.
sticking out from the short dune grass. A

Earthtongue

Heading back into the woods to escape the
wind we added to the day’s list with Common
Puffball Lycoperdon perlatum, Grassland
Puffball Lycoperdon lividum, a young
specimen of Common Bird’s Nest Crucibulum
laeve whose yellow “lid” still covered over the
nest, Shield Dapperling Lepiota clypeolaria,
Dapperling Lepiota erminia and the Slime
Mould Tubifera ferruginosa, whose fruiting
body consists of a tight cluster of bright pink
oblong shaped sporangia.
A great Fungi list for the day with some
memorable species! Tony Carter let me know
that 98 species were identified with six
species new to the site recorded. None of
them are unusual, just not previously
identified, perhaps because we spent a little
more time in the conifer woods this time. He
took a few specimens home to check the
identification. He confirmed Flaming Scalycap
Pholiota flammans on one specimen from the
stem. It was a bit old and the cap had
darkened and flattened. A fresh specimen
would be quite spectacular.

