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This year's cover picture was taken by MNA member Ken Lewis.  

It shows a Black-tailed Godwit about to take off and was taken at the RSPB reserve at Marshside, 
Southport during the spring,  

Ken is a professional photographer, and if you visit his website at 
http://www.kelimages.com/index.htm   

you can buy his wonderful photos of nature or of Liverpool as prints, canvas prints,  
greeting cards, or even mugs and fridge magnets. Ken also does talks,  

and you can book him for day tours to learn some of the skills of nature photography.    
 
 

Full information on our 2016 programme of coach trips, talks and field trips  
will be on our website from mid-January 2016. 

 

www.mnapage.info 
 

Reports and pictures from many previous trips not covered in this newsletter are on our blog at  
 

www.NaturalistsNotebook.mnapage.info 
 

This newsletter is published by the Merseyside Naturalists' Association  
of 13 Strafford Drive, Bootle, Liverpool, L20 9JN.    
The MNA was founded by Eric Hardy in 1938 and is registered charity no. 1039420. 
Material from this newsletter may not be reproduced without the permission of the MNA. 
© Copyright Merseyside Naturalists' Association 2015. 
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Chairman’s Report David Bryant, Chairman 
 

 
In startling contrast to 
recent Newsletters, 
when I had major or 
interesting subject 
matter to deal with, I 
have nothing 
newsworthy or 
important to expand 

upon in this issue. Some years are like that. 
At the recent AGM of Bootle Cricket Club the 
Secretary reminded the Chairman about his 
contribution to the annual review of the 
season – his response that it would be brief 
because he had little to say and he didn’t 
think that many people paid attention to it 
anyway! A bit harsh perhaps. 
 
The coach trips were successful unlike some 
of the other aspects of the programme where 
only 4-6 attended. When designing a new 
programme a priority is to insert the coaches 
and then everything is wrapped around them 
because they are so liked. 
 
The only spanner in the works as regards the 
efficient running of the MNA is the vacancy of 
secretary, a void which must be filled, 
hopefully at the AGM. 
 
At the very last minute Sabena informed me 
that the Eric Hardy Memorial prize is still 
active and has been awarded to a student for 
her dissertation on bats, mainly in the local 
area. 
 

Editor’s note: Catrin Watkin of the School Of 
Environmental Sciences, Liverpool University 
has been awarded the Eric Hardy Memorial 
Prize 2016 for her MRes thesis ‘Fine-scale 
habitat associations of bats: implications 
for conservation’. 
 
Evidence suggests that UK bat populations 
have undergone severe declines in 
abundance and contraction in areas of 
distribution during the twentieth century. 
Anthropogenic pressures such as 
urbanisation are believed to be predominantly 
responsible. Appropriate conservation 
guidelines and effective protective measures 
for rare species require accurate knowledge 
of factors likely to influence their populations; 
in the case of bats, habitat requirements must 
be identified and understood.  
 
The distribution of bat species present at ten 
sites across Merseyside and the Wirral were 
investigated in relation to fine-scale habitat 
associations. It was found that fine-scale 
habitat association differed between urban, 
semi-rural and rural sites. It has been 
suggested that conservation guidelines 
should take into account these differences; 
broadleaved woodland and water habitats are 
of high importance in rural sites, whereas 
habitat heterogeneity is important in semi-
rural sites, such as parks, gardens and 
playing fields.

 
 

Back to normal Alexander Mansfield, Treasurer 
 

 
The MNA does not need to 
make a surplus every year 
and in fact has more 
reserves than it actually 
needs, so this year  
as predicted at our last 
AGM, the MNA will be 

deliberately loss making and as long as the 
coach trips continue to break even or make a 
small surplus this trend will continue until the 
reserves reduce to a suitable level. 
 
At the last AGM, it was agreed to extend our 
ongoing commitment to the Friends of 

Pickering Pasture and the first of the three 
agreed payments was made during the  
year. 
 
The Committee decided that before any grant 
was made to Mere Sands Woods to check 
that the previously agreed refurbishment of 
the wooden benches, which the MNA had 
donated to them many years ago, had been 
completed. The refurbishment had not been 
completed and it was decided that any future 
grant to them would be delayed until the  
work had been completed. 
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It was encouraging that the coach trips made 
a small surplus and with this in mind, the 
MNA made a small donation to the A. W. 
Boyd Memorial Fund which runs the A. W. 
Boyd Observatory at Rostherne Mere the 
location of the final coach trip of the year. 

It is expected that the MNA will be able to 
make small grants next year so any ideas 
would be gratefully received to be discussed 
at our next AGM.

 
 

Membership Report   John Clegg, Membership Secretary 
 

 
At the time of writing this report the 
membership of the MNA has once again 
dropped and now stands at 138. This may be 
due to members passing away because of 
our ageing membership, although I have only 
been informed of two deaths. In particular, 
Larry Cavanagh, a member for many years 
who was frequently seen on our coach trips 
along with his wife Rose. We have also lost 
J.Smyth, a non-active member from Heswall. 
A number of standing orders were not paid 

and once again packs and renewal letters 
were returned as not known. 
If you asked last year to go paperless you 
may be surprised to receive this paper copy 
of the newsletter and the card programme. 
This is because the position of secretary is 
still vacant and so we are unable to send out 
material electronically. If you are willing to 
help then please put your name forward at 
the AGM. 

 
 

Coach Report John Clegg 
 

 
Apart from one outing the numbers attending 
has been very good and all those who 
missed a coach for any reason have paid the 
fee. As a result we were able to lower the 
charges on the trip to Rostherne Mere and 
Tatton Park. 
I am very pleased to report that the position 
of Coach Secretary, after being vacant for a 
number of years, has now been filled by 
Seema Aggarwal who is well known by those 
attending our coach trips. You will find her 
contact details on your programme card and 

so all bookings should henceforth go through 
Seema and not David or myself. 
 
Editor’s note: Our Coach Trip programme for 
2016 includes a new pick-up at Bromborough 
Village beside the Pub of the same name.  
Seema will be assisted in the role of Coach 
Secretary by Christine Barton. If you’re 
unable to get through to Seema please book 
with Christine – contact details on the 
programme card. 

 
 

Howard’s Swansong John Clegg 
 

 
After over 30 years of leading walks for the 
MNA, Howard Mills led his last walk on 15th 
August 2015. This was one of his favourites, 
around Haskayne, an area of south-west 
Lancashire farmland with a section of the 
Leeds-Liverpool canal. He found the walk in 
the “Out and About” section of the Liverpool 
Daily Post. 
All Howard’s walks were easy on the foot, 
always by public transport to areas of local 
interest and enjoyed by many members over 

the years. We will miss his leading from the 
front but I’m sure our paths will cross. 
On his previous walk to that same area in 
2012 a Southern Hawker Dragonfly was seen 
by one of the member and was the first for 
the North of England – again recorded there 
in 2015. 
On behalf of all the members of the MNA, 
past and present, who have enjoyed his 
walks, a big THANK YOU, Howard! 
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Our volunteer group started up about 16 years ago, working with the HBC Ranger. Funding issues 
phased out the ranger service and we have been more or less going it alone for about 6 years. At 
present we have 22 members, all making the most of our retirement years. 
                                           

            
 
We are very practical, hands on, group. We make benches, repair fencing, do painting, plant, cut 
back, clean and clear. We run an occasional ‘pop up’ café, which makes the Visitor Centre at 
Pickerings Pasture accessible to the public.  We take guided walks round both nature reserves. 
This year we had a group from a Botanical Society in Nantes, France, join us for a day. 
 
We liaise with Halton’s Open Spaces team to agree the projects we get involved in but we are 
largely left to just get on with it.  The freedom to tackle things we see that need doing, without too 
much red tape, has strengthened our group and helped it grow. We get a lot of public support.   
 
Wild bird winter feeding is extremely important to us and the help we’ve had from the MNA is very 
much appreciated. Most of the group is involved from the end of September till early April and we 
encourage the public to get involved too.  The feeding stations are a big attraction for both the 
birds and the public, especially photographers and bird watchers. 
     

     
 
We have produced a new Pickerings Pasture leaflet this year and provided the text and pictures for 
new information boards for Pickerings. We keep our website updated and we have members who 
keep detailed lists of wild life sightings on and around both nature reserves. For two years Hale 
Duck Decoy was flooded and it was very difficult to carry out work there but we think we have 
solved the problem.  There has been damage. There is plenty there to keep us busy for some time. 
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Great Orme 4th July 2015, Sabena J Blackbird 
 

 
In May 2015 Britain’s biggest coastal 
landowner the National Trust announced a 
new acquisition in north Wales that has a firm 
place in many MNA members’ hearts – the 
Great Orme headland at Llandudno.  Our 
summer visit allowed us to indulge in some of 
the rare and specialised flora and fauna that 
this limestone ecosystem supports. 
 

 
Great Orme headland 

 
Arriving early Ron Crossley, Dave B and I 
had a quick mooch along the beach noting 
the bryozoan Hornwrack Flustra foliacea, 
plenty of Gutweed Enteromorpha intestinalis, 
Spiral Wrack Fucus spiralis and a few shells 
with Common Mussel Mytilus edulis and 
Common Limpet Patella vulgata. Growing in 
the promenade wall was Hart's-tongue 
Phyllitis scolopendrium, Rock Sea-spurrey 
Spergularia rupicola and Buck's-horn Plantain 
Plantago coronopus. Corpse of the Day I was 
a Herring Gulls head.  
 

 
Herring Gull head 

 
With drizzle in the air we took the zig-zag 
path up the rocky slope opposite the Grand 
Hotel to Happy Valley noting a few dried-out 
spikes of Ivy Broomrape Orobanche hederae 
which is parasitic on the roots of Ivy Hedera 

helix, Tutsan Hypericum androsaemum, 
Scarlet Pimpernel Anagallis arvensis, Bloody 
Crane’s-bill Geranium sanguineum, Wild 
Clary Salvia verbenaca, Wild Privet 
Ligustrum vulgare, Red Valerian Centranthus 
ruber, Bristly Oxtongue Picris echioides and 
Goat's-beard Tragopogon pratensis. There 
was a mating pair of Six-spot Burnet Moths 
Zygaena filipendulae and a few lone 
individuals. Attached to nearby grass stems 
were their distinctive papery cocoons in 
which the overwintering caterpillars pupate. 
These cocoons were also seen attached to 
metal fence posts and stone walls. Ron’s 
keen eye spotted our first Butterflies - 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina and Ringlet 
Aphantopus hyperantus.  There were 
numerous Galls on the Blackthorn Prunus 
spinosa bushes called ‘pocket plums’ caused 
by the ascomycete fungus Taphrina pruni 
attacking the sloe fruits. 
 

 
Pocket Plums 

 
We met up with members who had travelled 
by train and as the sun started to peek 
through we continued along Marine Drive at 
typical naturalists’ pace noting various plants 
growing on or beside the limestone wall 
including Pellitory-of-the-wall Urtica pilulifera, 
Rock Sea-lavender Limonium britannicum, 
White Stonecrop Sedum album, Yellow-wort 
Blackstonia perfoliata and Sea Plantain 
Plantago maritima. The grassy slopes rolling 
down to the sea held Dropwort Filipendula 
vulgaris, Wild Thyme Thymus serpyllum, 
Harebell Campanula rotundifolia and Lady's 
Bedstraw Galium verum. ChrisB found 
pustules of the white rust fungi Albugo 
lepigoni on Rock Sea-spurrey Spergularia 
rupicola.  
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We crossed Marine Drive dodging cars to the 
steep slopes beneath the limestone crags 
where we saw what was to become one of 
the highlights of the day - Silver-studded Blue 
Butterflies flitting around merrily in the 
sunshine with occasionally the males 
appearing to flirt with the females and 
shaking their wings although no mating pairs 
were seen until later. The population found 
on the Great Orme and nearby areas in north 
Wales are the subspecies Plebejus argus 
ssp. caernensis (the rest of the British 
population is the nominate subspecies 
argus). It is notably smaller in size and the 
male’s upperside wings have narrower, 
sometimes absent, dark borders.  
 

 
Mating Silver-studded Blues 

 
Yet more floral diversity with Thrift Armeria 
maritima, Common Rock-rose Helianthemum 
nummularium, Salad Burnet Sanguisorba 
minor, Common Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus 
corniculatus, Common Restharrow Ononis 
repens, Pignut Conopodium majus, Fennel 
Foeniculum vulgare, Sea Carrot Daucus 
carota subsp. gummifer, Selfheal Prunella 
vulgaris, Yellow-rattle Rhinanthus minor, 
Field Scabious Knautia arvensis and Small 
Scabious Scabiosa columbaria. A few 
Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis 
spikes emitted a delicate floral aroma. 
 
The continuing sunshine brought out more 
Butterflies with Large Skipper Ochlodes 
venata, Large White Pieris brassicae, Small 
White Pieris rapae, Painted Lady Cynthia 
cardui looking rather faded, Red Admiral 
Vanessa atalanta, Dark Green Fritillary 
Argynnis aglaja and Small Heath 
Coenonympha pamphilus. A male Thick-
legged Flower Beetle (a.k.a. False Oil Beetle) 
Oedemera nobilis with distinctive bulging 
thighs was feeding on Field Scabious Knautia 
arvensis. A Bedugar a.k.a. Robin's 
Pincushion Gall was seen on Dog Rose Rosa 
canina that is caused by the Cynipid Wasp 
Diplolepis rosae. 

Eerie gurgling, grunting and cackling sounds 
drew our attention to the nesting ledges of 
the Fulmars. One of the parent birds was sat 
on the nest whilst their partner glided around 
on stiff wings close to the crag face tucking 
their wings back at the last second to land. 
Fulmars are members of the tube-nose 
Procellariidae family, which include Petrels 
and Shearwaters. They are mainly pelagic 
locating food sources such as planktonic 
Crustaceans, Squid and small Fish, 
occasionally scavenging offal and discards 
from trawlers. We noticed a few rock-climbers 
and hoped they didn’t get too close to the 
nesting pairs. Fulmar comes from the Norse 
words fúll-már, meaning “foul gull” and their 
chicks adopt a defence mechanism when 
threatened, they projectile vomit bright 
orange, irritating oil from their stomach.  
 
A Black Guillemot was observed paddling 
with its bright red legs below us on the sea. 
We stopped to take in the view and eat lunch 
watching Shags, Cormorants, the occasional 
Kittiwake, Herring Gull and Great Black-
backed Gull fly by. In a damp area we noted 
good numbers of an interesting insectivorous 
plant with purple flowers called Common 
Butterwort Pinguicula vulgaris. Scattered 
across their leaf surface are two specialized 
glands releasing enzymes designed to lure 
then digest their prey – the resulting fluid 
absorbed through the leaf surface leaving 
only the chitin exoskeleton of the insect 
remaining.  
 

 
Burnet Moth caterpillar 

 
We climbed over the stone wall and caught 
up with Richard Surman who had his scope 
trained on the Seabird nesting ledges below 
the lighthouse. We watched the comings and 
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goings of the Seabird colony that was 
comprised of mainly Guillemots and 
Cormorants with fewer numbers of 
Kittiwakes, Razorbills and Shags. Richard 
had seen around a hundred Gannets feeding 
in groups on schooling fish quite close to the 
cliffs, a patrolling Peregrine, a few Choughs 
and another Butterfly species - Clouded 
Yellow Colias croceus. 
 
John Clegg and Jim Hughes who had taken 
the Victorian Tramway to the Great Orme 
summit noted Spiked Speedwell Veronica 
spicata, a nationally scarce plant found in 
limestone grassland as well as the herd of 
feral Kashmir Goats. These are descended 
from a pair of goats from the Windsor Royal 
Herd, acquired by Major General Sir Savage 
Mostyn and have been roaming the Great 
Orme since the 1900’s. They are an efficient 
habitat management tool grazing on 
dominant invasive species such as Gorse 
Ulex europaeus and Hawthorn Crataegus 
monogyna, enabling the less competitive 
specialist plant species to flourish. 
 

 
Kashmir Goat by Ken Lewis 

 
By the time we reached the Rest and Be 
Thankful café it was ‘hold on to you hats’ time 
as the wind had increased considerably. After 

refreshments we continued admiring the 
views across the Menai Straits with Conwy 
Castle in the distance, stopping to watch a 
juvenile Stonechat perching amongst the 
Bracken Pteridium aquilinum and a Wheatear 
already on its return migratory journey south. 
The sun-drenched rock faces were an ideal 
basking spot for Grayling Butterflies who 
were well camouflaged in their mottled brown 
and greys. These too are a subspecies 
Hipparchia semele ssp. thyone confined to 
the western side of the Great Orme which are 
smaller in size with the underside wing 
having less contrast and smaller forewing 
spots than the nominate subspecies 
Hipparchia semele ssp. semele found in 
other areas of England and Wales. We saw a 
mating pair who performed a courtship 
display prior to the act. A Silver Y Moth 
Autographa gamma was also well 
camouflaged; this Noctuid is migratory and 
can turn up in thousands under the right 
conditions. A pleasant find was a Cistus 
Forester Adscita geryon this iridescent green 
Moth frequents limestone grassland with the 
caterpillar feeding on Common Rock-rose 
Helianthemum nummularium. Silver-studded 
Blues were everywhere appearing like 
confetti scattered amongst the vegetation.  
 

 
Grayling 

 
Dave B spotted a few spikes of Dark-red 
Helleborine Epipactis atrorubens growing in 
what essentially was the gutter in the side of 
the road. We continued down towards 
Llandudno noting Rock Samphire Crithmum 
maritimum growing in the rocks beside West 
Shore and a diminutive looking plant with lilac 
coloured flowers on a spike called Vervain 
Verbena officinalis. Our finale was Corpse of 
the Day II, a Common Lizard Zootoca 
vivipara flattened on the path.
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Summer Coach Trip Highlights Sabena J Blackbird 
 

 
Manifold Valley 16th May 2015 
 
Manifold Valley, which runs along the former 
route of the Leek and Manifold Light Railway 
through a wooded valley beside the River 
Manifold in Staffordshire’s White Peak area, 
was a picturesque location with a varied 
selection of Birds, Insects and Plant life to 
satisfy all members’ interests. 
Bird highlights included Peregrine Falcon, 
Grey Wagtail, Redstart, Garden Warbler and 
Blackcap. Dave B & co had Marsh Tits close 
to the tea-room at Wetton Mill, Chris B heard 
Wood Warbler with Richard Surman adding 
Spotted Flycatcher and Dipper to the day’s 
list. Butterflies on the wing included Green-
veined White Pieris napi, Orange Tip 
Anthocharis cardamines and a Small Copper 
Lycaena phlaeas. 
 

 
Orange Tip 

 
Plant find of the day was Toothwort Lathraea 
squamaria which is parasitic on the roots of 
Hazel Corylus avellana and Alder Alnus 
glutinosa. Its common name is said to derive 
from the resemblance of the flowering and 
fruiting spikes to rows of teeth. Dave B & co 
had Roseroot Rhodiola rosea growing from a 
limestone slab. Roseroot’s colloquial name 
comes from the rose-like fragrance of the root 
(when crushed or split), which has been used 
in the past as a perfume and also a medicinal 
herb. Another highlight were the groups of 
Water Avens Geum rivale, the drooping 
heads of the five purplish brown sepals hiding 
the buff-coloured petals of the flower. We 
found a few Hybrid Avens Geum x 
intermedium a fully fertile hybrid between 
Water Avens Geum rivale x Wood Avens 
Geum urbanum. Mossy Saxifrage Saxifraga 
hypnoides, Pink Purslane Claytonia sibirica, 

Field Pansy Viola arvensis and Early-purple 
Orchid Orchis mascula were also of note. 
 

 
Field Pansy 

 
A striking Hoverfly with a white band across 
the upper abdomen and black wing and a 
yellow-orange scutellum was later identified 
as Leucozona lucorum. Insects included 
Scorpion Fly Panorpa communis, a pair of 
mating Craneflies Tipula vittata, Drone Fly 
Eristalis tenax, Hoverfly Rhingia campestris, 
Hoverfly Syrphus ribesii, Dance Fly Empis 
tessellata, Flesh Fly Sarcophaga sp. St. 
Mark's Fly Bibio marci, Nursery Web Spider 
Pisaura mirabilis, Common Carder Bee 
Bombus pascuorum and Green Dock Beetle 
Gastrophysa viridula. 
A few clumps of Red Campion were suffering 
from a smut Fungus Microbotryum silenes-
dioicae which infects the anthers of male 
flowers causing them to become black. This 
anther smut disease is transmitted by Insects 
as it visits the flowers to collect nectar. 
 

 
Red Campion Smut Fungus 
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Aber Falls 14th June 2015 
 
Half a dozen members chose to explore the 
National Trust’s Bodnant Gardens with the 
remainder continuing the short distance to 
the village of Abergwyngregyn and a walk to 
Aber Falls. The Aber Valley is geologically 
rich with exposures of Ordovician and 
Cambrian rocks. The waterfall (Rhaeadr Fawr 
in Welsh) is formed as the Afon Goch 
plunges about 120 feet over a sill of igneous 
rock called Granophyre in the foothills of the 
Carneddau range. 
 

 
Aber Falls 

 
As we walked up through the picturesque 
village with stone and slate built cottages we 
noted some unusual architectural plants such 
as Gunnera sp. as well as native species 
adorning the verges - Welsh Poppy 
Meconopsis cambrica, Yellow Corydalis 
Pseudofumaria lutea, Maidenhair Spleenwort 
Asplenium trichomanes, Wall-rue Asplenium 
ruta-muraria, Navelwort Umbilicus rupestris, 
Biting Stonecrop Sedum acre, Tutsan 
Hypericum androsaemum, Common Figwort 
Scrophularia nodosa, Ivy-leaved Toadflax 
Cymbalaria muralis, Wood Avens Geum 
urbanum, Foxglove Digitalis purpurea, Red 
Valerian Centranthus ruber, Hedge 
Woundwort Stachys sylvatica and Ramsons 
Allium ursinum. 
 

 
Tutsan 

 

At Bont Newydd bridge, a magnificent stone 
bridge that crosses the Afon Rhaedr Fawr we 
watched as a pair of Grey Wagtails who were 
feeding in the pebbles adjoining the River 
flew up and entered a crack in the stones on 
the bridge where judging by their beakfuls of 
food they must have a growing brood of 
chicks. Les Hale spotted a Hummingbird 
Hawkmoth Macroglossum stellatarum visiting 
Honeysuckle Lonicera sp. in a garden beside 
the bridge and we listened to the trilling song 
of a Wood Warbler. Map Lichen Rhizocarpon 
geographicum that favours mountainous 
areas of low air pollution was covering the 
bridge stone work and Shining Crane's-bill 
Geranium lucidum and Herb-Robert 
Geranium robertianum were growing from 
any cracks. 
 

 
Longhorn Beetle Rhagium bifasciatum 

 
As we continued up the valley through 
Coedydd Aber National Nature Reserve 
consisting of oak and coniferous woodland 
and open grassland there was plenty of Bird 
activity with Cuckoo, Garden Warbler, 
Blackcap, Common Chiffchaff, Willow 
Warbler, Nuthatch and Jay. Redstarts and a 
Pied Flycatcher gave good views beside one 
of the excavated roundhouses of the small 
Bronze Age settlement. Ron Crossley & co 
had six Buzzards circling above the Falls. 
 
Rich Insect diversity with thirty or so male 
Longhorn Micro Moths Nemophora 
degeerella dancing in the sunshine, Wasp 
Beetle Clytus arietis, Two-banded Longhorn 
Beetle Rhagium bifasciatum, Orchid Beetle 
Dascillus cervinus, Common Red Soldier 
Beetle Rhagonycha fulva, Soldier Beetle 
Cantharis nigra, Green Dock Beetle 
Gastrophysa viridula, Garden Chafer 
Phyllopertha horticola, Weevil Phyllobius sp. 
and Red-legged Shieldbug Pentatoma rufipes 
nymph. There were a couple of species of 
Robberfly - Common Red-legged Robberfly 
Dioctria rufipes and Slender-footed Robberfly 
Leptarthrus brevirostris.  
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Slender-footed Robberfly 

 
These aggressive predators of other Insects’ 
capture their prey in flight and have bristles 
on their face called mystax to protect them 
from struggling prey. Their short proboscis is 
used to stab the prey injecting them with 
enzymes that paralyze and digest their 
insides; they then suck up the liquefied 
remains. 
 
There were a few Knotting Galls on Male-fern 
Dryopteris filix-mas fronds caused by the 
Dipteron Gall Fly Chirosia betuleti and a 
number of members noted the Nettle Rust 
Puccinia urticata on Stinging Nettle Urtica 
dioica.  
 
Penmon Point & Cemlyn Bay 11th July  
 

There was much botanical interest as 
members walked along the track to Penmon 
Point including - Traveller's-joy Clematis 
vitalba, Perforate St John's-wort Hypericum 
perforatum, Common Rock-rose 
Helianthemum nummularium, White Bryony 
Bryonia dioica, Yellow Loosestrife Lysimachia 
vulgaris, Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, 
Creeping Cinquefoil Potentilla reptans, 
Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria, Field-rose 
Rosa arvensis, Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil 
Lotus pedunculatus, Great Willowherb 
Epilobium hirsutum, Broad-leaved Willowherb 
Epilobium montanum, Rough Chervil 
Chaerophyllum temulum, Alexanders 
Smyrnium olusatrum, Hedge Bindweed 
Calystegia sepium, Hedge Woundwort 
Stachys sylvatica, Wood Sage Teucrium 
scorodonia, Selfheal Prunella vulgaris, 
Common Figwort Scrophularia nodosa, 
Eyebright Euphrasia officinalis, Marsh-

bedstraw Galium palustre, Lady's Bedstraw 
Galium verum, Elder Sambucus nigra, Red 
Valerian Centranthus ruber, Marsh Thistle 
Cirsium palustre, Creeping Thistle Cirsium 
arvense, Common Knapweed Centaurea 
nigra, Bristly Oxtongue Picris echioides, 
Prickly Sow-thistle Sonchus asper, Common 
Fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica, Hemp-
agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, Pyramidal 
Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis, and 
Common Spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza 
fuchsia. Lynn Roper found a Thick-legged 
Flower Beetle (a.k.a. False Oil Beetle) 
Oedemera nobilis and there were a few nest 
webs of the Nursery Web Spider Pisaura 
mirabilis. 
 

 
Common Spotted Orchid 

 
We arrived at the headland with wonderful 
views of the Penmon Lighthouse and across 
to Puffin Island and watched a Black 
Guillemot swimming close in to shore, fishing 
Sandwich Terns and passing Shags. Coastal 
plants included Thrift Armeria maritima, Salad 
Burnet Sanguisorba minor, Seaside Centaury 
Centaurium littorale and Wild Thyme Thymus 
polytrichus. Groups of schoolchildren were 
doing quadrat surveys of the marine life 
found on the rocky shoreline. A quick mooch 
in the rockpools revealed Beadlet Anemone 
Actinia equina, Brown Shrimp Crangon 
crangon, Common Shore Crab Carcinus 
maenas and a few encrusting patches of an 
orange coloured Sponge species 
Pseudosuberites sulphureus. Fronds of 
Toothed Wrack Fucus serratus were covered 
in the sinistrally coiled Tubeworm Spirorbis 
spirorbis. Common Limpets Patella vulgata 
were numerous and ChrisB pointed out an 
ecological adaptation with those on the lower 
shore being more squat and compact 
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whereas those higher on the shore develop 
taller cone-shaped shells. It is believed that 
during low tide on the high shore the muscles 
of the Limpet are contracted keeping it firmly 
attached to the substratum and avoiding 
desiccation. The associated pulling in of the 
shell-secreting tissues is believed to affect 
the shell-shape. 
 
As a small boat sailed along the channel 
between Puffin Island and the Point there 
were excited cries of ‘Porpoise!’ as two 
Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 
followed in the boat’s wake occasionally 
surfacing revealing their stubby triangular 
dorsal fin. 
 

 
Penmon Lighthouse & Puffin Island 

 
 

After our visit to Penmon Point we continued 
along to North Wales Wildlife Trust’s Reserve 
at Cemlyn Bay. The large brackish lagoon is 
separated from the sea by shingle ridge 
known as Esgair Gemlyn formed by the 
process of longshore drift. Islands within the 
lagoon provide nesting sites for breeding 
Common and Arctic Terns, and one of the 
U.K.’s largest nesting populations of 
Sandwich Terns. Roseate Terns have bred 
historically at the reserve. 
 
All commotion when a Peregrine flew over 
the Tern colony sending the adult birds 
screeching into the air. The Peregrine flew off 
struggling with the large chick it had snatched 
and as the colony settled down it became 
apparent that a few of the young Arctic Terns 
had also taken to the wing where the strong 
wind had carried them onto the shingle 
beach. Unable to take off again one of them 
simply wandered back up the shingle ridge 
returning to the colony and two siblings 
remained on the shoreline with the adult birds 
returning to feed them with Lesser Sandeels 
Ammodytes tobianus. Another double for 
Corpse of the Day with Les Hale finding a 
desiccated Small-spotted Catshark a.k.a. 
Lesser Spotted Dogfish Scyliorhinus canicula 
and Harry Standaloft finding the remains of a 
Masked Crab Corystes cassivelaunus. 
 

 

10% for Swifts  Edward Mayer   www.swift-conservation.org 
 
 

  
Swifts approach their eaves nest places © 
Bernard Genton 

 
“Where did Swifts nest before they nested in 
our houses?” is one question always 
asked when I talk about Swifts. It’s very 
relevant too, when one reflects that Swifts 
have been around for maybe 49 million 
years, whilst we humans have been putting 
up buildings suitable for Swifts to nest in for 
maybe only three thousand years. 

 
The Senkenberg Swift, found in the Rhineland, 
a fossil from 49 million years ago © Ulrich 
Tigges 

 
The answer comes to us from Poland. Swifts 
nest in trees in the ancient Bialowieska 
Forest, one of the few pristine tracts of 
primeval forest still extant in Europe. At the 
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last count, some 600 Swifts were nesting 
there in old woodpecker holes. They do 
this too, in much smaller numbers, at the 
RSPB’s Abernethy Reserve in the Ancient 
Caledonian Forest. 
 
So why did they move out of the forests? As 
George Monbiot shows in his fascinating 
book “Feral”, the UK, together with most of 
Europe, was once covered in forest, which 
we have mostly removed, leaving our 
uplands devoid of trees. 
 
Evicted from the forests, Swifts found 
alternative lodgings in towns and villages. 
The need to provide buildings with copious 
roof space ventilation, via eaves and gables, 
to remove condensation and prevent rot, 
gave the Swifts their chance. They used it 
and thrived. 
 
But starting in the late 19th Century, 
everything changed. Slowly at first and then 
with increasing speed our buildings evolved 
from being made of wood and brick and tile, 
to concrete and steel and plate glass and 
plastics. Buildings became sealed up against 
all ingress by wildlife. They were ventilated 
through grilles, or by fans through ducts. 
According to research published in British 
Birds in November 2002, some 7% of the 
dwellings built between the World Wars had 
places that could accommodate Swifts. 
That is only a 3% decline from the peak 
period of the 19th Century, when some 10% 
of buildings had apertures that Swifts could 
breed in. But with changes to the Building 
Regulations, and a gradual move to more 
modern materials after the Second World 
War, the availability of apertures useful to 
Swifts reduced to an estimated 1.4%. 
 
But now all our newest buildings are 
inhospitable to Swifts, insulated and sealed to 
stop heat loss, preventing ingress by any bird 
or bat. Paradoxically, the “Eco Home” 
designed to be “Zero Carbon” is the most 
unfriendly of all buildings to Swifts. It is 
hermetically sealed and ventilated by an 
electric fan via a heat exchanger. No place 
there for Swifts! 
 
Adding to the problem, we get reports every 
year of the mass loss of Swift nest places, as 
older housing association and council estates 
are re-roofed and insulated. There are also 
the many demolitions of old buildings 

occupied by Swifts. 
 
The result of all this is that we have lost about 
half the UK’s population of Swifts in the past 
twenty or so years; the current rate of decline 
is calculated at 3% per year. 
 
So what can we do? Houses have to be re-
roofed and renovated, insulation is vital to 
save on fossil fuels and reduce pollution and 
carbon emissions, modern materials are not 
going to go away. The answer is to build in 
nest places for Swifts in every suitable new 
building, while trying to preserve existing 
Swift nest places in buildings being 
refurbished. It’s an easy, inexpensive and a 
very attractive thing to do. Swifts brighten up 
our world, they can transform a soul 
destroying concrete jungle into something 
exciting, animated, life enhancing. 
 

 
An Ibstock swift brick, on its own and inserted 
into a wall © Ibstock Brick Company 

 
“Swift Bricks”, prefabricated hollow blocks 
with space for Swifts to nest in, are readily 
available and easy to use. All the bricklayers 
have to do is install them high up in walls. 
  
Putting them into 10% of all new buildings, as 
well as ones being renovated, could stem the 
Swifts decline, even recover the lost 
population, but it requires help from our 
administrations. A new law supporting Swifts 
would be perfect, but recent events seem to 
show that the political tide at Westminster, 
and in Brussels too, is turning against wildlife 
protection. 
 
But local government is interested. Many 
towns are trying hard to be nicer places to 
live and work in, creating attractive parks and 
public spaces. Our talks to Planners and 
Biodiversity Officers on Urban Biodiversity 
Awareness and Swift Support have paid 
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dividends; some Councils now require 
developers to add wildlife-supporting features 
to new developments as “Green” 
enhancements. There is evidence that this 
doesn’t just make towns more attractive, and 
better to do work and business in, but 
contributes to better health and happiness, 
less costs for the NHS and less problems for 
the Council and the Police to have to deal 
with. 
So to keep Swifts flying over your home, 
speak to your local Council’s Head of 
Planning and their Biodiversity Officer. Tell 
them about Swifts, tell them of Swift colonies 
threatened by development, tell them about 
the training we provide. You could put up 
some Swift nest boxes too. That way we 
might be able to save Swifts for the next 
generation. 
Remember that phrase “What the Luftwaffe 
didn’t destroy, Britain’s local governments 
did”? Back in the 1960’s the UK destroyed its 
historic buildings like a war was going on. Will 
we be damned likewise for destroying our 
wildlife, Swifts included? Probably, so is that 
going to be our epitaph? “They destroyed the 
UK’s Wildlife”? Let’s do our best to avoid that 
fate, and help Swifts survive and thrive. 

 
Swifts over Barcelona - what a treat! © Laurent 
Godel 
 

 
 

A Natural History Diary 2015 David Bryant 
 

 
Holyhead, Penrhos Country Park  7th  
February 
The weather looked promising as Ron 
Crossley and I took the train to Holyhead and 
then a taxi to what the MNA normally refers 
to as Beddmanarch Bay. Since it was high 
tide we were greeted with good views of 
Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser and 
Shelduck while groups of Curlew flew by and 
a telescope picked out Brents on the other 
side of the water and a distant Slavonian 
Grebe. Further along the Coastal Path we 
had excellent views of a Black Guillemot in its 
startling black and white summer plumage -  
most unexpected. The path yielded Winter 
Heliotrope, leaves of Wild Arum and a 
lumbering Buff-tailed Bumble Bee while off 
the Point were more Mergansers and a pair 
of Red-throated Divers. An excellent 
conclusion to the walk was the old harbour 
where we had two more black gillies at close 
quarters – one in its pale winter plumage and 
the other intermediate. 

 
 
New Brighton/Waterloo  17th February 
A lot of familiar faces were at Central station 
waiting for the New Brighton train when I 
decided to go over and see the Laughing 
Gull, a common North American species, 
which had been seen regularly on the Marine 
Lake. Along with many others I stood by the 
pontoon with its 36 Redshank, 17 Turnstones 
and 11 Purple Sandpipers. Although 
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numerous Gulls were swirling about the 
targeted bird flew by several times and then 
conveniently landed on the pontoon. It was a 
1st winter bird -  mottled brown, broad black 
band to a white tail, blackish-grey bill and 
legs -  storm-driven, having first been seen 
on the 3rd. The last one on Merseyside being 
recorded at West Kirby 15 years ago. People 
around me had travelled from Sheffield, the 
West Midlands and even Kent! Inevitably Lee 
Evans had also turned up. 
Then it was up to the far end of King’s 
Parade where we watched a pair of Snow 
Buntings feeding in the shelly sand and back 
over the water to Waterloo’s Marine Lake to 
watch a very approachable female Long-
tailed Duck amongst the Tufted Duck and 
Goldeneye. 
 

 
 
Moore Nature Reserve  28th February 
For this MNA meeting I decided to attend by 
taking the train to Warrington Central and 
enter the north-east end of the reserve which 
resembles the Louisiana swamps! Spring 
was in the air with the songs of Chaffinches, 
Chiffchaffs, Wrens and a Song Thrush while 
a Great-spotted Woodpecker drummed 
loudly. The large Pump House Pool had 
Shelduck and Oystercatchers on its banks 
while the water had squabbling Coot and and 
a few Gadwall as Sand Martins swooped low. 
I was surprised to see as many as 14 nests in 
the heronry in the tall scrub overlooking the 
far reedbed. 
I met the rest of the MNA in Lapwing Lane 
where we were entertained by singing Coal 
Tits, trilling Nuthatches, a lone Redwing and 
the strident call of a Green Woodpecker. 
Much closer at hand were a remarkably tame 
Dunnock and Goldcrest and amongst the leaf 
litter a lumbering female Toad with a 
diminutive male on her back. While looking at 

a large cluster of Honey Fungus on a rotting 
stump a dapper Tree Bee emerged from a 
hole. Our walk concluded at the Birchwood 
Pool with Shoveler lounging on the island, 
Little and Great-crested Grebes making their 
way through the Herring Gulls, Lesser Black 
Backs and one Great Black-backed. One of 
the party pointed out a different Gull – large, 
bulky, very fawn and white wings – a 
Glaucous Gull. Nice to finish on a high note. 
 
 
Hilbre  5th April 
An MNA outing saw a good group making 
their way out over the sands of Dee. With 
Meadow Pipits all around us on Middle Hilbre 
we looked down at a Little Egret in a gutter 
where seven Brents moved slowly upstream 
as the tide advanced, and then more came 
in, eventually a great flotilla of some 90 birds. 
Hilbre greeted us with a fine show of Lesser 
Celandine and Rock Sea Spurrey, Swallows 
swooping low over the pond and a very active 
Chiffchaff singing near the observatory. 
Several Wheatears were flitting about the 
western clifftops where we noticed small 
cages – they were laced with mealworms to 
entice the birds inside for ringing. At the north 
end five Redwings flew about the cottages 
where a Brambling had been seen earlier. 
Purple Sandpipers were amongst the 
Turnstones near the slipway as a pair of 
Rock pipits flitted about the higher gravelly 
rocks. Far to the north telescopes revealed 
huge numbers of Common Scoter, the sea 
was almost black with them. Fortunately a 
pair flew in, settled very close and loafed 
about with their stiff tails. 
 
Having lunch at the south end Steve Williams 
came over from the observatory and invited 
us in to explain the ringing process and 
training. At close quarters members could 
see a Wheatear, Robin, Goldcrest and 
Chaffinch – the latter being ringed, wing 
measured and weighed. It was most 
considerate of Steve and most educational, a 
wonderful conclusion to the day. 
 
 
World’s End  11th April 
What a contrast – after a very warm Friday it 
was cold at 7-9am next morning with light 
rain and even sleet at 1200ft on Esclusham 
Mountain on the road out of Minera. The 
mission was to see the Black Grouse. 
Several parked cars marked the spot and 
straight away there were the birds at very 
close quarters; no binoculars were required 
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as they congregated amongst the rushes and 
short grasses of  a disused, shallow, rocky 
mine working. There were 16 males, Black 
Cock, strutting about, warbling and hissing; 
then five flew in flew in from the west. 
Looking north towards the RSPB viewing 
area careful scrutiny of the more open 
tussocky terrain revealed another 17 birds. 
Even when the closer birds flew off in alarm 
they returned within 7-8 minutes. 
 

 
Black Grouse 

 
We then moved down to the conifers and 
shrubs by the ford at World’s End for a 
circular walk, taking in the edge of Eglwyseg. 
Chiffchaffs, Coal Tits and a Song Thrush 
were in full song while overhead a Raven, 
several Buzzards and a Kestrel added 
interest, as did a sluggish Common Lizard 
barely moving across the trail. 
 
 
Dovestones Reservoir  27th May 
This was a mid-week MNA outing when we 
took the train from Lime Street to Greenfield 
to the east of Oldham. Walking through the 
pleasant town of gritstone buildings you are 
soon amongst mature trees alongside a rocky 
stream fringed with Bistort, Comfrey, 
Woodruff and Yellow Pimpernel as 
predictable Dipper and Grey Wagtail 
announced their presence. Willow Warblers, 
Blackcaps, Coal Tits, Chaffinches and 
Greenfinches were in full song and as we 
strolled up the steep path to the cottages 
Jackdaws swirled about with their strident 
calls. Lunch was had in a small grove of Oak 
and Pine where a family of Treecreepers was 
so close, quite oblivious of our presence. 
Moving up the valley of Chew Brook you are 
soon amidst very rocky terrain with big screes 
– no Wheatears but a family of Stonechats.  
 
Returning downstream across grass tussocks 
and rushes Ron Crossley had gone ahead 
and said he had seen a large black bird with 
a white mark. A patient wait rewarded us with 

a fine view of a male Ring Ouzel – a total 
surprise after so many visits. Moving on we 
came across the female with food in her 
beak; she eventually flew up to the boulder 
fields where young were being raised. We 
reported the sighting to a RSPB warden who 
said that three pairs had raised young and all 
just east of Greater Manchester! 
 

 
 
Walking below the towering, dark crags of 
Saddleworth Moor (in which the RSPB is now 
showing great interest because of the 
breeding Golden Plover and Dunlin) two 
Redstarts were singing while a fellow 
birdwatcher had earlier seen a Peregrine on 
the cliffs where they regularly nest. Returning 
along Dovestones Reservoir a Common 
Sandpiper flew ahead of us on flickering, 
bowed wings. 
 
 
Minera 24th June 
A more devious mid-week MNA outing saw 
us travelling via Chester and Wrexham to an 
area which has been exploited for its 
limestone on a large scale for the nearby iron 
and steel works at Brymbo – now closed and 
the site cleared. The conifers at the 
commencement of the walk held Goldcrests, 
singing Chiffchaff and young Coal Tits being 
fed whereas by the cottages Bullfinches gave 
their distinctive whistles. The main path was 
fringed with prolific Cow Parsley, the taller 
Wild Angelica and vivid blue Germander 
Speedwell. Plenty of patience and standing 
around was rewarded with Large Skipper, 
Small Tortoiseshell, Green-veined White and 
two Moths; Common and Garden Carpet. 
Then you arrive at the huge lime dumps, so 
white you may initially think chalk. Heavily 
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overgrown with Birch the lower slopes had 
large numbers of Sanicle, Twayblades and 
Broad-leaved Helleborine, with a thin 
scattering of Rock Rose. Common Spotted 
Orchids put in an appearance further up the 
valley as we carefully listened to and 
separated the songs of the Blackcaps and 
Garden Warblers – Willow Warblers were 
easy! 
 
Then it was up into the huge abandoned 
quarry, some of which has been landscaped 
by spreading pulverised limestone and soil. 
The small pond had Blue-tailed Damselflies 
but most intriguing were several brown Hair-
worms in the shallows – in fact just like 
horse-hair, about 10-12 cm in length, slowly 
coiling and uncoiling. The larvae are parasitic 
on various aquatic Insects and even land 
Insects such as Grasshoppers, the adults 
emerging from their corpses. 
 

 
 
The wildflower area was mostly Birdsfoot 
Trefoil and Harebells with a sprinkling of 
Early Purple and Pyramidal Orchids while 
Small Heaths, Common Blues and Mountain 
Bumble Bees provided activity. Quite 
inactive, until disturbed by us, was a black 
Common Lizard on a small roll of black 
matting – total adaptation to its surrounds. 
 
 
Smardale  2nd August 
After leaving the coach in the village of 
Newbiggin-on-Lune we set off along a short 
stretch of main road where the verges had a 
good showing of Great Burnet, Rough Chervil 
and sky-blue Chicory. The main path 
produced our first Butterfly of the day, a 
Ringlet, with more seen later. The limestone 

bridge over the river was a convenient place 
for lunch with plenty to occupy the party. 
Numerous Swallows and House Martins 
fluttered and swooped by, with a few Sand 
Martins and Swifts amongst them. Vivid 
yellow clumps of Monkey Flower were along 
the water’s edge while nearer at hand Small 
Skippers were on the Betony. The roughly 
hewn limestone provided a good beginner’s 
course in Fern recognition because they were 
so close together – Wall Rue, Maidenhair 
Spleenwort, Hard, Black Spleenwort and 
Brittle Bladder. A Large Yellow Underwing 
moth struggled through the coarse grass at 
our feet whereas some of the heavily 
weathered blocks on the drystone wall 
exhibited superb large examples of the reef 
coral, Litostrotion junceum, standing proud of 
the limestone. 
 
The undulating path to the viaduct produced 
Small Heath, Meadow Brown, Speckled 
Wood, Common Blue and Dark Green 
Fritillary but only two Scotch Argus on their 
favoured grassy bank. It was overcast on our 
visit; a local entomologist said there had been 
dozens flying in the sun a few days previous. 
Meanwhile the area held a variety of birds 
with Nuthatches calling, Willow Warblers 
singing, a family of Redstarts, a pair of 
Bullfinches and several Spotted Flycatchers. 
As usual the flora on the return walk along 
the old railway trackbed, mostly in a cutting, 
was very rewarding with hundreds of 
Fragrant Orchids, numerous Melancholy 
Thistles, Great Burnet, three Twayblades and 
lots of Water Avens – a fitting conclusion. 
 
 
 

 
 

RedstartRedstartRedstartRedstart    
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Dibbinsdale Mini-diary           Sabena J Blackbird 
 
 
As a few members are aware, I moved across to the Wirral in the summer of 2015. Dibbinsdale 
Local Nature Reserve is now my local patch. Situated along the valley of the River Dibbin, the 
Reserve boasts the largest example of ancient woodland in Merseyside as well as flower 
meadows, reed swamp and amenity grassland. During August I encountered the resident birdlife 
including Nuthatch, Great Spotted Woodpecker, some vociferous Jays, Buzzard, Bullfinch, a party 
of Long-tailed Tits and Song Thrush. The Oaks were infected with a variety of Galls caused by Gall 
Wasps including Oak Marble Gall Andricus kollari, Oak Knopper Gall Andricus quercuscalicis, Oak 
Artichoke Gall Andricus fecundator and Oak Common Spangle Gall Neuroterus quercusbaccarum.   
 

   
Oak Knopper Gall    Emerging Stinkhorn    Dryads Saddle  
 
Fungi included some large Dryad’s Saddle Polyporus squamosus and a Common Stinkhorn 
Phallus impudicus just about to erupt from its egg. There was a splendid Hornet Mimic Hoverfly 
Volucella zonaria – the largest British Hoverfly that became established here in the 1940s and has 
been gradually expanding its range northwards. The larvae develop within Sociable Wasp and 
Hornet nests feeding on the detritus that gathers within the nest and possibly the larvae and pupae 
themselves. During late summer they emerge to pollinate flowers and look for a mate. 
 

   
Hornet Mimic Hoverfly       Bitter Beech Bolete 
 
In September, Fungi included a few Beech Milkcaps Lactarius blennius and a cutey little Bitter 
Beech Bolete Boletus calopus. Nosing around the umbellifers in Bodens Hey meadow I found the 
Death's Head Hoverfly Myathropa florea and Tachnid Fly Tachina fera. The Dog Roses Rosa 
canina held plenty of Green Shield Bugs Palomena prasina with adults and nymphs at various 
stages of development. Numerous Craneflies taking off from underfoot as I walked along including 
this stretching Tipula paludosa. 
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Death’s Head Hoverfly       Tachina fera 
 

   
Green Shield Bug adults      Tipula paludosa 
 
Early in October saw yet more emerging Fungi including a nice group of Sheathed Woodtuft 
Kuehneromyces mutabilis growing on a mossy Silver Birch Betula pendula log, the scaly looking 
stipe darker below the raggedy ring. Following the path around the base of the sandstone cliff I 
found five Scaly Earthballs Scleroderma verrucosum on a bed of Great Scented Liverwort 
Conocephalum conicum and had a scramble to photograph a cluster of poisonous Shaggy 
Scalycap Pholiota squarrosa growing at the base of a Beech Tree Fagus sylvatica. A Buzzard was 
trying its best to imitate a Sparrowhawk flying after a Great Tit through the trees – lacking the 
Sparrowhawk’s manoeuvrability the Great Tit escaped. 
 

   
Shaggy Scalycap        Amethyst Deciever 
 
Later in the month I found Honey Fungus Armillaria mellea, the pale form of Leafy Brain Tremella 
foliacea, Amethyst Deceiver Laccaria amethystea and exploded Stump Puffballs Lycoperdon 
pyriforme. Half a dozen Collared Earthstars Geastrum triplex were peeking through the 
Pedunculate Oak leaves Quercus robur close to the Ranger’s Office at Woodslee Cottages. A nice 
finale to that walk was a Kingfisher that flew along Dibbin Brook ‘peeping’ before briefly perching 
on a branch.  

Looking forward to more natural history finds in the reserve during 2016 and beyond! 
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The Year In Pictures 
 

 

    
 

              
 

    
 
Top left, Cherry Blossom Prunus sp., Orrell Water Park, April, Barbara Lee 
Top right, Common Earthball Scleroderma citrinum, Tatton Park, October, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle left, Common Blue Polyommatus icarus, Smardale, August, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle centre, Red Deer Cervus elaphus, Tatton Park, October, Sabena J Blackbird 
Middle right, Fragrant Orchid Gymnadenia conopsea, Smardale, August, Sabena J Blackbird 
Bottom left, Avocet preening, Marshside RSPB, spring, Ken Lewis 
Bottom right, Chough, Great Orme, September, Ken Lewis 


